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FOREWORD 


This is a book of memories: Memories of an institution 
which for three-quarters of a century has been inseparably 
linked with the daiiy life of Mobile, sharing alike the city’s 
victories and vicissitudes. 


Just as an individual, in passing another milestone on his 
life journey, is prone to think back and relive certain events 
which are indelibly stamped on his memory, so does this bank, 
on reaching its Diamond Anniveisary, feel inclined to muse over 
the highlights of an eventful past. 


Such reminiscing calls old friends to mind, for they are the 
essence of pleasant memories. And so, in reviewing the memor- 
able events of the past 75 years, the First National Bank cordially 
invites its friends to share in these recollections. No individual 
remembers all his yesterday in detail; neither does this bank. 
This volume, therefore, is not an attempt to narrate a complete 
history of Mobile since the bank was born in 1865, but rather 

_ to recall as an individual remembers... “highlights’’. 
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The old Guard House Tower, viewed from St. Emanuel Street, looking southeast, 
as it appeared in the 1860’s. 


APRIL, 1865—MOBILE’S DARKEST HOUR 


HE COMING of Spring, 1865, brought 

the end of The War Between the States 
—four years of terrible conflict which had 
‘sapped both the manpower and the re- 
sources of the South. The smoke that rose 
from Sherman’s raid still hung like a cloud 
over the Southern scene, and want from 
war’s waste still gnawed at the vitals of a 
defeated but unconquered Confederacy. 
Echoes from Appomatox had hardly died 
away when resolute Southerners—their 
spirit surmounting the shock of surrender 
—determinedly faced the grim reality of 
Reconstruction. 


Theirs was a staggering task. Conditions 
everywhere were chaotic. Government was 


in the hands of Federal military authorities. 
“‘Carpetbag’’ adventurers were swarming 
southward to prey upon a prostrate people. 
Business was at a standstill. Banking was 
paralyzed. Confederate currency was 
worthless, and almost the only Southerners 
who had any money were those who had 
succeeded in secreting gold or cotton dur- 
ing the war. 


Despite that dark outlook, the people of 


~Mobile—then a town of approximately 


41,000 population — courageously turned 
their backs on the tragic past and began 
immediately to plan and work toward a 
restoration of order and progress in their 
beloved city. 
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The First National Bank’s first home, located on the northwest corner of 
Royal and St. Francis Streets, as it appeared in 1865. 


MAY, 1865—A NEW BANK IS BORN 


NE OF the first and most necessary 
steps in rehabilitating Mobile was the 
creation of additional banking facilities. 
Accordingly, on May 8, 1865, a group of 
prominent Mobile citizens gathered at the 
old Battle House for the purpose of organiz- 


ing a new bank in Mobile.* Those present 
at that meeting were: B. F. Fleming, M. S. 
Foote, Moses Waring, Wm. J. Ledyard, 
Wm. Flash, Jno. M. G. Parker, D. O. 
Grady, C. W. Gazzam and C. K. Foote. 
It was felt that the purpose in mind 


*Three banks were already in existence in Mobile in 1865—the Southern Bank of Alabama, located 
at the southeast corner of St. Francis and St. Joseph Streets where the First National Annex now stands; 
the Mobile Savings Bank, on the present location of Julius Goldstein & Son on Royal Street; and the Bank 
of Mobile on the northeast corner of Conti and Royal Streets. 
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could be best accomplished through the 
organization of a bank to be chartered 
under the National Banking Act. Various 
meetings followed the first, and formal ap- 
plication for a charter was made in August, 
1865. The original subscribers to the stock 
of the bank were: 


H. Chamberlain 
J. C. Chamberlain 
F. H. Chamberlain 
D. L. Campbell 


D. O. Grady 

J. Kirkbride 

W. J. Ledyard 

. W. McGinnis 


} 


B. F. Flanders L. Merchant 

A. Flash C. G. Richards 
W. Flash J. M. G. Parker 
C. K. Foote A. H. Ryland 
M. S. Foote R. H. Slough 

C. P. Gage H. F. Stickney 
C. W. Gazzam G. W. Tarleton 
D. W. Goodman M. Waring 


G. Woodward 





cowardly selves wilt tuuc ood care to remain 


absent. 
—————————— 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 





, OFMice COMPTROLLER OF CURRENCY, 
; Washiog ton, Oct. 18, 1865, 

Wherzas, by satusfactcery evidencs presented to tie 
undersigned, it has been made to appear that The 
First National Bank of Mobile, iu thecity cf 
Mobile, in the county of Mobile, and State of Alabama, 
has been duly organized under and according to the re- 
quirements of the act of Congress entitled ** An act to 
prev.de a National Currency, secured by a jplcege of 
United States Lgnds, aud to provice fog the vleuluiion 
and redemption thereof, arproved June %, 1864,"’ and 

‘| bas comphed with all the provisiors of said act required 
to be complicd with before comincucing the bus:oess of 
| Banking noder gaid act: 

Now therefore, I, FREEMAN § CLARKE, Couwipirotler of 
ghe Currency, do hereby certify that The First Na- 
tlonal Bank of Mobile, in the city of Mobiie, in 
the county of Mobile and State of Alubama, is hereby au- 
thor:zed to commence the business of Bauxiug under 
the act aforesald. 

— Iu testimony whereof, witness my hand and 
f. »} seul of office, this cightccuth day of October, 

Gee NOG) FREUMAN CLARKE, 

Comptroller 
occl-lawSisalec 





ez- The Very Thing for the Times,—If 
there is one these mare thon onother the" comes ia goo | 


The First National Bank's first newspaper “‘advertise- 

ment." Facsimile of a notice dated October 18, 1805, 

as it appeared in The Mobile Daily News of October 
31, 1865. 





The first directors of the bank were: 
C. W. Gazzam, who served until April, 
1868; J- C. Chamberlain, who served until 
1866; Win. Fiash, who served until 1866; 
M. S. Foote, who served until 1866; D. O. 
Grady, who served until 1872; W. J. Led- 
yard, who served until 1868; C. G. Rich- 
ards, who served until 1889; G. W. Tarle- 
ton, who served until 1878; and Moses 
Waring®), who served until i885. C. W. 
Gazzam was the first president of the bank, 
and served in that capacity until April 23, 
1868. Lloyd Bowers was the bank's first, 
cashier and held that office until he re- 
signed in 1891. 


ove -eespue wud PABSBge, APply va Loarc. 
W J C. SLOCUM, Agent. 


NOTICE. 
PiKST NaiIGNAL BANK, 
Mobile, Ala, Jan. 9, 1255, 
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! 
Ata meeting of the Stockholders of this Bink, heid 
bias Cay, tuc lo.owiny zeuttemen were Cluctce - 
| — Directors — 
Wit Las FLASH, 
CHAKLES W. GAZAAM, 
DU. GRADY, 
JIENRY WAPEL, 
A. J. INGERSOLL, 
F. W. KELLOGG, 
W. J. LEDYARD, 
CHARLES G. RICKARDS, 
| M. WAKING, 
And ats sds -¢jucmt inecting of the Directors, TIARLES 
W. GALZAM Was Ubauimcus!y re-ciected Presi ‘cnt. 
f  ja.0 ut LiGYD BUWEIRS, Coshier 
j -— re 
Another example of how banks ‘‘advertised’’ three- 
quarters of a century ago. Facsimile of a notice ap- 
pearing in The Mobile Daily News in January, 1866. 








It was originally contemplated that the 
bank start with $100,000 capital but the 
Federal authorities required that not less 
than $200,000 be subscribed. The required 
amount was raised and the charter was 
issued on October 18, 1865. So began 
the First National Bank of Mobile, which 
is now the oldest bank in Alabama, and 
whose charter also antedates those of all 
other National Banks in the Southern 
states of Arkansas, Florida, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, North Carolina and South 
Carolina. 


(1)George W. Tarleton was the grandfather of D. P. Bestor, Jr., now chairman of the bank's board of 


directors. 


(2)Mases Waring was the great-grandfather of Richard Inge, now an attorney and member of the firm 


of Armbrecht, Inge, Twitty & Jackson, and his brother, Francis H. Inge, also a member of this frm and U. S. 
District Attorney in Mobile, and a director of the bank. Both reside in Mobile. 
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. W. GAZZAM 


President of The First National Bank from 1865 to 1868. 
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Artist’s conception of a distant view of the great magazine explosion, 
as it appeared in Harper’s Weekly in 1865. 


1865—THE GREAT MAGAZINE EXPLOSION 


S IF the shock of war and defeat were 

not enough, Fate dealt Mobile a ter- 
rific blow on May 26, 1865. It was the 
“great magazine explosion”’ which snuffed 
out the lives of hundreds of persons, 
wrecked countless business buildings and 
dwellings, and demolished merchandise and 
other property with a loss authoritatively 
estimated at $728,892. 

The death-dealing blast took place in the 
main Ordnance Depot—located at Com- 
merce and Lipscomb Streets—of the United 
States Army force who were charged with 
enforcement of martial law under which 
Mobile was placed immediately after the 
close of The War Between the States. Rank- 
ing as a major holocaust, it was featured as 
the leading news of the day in Northern 
newspapers, which declared that the ex- 
plosion was deliberately set by certain ex- 
Confederate officers — ‘‘unreconstructed 
Rebels’’—bent on revenge. It is hardly 
believable, however, that ex-Confederates, 
no matter how “‘unreconstructed”’ or venge- 
ful they were, would have visited such a 
rain of death on their own people. The 
generally accepted version of the cause in 
Mobile and ‘elsewhere in the South was 


that the explosion was caused by some 


laborers who were careless in handling ex- 
plosives at the dump. 

Whatever the cause, it was a terrible 
catastrophe for Mobile. So terrific was the 
explosion that it destroyed or damaged all 
buildings in the area bounded on the north 
by Bloodgood Street, on the west by Con- 
ception Street, on the south by St. Anthony 


Street and on the east by the river. Win- 
dows in the Battle House, which suffered 
an estimated $15,000 damage, and in build- 
ings as far south as Conti Street, were 
shattered. Force of the blast was so great 
that it caused carriages to capsize on Royal 
Street, and horses to collapse as if shot to 
death. A man was blown off the wharf 
into the river at the foot of Church Street, 
and a steamer and schooner were wrecked 
at their moorings in the river. 

Accompanying illustrations show a news- 
paper artist’s conception of the disaster as 
it was pictured for northern readers. A re- 
porter for the Mobile Morning News who 
rushed to the scene of destruction described 
the explosion as “‘a writhing giant—gaunt 
and grim—poised in midair... bursting 
shells, flying timbers, bales of cotton, 
horses, men, women and children co-min- 
gled and mangled into one immense mass. 
The heart stood still, and the stoutest 
cheek paled as this rain of death fell from 
the sky and crash after crash foretold a 
more fearful fate yet impending; the lurid 
flames began to leap farther from the 
wreckage. Old and young, soldier and 
citizen vied with each other in deeds of 
daring to rescue the crumbled and im- 
prisoned .. .’’. 

The detonation was heard as far distant 
as Fort Morgan, where soldiers, frightened 
by the sound, rushed to their parapets, 
thinking a monitor had set off its magazine. 
And after a thorough study of records, 
army Officials estimated that 200 tons of 
munitions had gone up in the explosion. 
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Artist’s conceptiorfune 17, 1865, 
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Artist’s conception of havoc wrought by the great magazine explosion, as it appeared in Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, on June 17, 1865. 
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AND MAGAZINE, MAY 25—Fasom a Sxetca ar 4 Conarsraspmst, 


AWFUL CALAMITY AT MOBILE, ALA-SCENE AMONG THE RUINS AFTER TUE EXPLOSION OF THE ORDNANCE DEPOT 


1866—LAYING OFF OF NATIONAL CEMETERY 


N MAY 11, 1866, Mobile’s Board of 

Aldermen, with Mayor J. M. Withers 
presiding, adopted a resolution donating 
three acres of land to the United States 
Government, to be used as a National 
Cemetery. : 


The resolution, published the following 
day in The Mobile Daily News, read as 
follows: 


“Resolved, that the mayor, aldermen 
and council hereby donate to the United 
States Government three acres of land in 
the new burying ground as a place of burial 
for United States soldiers, to include the 
ground now occupied by the Federal dead, 
and that the committee is hereby required 
to set aside and designate the boundaries 
of the said three acres...” 


Action of the aldermen was in compliance 
with a request made by Col. W. D. Wicker- 
sham, chief of the quartermaster depart- 
ment of Alabama, and was the first step 
toward establishment of the now beauti- 
fully-kept burial ground for those who 
died in the military services of the United 
States. 


Immediately after the parcel of land was 
laid off, the government started transfer- 
ring bodies of those who died at Fort 
Gaines, Fort Powell, Spanish Fort, Fort 
Blakely, Fort Morgan, and from other 
points in Alabama to the Mobile cemetery. 


In 1894, the city donated an additional 
strip of land to the National Cemetery, 
extending it to Virginia Street and enlarg- 
ing it to 5.24 acres. In this addition the 
remains of soldiers who died at Fort Jack- 
son (Bienville’s old Fort Toulouse) are 
buried. In 1935, the U. S. Government 
purchased 2.41 acres of land on the south 
side of Virginia Street and immediately 
north of the Jewish Cemetery as another 
addition. In this latest addition, the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy recently 
placed a marker on the site of the old Con- 
federate breastworks which were located 
there. 

At present 2,738 persons, including vic- 
tims of The War Between the States, the 


Indian Wars, Spanish-American War, Phil- 
lippine Insurrection and World War are 
interred in the area. One hundred and 
twelve of those are unknown. 


Soldiers of The War Between the States 
buried in the plot came from the foilowing 
states: Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, lowa, 
Kansas, Kentucky, Jouisiana, Maine, 
Marvland, Massachusetts. Michigan, Min- 
nesota, Missouri, New Jersey, New York, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Vermont 
and Wisconsin. 


Adding to the beauty of the cemetery, 
which now comprises 7.65 acres, are two 
magnificent azalea beds planted there by 
the Francis Marion Jnge Chapter of the 
American War Mothers. 


Records of the National Ceinetery also 
show that the bodies of 15 men were 
brought back from Evrope and reinterred 
here. 


“Within four months after receiving 
its charier as a National Bank on Octo- 
ber 18, 1865, the business of the First 
Nationai Bank had increased to a point 
where an addition to its original capital 
stock was deemed advisable. The direc- 
tors of the bank therefore decided at their 
meeting on January 15, 1866, to increase 
the capital stock to the sum of $300,000. 


At this same meeting, the president and 
cashier of the bank were authorized to ar- | 
range for obtaining daily gold quotations 
from New York and New Orleans, and 
to select a London correspondent. That 
authorization evidences the fact that ever 
since its earliest days, the First National 
Bank has been actively engaged in fur- 
nishing complete banking service for its 
customers. 


At the annual meeting of the stock- 
holders cf the bank in 1866, three new 
directors were elected: A. J. Ingersoll, 
who served until 1868; Henry Hall, who 
served until 1890; and F. W. Kellogg, 
who served until 1867. 
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*‘Lord Mayor’s Barge.’’—A float in the O. O. M. Parade ‘‘Odd Crafts’’, 
on February 26, 1884 


1866—REVIVAL OF CARNIVAL CELEBRATION 


HE War Between the States caused 

virtual suspension of Mobile’s Car- 
nival celebrations during the four years 
1861-1865. The conflict drew most of the 
city’s young manhood to military services 
of the Confederacy and dampened too the 
cheerful spirit necessary to such occasions. 


But Mobile, proudly claiming the title, 
“Mother of Mystics*,’’ would not long be 
deprived of her parades, colorful tableaux 
and dances. On Shrove Tuesday of 1866, 
Joe Cain, a market clerk, revived the annual 
celebration by staging a one-man show. 
Cain, according to the late Erwin Craig- 
head, in his book, ‘‘ Mobile: Fact and. Tradi- 
tion,”’ appeared on this occasion dressed as 
an Indian chief, calling himself Slackabam- 
irimico. Another version, also taken into 


account by Craighead, says that Cain ar- 
rived in a decorated charcoal wagon, and 
played music. On Shrove Tuesday of the 
following year (1867), Cain reappeared— 
this time leading a group of sixteen former 
Confederate soldiers, who called themselves 
“The Lost Cause Minstrels’. 

If newspaper accounts are to be taken as 
conclusive, revival of carnival celebrations 
in Mobile began in earnest in 1868. On the 
morning of February 25, 1868, The Mobile 
Tribune carried the following description 
of carnival events of the previous day: 

“The society which turned out was the 
‘L. C.’, which has recently: sprung into 
existence. About four o'clock in the after- 
noon a covered wagon with a bale of hay 
in it, drawn by two horses, suddenly ap- 


*Mobile’s Mardi Gras celebrations began with the pranks perpetrated by soldiers under Lt. Marlos Lang- 
lois (the father of Fifise Langlois, who introduced the azalea in Mobile) at Fort Louis de la Mobile. The 
soldiers held their celebration yearly on St. Louis Day (August 25th) beginning in 1704 and continuing up 
to 1842. When Bienville moved the settlement to the present site of Mobile in 1711, Lt. Langlois instituted 
the Shrove Tuesday celebration of Boeuf Gras, which was continued intermittently until the outbreak of The 


War Between the States in 1861. 


Also in Spanish times in Mobile, there was a Spanish Mystic Society, which paraded on Twelfth Night 
(January 6th). Those celebrations continued until January 5th, 1835, when thé society gave its last demon- 


stration on the night preceding Twelfth Night. 


In 1830, Michael Krafft and others paraded on New Year's Eve, and three years later called their society 
Cowbellion de Rakin. Out of this society grew the Strikers, the T. D. S., and other groups who also paraded 


on New Year's. 


All those societies, however, were practically dormant during The War Between the States. The Joe 
Cain, mentioned in the foregoing story, enjoyed quite a reputation as a wit in Mobile. 
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peared on Royal Street, near Dauphin. 
The occupants of the curious looking ve- 
hicle numbered five and represented a 
strolling band of minstrels. Each indi- 
vidual! had a musical instrument in his 
hand. This novel crowd stopped in front 
of The Tribune office and favored us with 
a ‘delightful serenade’ ’’. 

In closing, the reporter stated: ‘The 
‘L. C’s.’ deserve credit for having taken 
the initiatory step in celebration of Mardi 
Gras, and we have every reason to believe 
that the next Mardi Gras day will be cele- 
brated in a most magnificent manner”. 

But Mobile did not have to wait until 
“next Mardi Gras Day”’ to witness a cele- 
bration in the “magnificent manner’. On 
the very evening of the day on which the 
foregoing newspaper story appeared in The 
Tribune, the Order of Myths presented 
their first Mardi Gras parade, which was 
described by The Tribune on the morning 
of February 26, 1868, as follows: 

‘The first anniversary celebration of the 
Order of Myths society was a grand suc- 
cess, and the observance of Mardi Gras of 


1868 will long be remembered by the com- 
munity of Mobile. 


“Shortly after eight o’clock Tuesday 
night, the O. O. M’s. appeared at the corner 
of Government and Royal Streets and 
launched a parade through downtown 
streets to Temperance Hall, where the 
remainder of the evening was devoted to 
a grand ball. 


“Prior to the ball, several tableaux from 
‘Lalla Rookh’ were presented. The cele- 
bration was a magnificent affair and far 
surpassed the expectations of all beholders. 
There are few of our readers who have not 
pored over the pages of ‘Lalla Rookh’ and 
who are not acquainted with the history 
of this Eastern romance. 


“The tableaux of last evening were ex- 
cellent and elicited warm applause... The 
lateness of the hour and our little acquaint- 
ance with the history of the organization of 
the society, which is strictly secret, pre- 
cludes our giving as extended a notice as 
we might desire. We can only say that as 
to the first anniversary turnout, the O. O. 


**Mexican Gulf Privateer’’—Another float in the O. O. M. Parade ‘‘Odd Crafts’’, 
on February 26, 1884. 
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M's. have every reason to be pleased with 
themselves’. 


{The First National Bank during its 
first year of existence demonstrated its 
faith in and loyalty to the people it 
served. For instance, in 1866, when car- 
petbaggers had straddled the state, tax 
- collections were at alow ebb and the State 
of Alabama was hard pressed for funds. 
Responding to the need of the times, the 
First National Bank lent the state $25,- 
000—a large sum in those hard times. 
It took a patriotic spirit to place faith in 
a state that was helpless beneath debt and 
the rule of those not interested in its 
future. 

On many other occasions the First 
National has responded to Alabama's 
call for financial help, and has also 
many times helped local governments 


through the extension of credit. 

{In the early days of banks, there 
were no ‘‘Safe Deposit Boxes’ as we 
know them today. If a customer wished 
to leave valuables with the bank, he would 
simply put them in a box of his own 
choosing, mark the box, and ask the bank 
to store the box in the bank's vault. No 
receipt was given at the time the box was 
left, and none was taken when the box 
was called for. 


That practice is in striking contrast 
with modern Safe Deposit service now * 
offered. For a trivial sum, any person 
can rent from the First National Bank 
a Safe Deposit Box to which he, and only 
he, has access. Those boxes are housed 
im concrete-and-steel vaults, providing 
the same protection afforded the bank's 
own cash and securities. 


1867—THE SHOOTING OF JUDGE RICHARD BUSTEED - 


BOUT 9:30 in the morning on Decem- 

ber 28, 1867, the silence of placid old 
Royal Street, between Dauphin and St. 
Francis, was abruptly shattered by the 
sharp report of pistol fire. Employees of 
the First National Bank (then located on 
the northwest corner of Royal and St. 
Francis) looked up from their work, and, 
like scores of others in nearby buildings, 
rushed into the street. 

To their amazement, they saw U. S. 
District Judge Richard Busteed—a norther- 
er appointed by President Abraham Lin- 
coln—collapse in the street, badly wounded. 

Immediately after Judge Busteed fell, 
they saw U. S. District Attorney L. V. B. 
Martin advance from a point near the steps 
of the Customs Building (now headquarters 
of the Mobile Chamber of Commerce) and 
fire two more shots into Busteed’s crumpled 
form. 

Thus violently did personal differences 
between Judge Busteed and Attorney Mar- 
tin flare into the open, drawing an expres- 
sion of fear from The Register & Advertiser 
that the episode would result in reprisal 
action from the Northerners then ruling 
the city. Although the people of Mobile 


well knew that Judge Busteed was incom- 
petént and probably guilty of corrupt prac- 
tices which had caused bad blood between 
him and Attorney Martin, the entire city 
at that time was so intimidated by the 
abusive powers of carpetbag domination, 
that the blame was placed on Martin, 
while Busteed’s virtues were extolled. In 
its story of the shooting, published on 
December 28, 1867, The Register & Ad- 
vertiser said: 


“The moral character of the Mobile 
public is not so bad that a murderous deed 
like this—shooting an unarmed and de- 
fenseless man down in the street in cold 
blood, without a word of warning—is looked 
upon with indifference; and we doubt 
whether the dastardly assassin could have 
safely passed through the excited crowds 
that thronged Royal Street for several 
hours after the affair... .” 

““.. The cause of this murderous as- 
sault naturally attracts inquiry, and will 
be fully investigated and made public. 
Judge Busteed is a sworn enemy to the 
monstrous corruptions in office with which 
this country is cursed. He has proved it, 
and was proceeding to prove it in the most 
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THE SHOOTING OF JUDGE RICHARD BUSTEED BX DISTKUCT ATTORNEY L, ¥. B. MARUIN, DECEMBER YOTH, AT MOLILYE, ALA. 


Artist’s conception of the shooting of Judge Richard Busteed, as it appeared in 
Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, January 18, 1868. 


emphatic manner; whatever may have been 
said or printed about his public history, 
nobody can deny that... .” 

. We charge our friends in the North 
to see to it that the odium of this wretched 
and cowardly deed is not cast upon the 
people of Mobile, nor attributed to any 
malevolent spirit prevailing among the 
Southern people. Its perpetration is not of 
us. Mr. Martin may be a Southern-born 
man, but he belongs to the class known 
here as ‘Southern renegades’. He is a 
radical”’. 

Judge Busteed recovered rapidly from 
his wounds, and subsequently—as carpet- 
bag rule weakened—a movement was 
launched to have him impeached. Serious 
charges were brought against him, but he 
remained in office until his resignation from 
the bench in 1874, after which time he re- 
turned to the North. Attorney Martin, 
meanwhile, resigned his post as District 
Attorney and moved to Texas; prosecution 


of charges against him in connection with 
the shooting were never pressed. 

By the time Judge Busteed resigned in 
1874, the people of Mobile had regained 
their rights. The Register, which had 
praised Judge Busteed in 1867, now pic- 
tured him in the true light. It was shown 
that on visits to the North prior to his 
resignation, he attempted to flank im- 
peachment proceedings against him by 
“suddenly turning radical and heaping the 
vilest abuse upon the Southern people’. 
That change in the character of the news- 
paper’s remarks about Judge Busteed in- 
dicates the end of carpetbag rule in Mobile. 

“In the year 1867, at the annual 
meeting of the stockholders, Jas. Robb 
was elected a director of the bank. He 
served until 1868. The records of the 
year 1867 also show that J. H. Masson 
was elected a director of the bank during 
the latter part of the year. He served 

until 1904. 
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The old Southern Market, constructed in the early 1850’s. Originally this 
building was used as a market place and militia armory. After The War Be- 
tween The States, several of Mobile’s municipal offices were removed to the 
upper floors of this building. Today only a few shops remain on the ground 
floor, and the building is generally known as the City Hall. 


1868—MOBILE’S FIRST SEWER LAID 


OBILE’S first sewer was laid down 

Conti Street in 1868, at the time the 
famous old Gulf City Hotel, later known 
as the Southern Hotel, was erected at the 
southeast corner of Conti and Water 
Streets. 


The Mobile Weekly Register of November 
21, 1868, told of the construction of the 
sewer and hotel as follows: ‘‘The hotel being 
constructed by Mr. D. O. Grady, at the 
southeast corner of Conti and Water 
Streets, is rapidly approaching completion, 
and when finished, will present a very 
creditable appearance. The workmen were 
busily engaged yesterday in building a 
large sewer from the hotel to the river, and 
the Board of County Commissioners, by 
continuing it to the courthouse just a 
short distance above, would abate the 
nuisance in that building, which has been 
the subject of frequent complaint by per- 
sons living in the vicinity and especially 


by those whose business brings them 
hither’’. 


The next major development of sewer 
facilities on Conti Street came in 1889, 
when the City granted a franchise for 
construction of a line by the Conti Street 
Sewer Company, a private company This 
line, with laterals into several side streets, 
extended as far west as the Lavretta home 
on Government Street and served the Jacob 
Pollock's) home, opposite Barton Academy, 
the E. L. Russell place, and the Minge and 
Goldsby homes. It served homes and busi- 
ness places in the Cathedral School block, 
the Bishop’s residence on Government, the 
section occupied by the Lyric and Saenger 
Theatres; stores on Dauphin between Jo- 
achim and Jackson; Conception Street from 
the building now occupied by seamen’s 
unions to Grant’s, then east on Dauphin to 
where Woolworth now has a store; on St. 
Emanuel Street, the Troy Laundry section, 


(3) Jacob Pollock, who later became a director of the bank, was the father of Miss Claire Pollock, Mrs. 
M. C. Altmayer, and the grandfather of J. Altmayer, large realty holders now living in Mobile. 


Sy bye. 
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and numerous other places on Royal, 
Water, Commerce and lower Conti Street. 


In May 1899, almost 10 years after the 
sewer was installed, the city council voted 
to acquire it and make it a part of its 
general sewer system. 


Fortunately for persons owning property 
which was served by the old Conti Street 
Sewer Company, they are exempt from 
sewerage taxes levied by the city. The 
Conti Street Sewer Company’s contract 
provided that “It is also further mutually 
agreed that the City of Mobile, acting 
through its proper authorities, shall have 
the privilege of substituting for connections 
now existing, a connection with any other 
line or branch of the general sewerage sys- 
tem of Mobile; provided, however, that 
when such substitution is required or made, 
the property and person thus required to 
make a connection with any other portion 


of the city’s general sewerage shall be 
exempt from the payment of any charge, 
tax or fee as fully and to ail intents and 
purposes as if his original connection re- 
mained intact”. 

Each user of Mobile’s sanitary sewer 
system is now required by law to pay 
a fixed charge of 380 cents a month where 
the amount of water used does not ex- 
ceed 3,750 gallons a month, plus a month- 
ly charge of 10 cents for every 1,000 
galicns used in excess of 1,750 gallons and 
not exceeding 2,750 gallons. Where the use 
is in excess of 3,759 gallons a month, a 
schedule of fixed monthly charges ranging 
from 30 cenis up to $7.50 applies, and in 
addition the user must pay a charge based 
on the quantity of water used. Consider- 
able savings therefore result to owners of 
properties which are exempt from charges 
due to a former connection to the old Conti 
Street Sewer Company lines. 


Old Custom House and Post Office, buiit in 1856. This building is now owned 
by the City of Mobile and is partly occupied by the Chamber of Commerce. 
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Validity of the old agreement was tested 
in the Alabama Supreme Court in 1937, in 
a case which attacked the legality of sewer 
taxes in general. The court upheld the 
legality of the sewer tax in general, and 
likewise held that the old agreement was 
still in force, although opposing counsel 
pointed out that the effect of the decision 
was to declare the agreement operative in 


perpetuity. 


{On April 23, 1868, C. W. Gazsam 
resigned the office of president of the 
bank, after having rendered two and one- 
half years of service to the institution. 
Moses Waring, one of the bank's founders 
and original directors, was elected to suc- 
ceed Mr. Gazzam. 


On the following day, the board of 
directors met and elected James H. Mas- 
son, prominent Mobile business man 
and private banker, to be vice-president 
of the First National Bank. 

{In 1868, The First National Bank, 
then only three years old, had deposits 
totaling $447,872.72. 


(During the First National’s early 
years, the South was flooded with counter- 
feit money, some of which was exception- 
ally well done. It therefore became im- 
portant for a bank to have personnel who 
easily and quickly recognized counterfeit 
money. The First National sent to 
Charleston, S. C., and obtained the ser- 
vices of a Mr. Horace E. Walpole as 
bank teller. Mr. Walpole had a reputa- 
tion for counting money quickly and de- 
tecting counterfeit very readily. 

{In the early days of the bank, the 
propriety of smoking in the banking 
rooms was seriously questioned. When 
the bank's board of directors met on 
March 12, 1868, they adopted the fol- 
lowing resolution: ‘‘During business 
hours, no smoking will be allowed in the 
public banking room, and no visitors 
can be permitted to come behind the 
counter’, 

(At the annual meeting of the stock- 
holders in January, 1869, Charles Lan- 
ter was elected a director of the bank. 
He served until 1875. 


View on Front Street, in the 1870’s. 
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MOSES WARING 
President of The First National Bank from 1868 to 1870. 
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View of the City and Harbor of Mobile about 1870. 
(From an old print.) 


1870—FEDERAL SURVEY OF MOBILE HARBOR 


N A LETTER from the United States 

Chief of Engineers, dated July 20, 1870, 
Major C. B. Reese, Corps of Engineers, in 
charge of the Mobile district office, was 
directed to submit a project for improve- 
ment of Mobile’s harbor and the ship 
channel through the bay. 


The order came on the heels of appro- 
priation by Congress of $50,000 for the 
work. This project was the first since 
1857, when work on the harbor was stopped 
owing to the threat of civil war. Prior to 
1857, the government had undertaken 
several Mobile harbor projects at various 
times since 1826, and in those days the 
depth of the channel at Dog River bar 
was about 71% feet. Moving swiftly, Major 
Reese, in a letter dated August 5, 1870, 
outlined the following proposals on the 
project: 


“1. To dredge out Choctaw Pass, Dog 
River bar, and the channel above and be- 
low Dog River bar so as to give a channel 
which shall be 300 feet wide and 13 feet 
deep at mean low tide; the location of said 
channel through the bay.” 


2. To remove the upper and lower lines 
of obstructions consisting of rows of piles, 
driven close to each other, and of sunken 
hulks, filled with bricks or rather heavy 
material, so as to make the openings where 
the channel will pass through the obstruc- 
tions 600 feet at the upper and 1,200 feet 
at the lower line. 


3. To prosecute the survey of the har- 
bor, especially in reference to determining 
more definitely what are the obstructions 
which will require removal, and their exact 
positions; and also to determine, by sound- 
ings, the present depth of water down the 
proposed channel, until 13 feet of water at 
mean tide is reached. 

4. Leave in abeyance and for future 
study the question of the propriety of clos- 
ing any of the outlets of Mobile River, 
above Choctaw Pass, or of confining the 
current of the river in any way, with a 
view of producing a useful effect from 
scouring”’. 

Major Reese’s project was given formal 
approval of the Chiefof Engineers in a letter 
dated August 18, 1870. Bids were invited 
for dredging the proposed channel, and the 
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contract was awarded to John Grant, who 
bid 50 cents a cubic yard for dredging— 
although original estimates had been based 
on anticipated price of 40 cents a cubic 
yard. 

Grant started work on September 20, 
1870, but progress on the undertaking was 
impeded by yellow fever which during 
those days took many lives in Mobile, 
including that of Major Reese. Before the 
project was completed, it became necessary 
for Col. J..H. Simpson, who then was in 
charge of the engineers here, to obtain an 
additional appropriation of $200,000. 

Following is an outline of the amount of 
dredging required under the project: 

“For dredging Choctaw Pass, to give a 
channel 300 feet wide and 11 feet of water 
at low tide—110,000 cubic yards. 

For dredging Dog River bar, to give 
11 feet of water, and a channel 300 feet 
wide—129,000 cubic yards. 

For dredging below Dog River to give 
13 feet of water through the lower bay, 
300 feet wide—887,000 cubic yards’. 


- Toward the close of 1869, Moses 
Waring notified the bank’s board of di- 


rectors of his desire io resign from the 
office of president of the bank, and at the 
meeling of the bank's directors on Jan- 
nary 11, 1876, James H. Masson was 
elected president to succeed Mr. Waring. 

While serving as vice president of the 
First Nationai Benk in 1869, Mr. Mas- 
son aise carried on @ private banking 
business, according to the City Directory 
of that year. 

The directory lisied him as a ‘“‘money 
iroker’ and as vice president of the First 
National. At that ime, his private bank 
was conducted at 82 St. Francis Street. 


Directories do not give evidence of his 
having continued his private banking 
concern following nis election to the pres- 
édency of the First National in 1870. 


€The year 1870 was characterized by 
severe business depression, which culmi- 
nated in the financial panic of 1878. 
The First National Bank’s deposits 
were $289,721.58. Despite the depressed 
conditions and shrinkage in deposits, 
however, the bank continued to be a tower 
of strength during those hard times in 
Mobile. 


St. Francis Street Slip, in the 1880’s. 
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JAMES H. MASSON 
President of The First National Bank from 1870 to 1904 


cose | pate 


2 \ 

















AE Sg ‘ 
2 


RES 
22062 Cee 


“RAseree: 
Pudace a 


+ 





sa 






PIRT TPR EPL Re th py 
ED Seas bt kee = Vet pek eRtgee 
: Snaat 5 Per |. 5 ed 








CO Sones 46 Cedar Se X 


Facsimile of a check drawn in 1867 on the private banking house of James 
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H. Masson, who later became president of The First National Bank. Note the 
expression ‘‘Second of Exchange (first unpaid)’’ on the check. In those days 
people buying goods out of Mobile paid for them with checks like the above, 


and every check was drawn in duplicate. 


The original check would first be 


mailed, and then the duplicate would be sent by a later mail. The reason for 
this practice. of mailing duplicate checks was that the mail service was irregular 


and undependable. 


1871—EXPLOSION OF THE “OCEAN WAVE” 


HILE hundreds of excursionists 

clambered aboard the 27-ton ferry 
boat Ocean Wave, as she prepared to sail 
from the Point Clear pier on the afternoon 
of August 27, 1871, a terrific explosion 
wrecked the boat, killed more than a score 
of her passengers and injured many others. 


The following is part of an eye-witness 
account of the tragedy as given The Mobile 
Register by Ben Lane, who happened to be 
sitting on the porch of the Point Clear 
Hotel at the time of the explosion, 


-“TIt was my ill fortune yesterday to wit- 
ness the saddest scenes I ever beheld. I 
have seen many battle fields strewn with 
hecatombs of gory dead and wounded, but 
there the victims were strong men, and 
such scenes were normal, usual and antici- 
pated. But yesterday I witnessed a catas- 
trophe in which helpless women and child- 
ren were the chief victims. I saw bodies 
frightfully mutilated, torn, scalded; some 
struggling in a last vain effort to escape 
from the overwhelming waters; some res- 
cued only to prolong their sufferings for a 
few hours. The boat gave out a queer his- 
sing sound before the explosion. Then came 


the report, followed by a rumbling, hissing 
sound. Fragments of timber and metals 
flew in all directions. The fore part of the 
boat and cabin was completely carried 
away.... The guests of the hotel and the 
residents turned out in a body and rendered 
every possible assistance. Large numbers 
of boats were hurried to the scene, but they 
arrived too late to save the drowning. All 
was over with them in less than five minutes. 
But many of these were so badly wounded 
that they would have died, if rescued. 

The number of passengers on the Wave 
is only conjectural, and so is the number of 
the lost. But the boat was certainly crowd- 
ed, and it is safe to estimate the number 
aboard at over two hundred. Very many 
of these were children, and many little hats 
and bonnets came ashore to tell the tale of 
the little victims beneath the waves. How 
many were lost, it is impossible to know. 
The number will probably never be accu- 
rately known....The boiler was torn 
open, with a long seam. It was so rotten 
as literally to tear open. If it had been 
stronger, so as to explode with greater 


‘violence, the destruction would probably 


have been greater.” 
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The ill-fated bay ferry boat ‘‘OQcean Wave’’ 


“The Ocean Wave has for some time been 
considered an unsafe boat. A criminal re- 
sponsibility rests somewhere, and it ought 
to be visited upon those to whom the reck- 
lessness and incapacity are attributable. 


The system of inspections everywhere is 
loose, careless and reckless, and officers who 
give an official safety certificate to such 
old shells of boilers ought to lose their 
official heads, if not their necks’ 


Weighing cotton for shipment from Mobile in the 1870's. 
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Old Mobile Cotton Exchange and Chamber of Commerce Building, formerly 
located at St. Francis and Commerce Streets. 


1871—FOUNDING OF THE MOBILE COTTON EXCHANGE 


N DECEMBER 4, 1871, a group of 
Mobile business men, who thought 
that the cotton business should be concen- 
trated in the South instead of in New York, 
met in the offices of Mobile’s Board of 
Trade to inaugurate a movement which 
shortly thereafter resulted in the establish- 
ment of the Mobile Cotton Exchange. 
Reporting that development, The Regis- 
ter on the following morning stated: 
“According to notice, a meeting was 
held last night at the rooms of the Board 
of Trade for the organization of a Cotton 
Exchange in this city. Col. D. E. Huger 
was called to the chair, and Mr. E. C. Dor- 
gan requested to act as secretary. Col. 
Huger, on taking the chair, explained the 
object of the meeting and stated that there 
were already 50 merchants who had author- 
ized their names to be used as subscribers 
to the enterprise.” 


In a follow-up story on a subsequent 
meeting, The Register on December 8, 
stated: 


“A meeting of the Mobile Cotton Exchange 
took place yesterday evening at 7 o'clock, 
Col. D. E. Huger, president pro tem, pre- 
siding. 

The committee on organization sub- 
mitted the constitution and by-laws, which 
were adopted. 


The committe of seven, appointed at 
the previous meeting, was continued for 
the purpose of obtaining signatures to the 
constitution, with instructions to file a 
copy of the constitution with the Judge of 
Probate for the purpose of incorporation. 
The committee was requested to urge the 
signing of the constitution, and suggest a 
meeting for final organization and election 
of officers’’. 
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Discussing establishment of the exchange, 
The Register said editorially: 

“As we understand, this is a part of a 
general policy to be adopted throughout the 
cotton states, and has as its object concen- 
tration of the cotton business in the South 
instead of having it controlled almost en- 
tirely in New York, as has been the case 
since the war. New Orleans inaugurated 
the move last year, and its exchange has 
grown to large and important dimensions, 
and she is now using her influence to build 
up similar institutions in all southern 
ports’. 


The Exchange first occupied what was 
known in those days as the Old Arcade, be- 
tween St. Michael Street and Planter’s Alley. 
In 1886 it joined with the Chamber of Com- 
merce and built its own quarters at St. 
Francis and Commerce Streets. This 
building subsequently burned, destroying 
most of the records of the Exchange. 


{At the annual meeting of the stock- 
holders in 1872, Rittenhouse Moore was 
elected a director of the bank, and served 
an that capacity until 1885. 


1873—“BLACK FRIDAY” AND THE NATIONAL PANIC 


“Mobile will ever be true to her past, and 
even those who bitterly complain that she is 
‘slow, never dared deny she is safe’’. 


Thus editorialized The Mobile Register in 
a time when the city faced one of its great- 
est economic crises—the panic of 1873. 
This proud boast, representing a spirit 
which has brought Mobile to its present en- 
viable place under the industrial sun, came 
just a few days after ‘“‘Black Friday”’ 
(September 19, 1873). 

Actually, Mobile’s business on ‘Black 
Friday” failed to show any effects of the 
crash which subsequently was to bring so 
much woe to her economic life, and which 
on that very day precipitated pandemon- 
ium on Wall Street. 

-A special article dispatched by reporter 
DeLeon from New York to The Register 
described the economic upheaval as follows: 

“Since the shaking of infamous Black 
Friday (1869), New York finance has never 
been so racked in the very marrow of its 
bones as it was yesterday. The ague that 
set its teeth chattering early in the day, 
culminated later in a terrible congestive 
chill, which shook and shattered it like a 
feather in the whirlwind. And the end is 
not yet; for today’s symptoms—up to this 
hour of mailing—have not been hopeful for 
the ultimate recovery of the shaken patient. 

“The Stock Market opened yesterday 
with a furious hubbub, known only within 
the mystic confines of the Board. Since 


the days of Black Friday (1869) no such 
pandemonium—made up of howls, hat- 
smashings, ‘yahoos!’ of the stronger, and 
bitter oaths of the crushed—has been 
known in New York; and the curious in- 
terest of the gallery audience composed of 
many well-dressed women, culminated in 
contagious excitement that was almost as 
fierce, and far more uncontrollable, than 
that below”. 

DeLeon’s story, after listing names of 
prominent Eastern firms which were swept 
out of existence on the day of the crash, 
went on to charge that several New York 
financiers “‘entered into a combination to 
bear the market”’. 

News from New York shocked Mobile 
business circles, made its leaders appre- 
hensive, but generally the community as- 
sumed a calm attitude and methodically 
started getting its house in order for the 
worst. 

Editorially, The Mobile Register issued 
daily pleas for sane action on the part of 
the public in the crisis. An example of 
its admonitions follows: 

“Tt is now for our business community of 
all classes to act with great caution in mak- 
ing their choice as to the course to be pur- 
sued—whether to bring down the crops and 
slowly move them by degrees, or allow 
them to accumulate in the hands of the 
farmer until the imperative demands of 
trade and manufacturers burst open the 
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The credit of the State of Alabama was not always as good as it ts today. Above ts 
facsimile of a note given by the State to the First National Bank of Mobile in 1873. The 
note, for what would be a neglig gible umount in State transactions today, was not paid at tts 
maturity, presumably because the State was without funds to meet it. Collateral had been 
deposited to secure the debt and the note was liquidated from the proceeds of ner of the col- 
lateral, and the excess amount received from the sale was paid over to the Sta 


Oe yal 
















: os Re ‘% Moats i: 
1 in on . . 
bw ® gine op =e “uae 
“en  -aa Dy ‘ \ \s 
‘Ss » sak \aiaasad Soni ay e 4 | 
ee Pt ree Sareea, ae Har | os ta 
wa de a ae Nin wat Beticate ee | 
EQN gal Fh, Nodes “Sa 7 
ene ene » tana Se = poryrone er be | 
Sat. song a 


eae ‘tae 
nee 


—pinbaentee, “NAS SRS Sse © Am we | 
. ve a i 
em eS ashe De ae 


a Date! Se r 
yee ol ve Va > SN ss 

Xu 5 < Ks) a PAY, mt BRS Gy 

Te ics i oh se igs 

WN Sean) * Se , ae 


X a sacs, ese, 


‘ 











as 
moneriprencopet 4p? 


é HO eg nN 
v7 ‘ 22, ai ‘.. aor 
a eed 


barriers retaining them captive. The skill, 
prudence and integrity of our banks and 
bankers will, doubtless, carry them through 
the present crisis, and although by wise 
and proper restraint in their dealings with 
the North they may lose some of their im- 
mediate profits, they will be ultimately 
amply. compensated when these dealings 
may be resumed with more security’. 


Files of The Register trace the harrowing 
developments of the remainder of the panic 
era, reporting that scarcity of currency led 
to use of deposit certificates. The news- 


papers called upon the banks to issue daily 
statements on their condition, a request 
which was promptly granted by the First 
National Bank of Mobile. 


{The First National's early cashters 
lived in rooms over the banking room, 
and there was a large trap door in the 
ceiling of the banking room so that the 
cashier living above could raise it and 
see the whole bank at one time. There 
was also a big bell over the bank door 
outside, which the cashier could ring tf 
he needed help. 


1875—ORGANIZATION OF FIRST REGIMENT, 
ALABAMA STATE TROOPS 
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THE GRAND KEVIEW.—Diawe oy Seurts ase These 


Sketch of Alabama State Troops drilling at Mobile during their annual 
encampment in 1885, as it appeared in Harper’s Weekly. 


FTER the close of The War Between 
the States, the Federal Government 


took steps to discourage control of military 


activities by individual States. Asa result, 
Mobile’s several militia organizations of 
long standing were forced to curtail their 
training. 

However, the early 1870’s brought a 
demand for state militia, and on September 
9, 1875, the First Regiment, Alabama State 
Troops, was formed here. The organization 
meeting was held in the old armory, which 


was then a part of the City Hall property, 
the armory being located on the north side 
of Church Street, between Royal and 
Water Streets. 

Organizations making up the regiment 
were the Mobile Cadets, Mobile Rifles, 
Washington Light Infantry, Gulf City 
Guards, Alabama State Artillery, Baldwin 
Rifles, Cleburne Guards and the Demopolis 
Rifles. 

With its individual members and com- 
panies engaging vigorously in all its activ- 
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ities, the First Alabama soon earned a fine ing; and J. Pat Hanlon, commercial teller, 


reputation. During its encampments, held who is a cousin of Lt. P. J. Hanlon. 

on the Bay just south of the city, governors 

of Alabama paid official calls, and reviewed {In 1875, Mobile was still feeling the 
its maneuvers and drills. Many present-day effects of the panic of 1873. The First 
Mobile business men are descendants of the National Bank, however, was working 
original officers of this regiment. Among shoulder to shoulder with the people of 
them are three members of the present First Mobile toward business and financial 
National Bank organization: James T. recovery. In that year the bank showed 
Overbey, assistant cashier, who is the deposits of 8285,765.55—practically the 
grand-nephew of Maj. W. H. Sheffield ; same as the deposits of 1870, although 
Wythe L. Whiting, Jr., commercial teller, the five-year period was one of the most 
who is the grandson of Lt. Col. J. W. Whit- trying Mobile ever encountered. 


The First National Bank’s second home, as it appeared in 1875. The bank’s 
third home (now the Mobile offices of the Alabama Power Company), 
was erected on this site. 
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1877—DEATH OF JOHN FORSYTH, FAMOUS EDITOR 


N MAY 2, 1877, death ended the 
carcer of one of Mobile’s most famous 
newspaper editors—John Forsyth. 

A Princeton graduate and son of a con- 
gressman from his native Georgia, John 
Forsyth first came to Mobile in 1835 and 
established a law practice. Two years later, 
he purchased The Mobile Register—a step 
which led to such success that he became 
known as one of the South’s most able 
journalists. 

President Pierce, recognizing Forsyth’s 
contributions to the prestige of the Demo- 
cratic party, appointed him Minister to 
Mexico—a post he held for a brief period. 

Coming back to his desk at The Regis- 
ter office, Forsyth vigorously champicned 
Stephen A. Douglas and his doctrine of 
local sovereignty. 

The following excerpts from The Regis- 
ter’s story on the morning after his death 
attest to the esteem with which Forsyth 
was held by his colleagues and his readers: 

“Last evening at 10 minutes past 6 
o'clock, passed away that spirit which for 
nearly 40 years has been felt through these 


1878—YELLOW 


N 1878, Mobile, along with Memphis, 

New Orleans and other cities of the 
South, was visited by a terrible epidemic 
of yellow fever. Eighty-three persons died 
of the disease in Mobile and 297 were made 
ill by it. Most of the deaths occurred in 
the southern part of town. 

The infection in Mobile supposedly came 
from Biloxi, Miss., the first case having 
been reported here in August of 1878. In- 
vasion of the ‘‘yellow scourge”’ struck terror 
into the hearts of local residents. In a 
serious state of panic, hundreds sought to 
flee the city, but their hopes of escape in 
most cases were crushed by strict quaran- 
tines adopted by other towns and cities 
against infected areas. 

From day to day the number of afflicted 
increased to alarming proportions. Doc- 
tors, nurses and able-bodied individuals 


columns; which by its straight, unswerving 
course toward the right, has made Southern 
journalism a power and a name; that spirit 
which, in every more intimate relation of 
life, as husband, as father, friend and as- 
sociate, blended the tenderness and gentle 
truth of woman with ali the higher attri- 
butes of man. 

“,.. In 1859, he went to the Legisla- 
ture. Steadily he labored; ever quick to 
detect and to resent a wrong to his beloved> 
Scuth; ever a faiihfui watchman through 
that long and black political night that fol- 
lowed the bloody course of the Southern 
sun and settled dewn upon our land with 
its Lost Cause. 

“... And as we write these words, with 
a sadness deeper than their cold formula 
can tell, the busy brain is still, the honest 
hand is cold and the true heart is quiet for- 
evermore. But, even as we realize not 
wholiy the power of the blow that has 
fallen, so will the public who sorrow with 
us gauge only gradually the full measure 
of the Joss to them and their best interests 
in the death of John Forsyth”. 


FEVER EPIDEMIC 


worked day and night to alleviate suffering 
of the unfortunate victims. As evidenced 
by the toll, their efforts on individual cases 
were often nullified. 


Taking foremost parts in relief activities 
in the epidemic-gripped city were Father 
Abram J. Ryan, poet-priest of the Con- 


federacy, and those brave and charitable 
members of the Can't-Get-Away Club. 
Many are the stories detailing the charities 
of Father Ryan and the club members. 
The priest stood ready at any hour of the 
day or night to administer to the sick and 
dying, while throughout the city nurses and 
doctors toiled with patients who had been 
found by club members. The Can’t-Get- 
Away men, aside from raising funds for 
nurses’ hire, pitched in themselves and 
nursed the sick. 
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Out of the tragic period arose bitter dis- 


putes between Mobile and other cities— 
principally New Orleans. Authorities of 
both cities accused each other of with- 
holding from the public the extent of the 
disease in their respective communities. 
Harsh words were exchanged between cities 


over the question of the quarantine. 


Actually, the Mobile Board of Health did 


clamp down on its bulletins to the press on 
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the disease. The Daily Register of October 
5, 1878, published an apology to the public 
over its failure to carry details on the 
number of cases and deaths. The news- 
paper explained that the Board of Health 
had adopted a policy of not giving out such 
reports. 

It was not until October 30 that the 
disease lifted its hold on Mobile. On that 
date the last death was reported. 
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“Barrett Lightning Matinee Train” which ran between Mobile and New Orleans, 


as it appeared in the 1870’s. 


Ober Anderson & Co., later became the Alabama 


Corn Mills Co., whose officers were L. Le Baron Lyons, president, Herbert 
Lyons, vice-president, and S. O. Starke, Sr., secretary-treasurer. 


1879—INSTALLATION OF FIRST TELEPHONE IN MOBILE 


A’ amazed group of Mobilians gathered 
in the coal yard of A. C. Danner), 
in 1879 and witnessed for their first time 
a demonstration of telephonic communica- 
tion. 

They were accorded this privilege be- 
cause of the interest Mr. Danner took in 
the invention of the telephone by Alexander 





Graham Bell in 1876. Mr. Danner, who 
at that time was engaged in the coal busi- 
ness, bought two phones, connected them 
with 100 feet of wire, and for some time 
made use of the hookup in the conduct of 
his business. 

Subsequently, a movement was launched 
by Mr. Danner and C. G. Merriweather, to 


i4)A. C. Danner was the father of Paul Danner, president of the Mobile Coal Co. His grandson, 


Robert S. Bacon, is now an officer of the bank. 
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establish a telephone exchange in Mobile. 
Successful in their efforts, the first exchange 
phone was installed at Danner’s Coal Yard 
on Friday, November 13, 1879, and the 
exchange was formally opened November 
16. At the time of its opening, the fledgling 
exchange had only 32 subscribers. 

On the 50th anniversary of the invention 
of the telephone (November 30, 1926) the 
Mobile office of the Southern Bell Tele- 
phone Co. held an anniversary banquet at 
the Scottish Rite Cathedral. To this ban- 
quet were invited all the surviving sub- 
scribers to Mobile’s pioneer telephone ex- 
change. Among those attending the ban- 
quet were: F. C. Bromberg, Mr. and Mrs. 
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Neander Crane, Sen. John Craft, Major 
and Mrs. James K. Glennon), Mr. and 
Mrs. E. T. Toomer, Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Pillans), George B. Toulmin, Col. Fred 
S. Cox, and Gregory L. Smith®™. Also 
among the guests at the banquet were rep- 
resentatives of the following present Mobile 
business firms who were pioneer subscribers 
to the service: First National Bank, Battle 
House, Bidgood Stationery Co., Adam 
Glass & Co., L. Hammel Dry Goods Co., 
The Mobile Register, Stonewail Insurance 
Co., Western Union Telegraph and the Mo- 
bile Cotton Exchange. J. L. Bedsolet, who ” 
was president of the Chamber of Commerce, 
was principal speaker at the dinner. 
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Facsimile of a check drawn on the First National Bank in 1879. The black 
square in the upper left-hand corner of the check marks the place where the 
Internal Revenue Stamp was affixed to the check, as was required in those days. 
The dotted-line cross in the lower right-hand corner shows where the check 
was ‘‘cancelled”’ with a tin paper-cutter. Even as late as 1879, banks did not 
furnish checks for their depositors; each depositor had to pay for his own. 


1879—MOBILE ADOPTS “PORT GOVERNMENT” 


OMING to the aid of Mobile’s financi- 

ally distressed municipal government, 
the Alabama Legislature on February 11, 
1879, passed bills placing the city under 
jurisdiction of a new governmental agency 
known as The Port of Mobile. The city’s 
old charter was repealed, and new govern- 
ing bodies established, including three Port 





Commissioners, and a Board of Police Com- 
missioners. Appointed by the governor to 
serve as Port Commissioners were L. M. 
Wilson*, W. J. Hearin, and James A. 
McCaa. Subsequently, as provided by the 
new legislation, the people of Mobile elected 
eight citizens to serve as a Board of Police 
Commissioners; members of that original 


(5)Major and Mrs. Glennon were the parents of John F. Glennon, president of the real estate firm of 


Jas. K. Glennon Co., Inc. 


(6)Mr. and Mrs. Harry Pillans were the parents of Palmer Pillans of the law firm of Pillans. Cowley 


& Gresham, and Harry T. Pillans, now connected with the Civil Service Board of the State of Alabama in 
Mobile. 

(7)Gregory L. Smith was the brother of Harry T. Smith, of the law firm of Harry T. Smith & Caffey, 
and the father of Harry Hardy Smith of the law firm of Smith & Johnston. 


Mr. Bedsole was at this time and stiil is a director of the bank. 
*Mr. Wilson later became a director of the bank. 
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Board were: Richard B. Owen, Price Wil- 
liams, Sr., Joseph Cahill, Jonathan Kirk- 
bride, John Callaghan, James McDonnell, 
Frank P. Andrews and Palmer J. Pilians. 


Principal reasons for repeal of the city’s 
charter and adoption of. the new form of 
government were financial. The munici- 
pality owed debts totaling approximately 
$3,000,000—a comparatively large indebt- 
edness, mostly inherited from days of car- 
petbag misrule. It was openly charged that 
more than $1,000,000 of the city’s bonds 
had been given two railroads which had no 
existence except on paper. 


Explaining the necessity for the Port 
Government legislation, The Register 


pointed out that ‘‘Mobile simply asked the 
State to throw around the city the same 
protection which she assumed herself. The 
State, after repealing the law under which 
she could have been sued for her debts, 
offered a compromise with her creditors, 
whereby she discarded a large amount of 
interest due on her old debt of $6,000,000, 
for a new direct and contingent debt.”’ 


Passage of the Port Government legisla- 
tion was 2 great relief to the people of Mo- 
pile, It substantially reduced the expenses 
of municipal government, which in turn” 
was accompanied by a reduction of city 
licenses and the re-establishment of the 
city’s credit. 


1882—INTRODUCTION OF JERSEY CATTLE IN MOBILE 


NE of the most significant develop- 

ments in the history of Mobile’s 
dairying industry occurred December 8, 
1882, when the late George G. Duffee, 
onetime mayor of the city, brought the first 
shipment of Jersey cattle into Mobile 
County. The shipment comprised 20-odd 
head of cows, all of which had been se- 
lected by Mr. Duffee during an extended 
visit to the Isle of Jersey. 


While not the first Jerseys to be brought 
here, Mr. Duffee’s herd was the first group 
of mentionable size to be imported. Rec- 
ords of the American Jersey Cattle Club 
show that the first purebred Jersey cow 
brought to Mobile county was Rose of Isle, 
transferred from J. E. Phillips, of Balti- 
more, Md., to F. S. Cox, of Mobile on 
October 15, 1874. 

Files of The Mobile Weekly Register ot 
December 2, 1882, tell of the arrival of 
Mr. Duffee’s cattle at New Orleans, and 
of how a quarantine law in force at the 
time prevented his landing them there. 


After an exchange of telegrams with the . 


Secretary of the Treasury at Washington, 
in which the Mobilian was told the quaran- 
tine law could not be modified to allow 
entrance of his cattle, it was agreed that 
Mr. Duffee could bring his stock to Mobile 
by ship provided he isolated them upon 


arriva:. It was explained that the quaran- 
tine actually was designed as protection of 
the country from importation of Mexican 
cattle. 

Following is a story carried in The 
Weekly Register of December 9, 1882, des- 
cribing the arrival of Mr. Duffee’s ship- 
ment: 

“The twenty-six head of cattle purchased 
to order in the Isle of Jersey by George G. 
Duffee, of this city, reached here on Mon- 
day at 1 o'clock on the steamer Georgia 
Muncey, from New Orleans. Notice of the 
arrivai of the little butter cows in that port 
was only made in these columns, as was 
also the discussion that then arose as to 
the quarantine. Of the transfer of the cattle 
from the steamship City of Lincoln to the 
Muncey, The Times-Picayune gives the fol- 
lowing description: 

“(The transfers were attended with 
several amusing incidents. Five of the 
sailors of the City of Lincoln were engaged 
to lead the cattle, but more help being 
necessary, Mr. Duffee employed a boy 
about 14 years of age to hire the services 
of seven others, allowing him $4 to pay 
himself and them. When the time came 
for the transfer of the cattle, the five sailors 
and eight boys were promptly on hand, 
but the Jerseys were rather difficult to 
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handle. The calves, which were too smail 
to walk, were placed upon the shoulders of 
the sailors, which treatment of their off- 
spring the mothers did not think was the 
proper thing, so they pulled at the ropes 
by which they were led, and behaved in 


such an obstreperous manner that persons 
along the route from the river to Magnolia 
Bridge were under the impression that an- 
other menagerie circus had arrived, the 
procession of animais and men being such 
a lengthy and lively one.’ 


“On arrival here, the cattle were taken 
at once to Mr. Duffee’s farm at the head 
of Conti Street. A few davs rest will 
greatly freshen the an:mals, and they will 
then be exhibited to ali who care to inspect 
them. In the nieantime, they are in re- 
tirement.” 

On his second cow-buying trip to the 
Isle of Jersey in 1884, Mr. Duffee brought 
125 head of stock, described by The Register 
as being “the largest shipment that had 
been sent from the isitand, and the largest 
which has been sent for such a distance.” 


1884—FIRST PARADE OF THE “COMIC COWBOYS” 


ILLED as Dr. Cutter’s ‘‘Wildest Westest 

Show,” the Comic Cowboys, who an- 
nually bring laughter to Mobile’s Mardi 
Gras throngs, made their first appearance 
in the annual carnival celebration on Feb- 
ruary 26, 1884. 

The organization, founded by Dave 
Levi, drew praise from The Mobile Reg- 
ister following its initial parade. 

This is what the newspaper had to say 
on the following day: 

“In all the years of day parades, devoted 
to absurdity pure and simple, nothing 
funnier has ever been seen than the bur- 
lesque pageant of Dr. Cutter’s Wildest 
Westest Show, originated and carried out to 
exemplify the untamable and unquench- 
able vim of Mobile flat marksmanship. 
First rode forth on a fiery steed, Dr. Cutter, 
‘The Devil Spirit of the Flats’; prompt to 
the second, for the doctor’s watch always 
knocks the block out of standard time. 
With him rode the famous ‘Eagle Eye,’ 
White-brown Chief of the Chick-aha-saws, a 
brave famed on many a street corner; and 
Major Lillie of the flaxen locks, Whiter- 
browner Chief of the Papoosa Mamas, a hero 
noted in more word-battles than Hector, 
the Greek of old. 


“First following, the crowds read the 
emblem of— 


‘The New Society, First Anniversary—We 
Never. Speak as We Pass By! 


. “With its guard of 10 Indians in wildest 


western war paint, each mounted on his 
model mustang, the procession moved along. 
Then roiled on the world-renowned ‘over- 
land coach’, mud-splashed from tire to hub, 
and covered with skins of slaughtered deer. 
The coach was driven by a bearded border 
ruffan, who handled six marvelous mules, 
freshly lassoed on the flats of Whistler; and 
inside rode eight of the blood-drenched 
chiefs who had assisted at the massacre of 
many a free-lunch and danced in the sand, 
which dance is celebrative of victory. 
Standing on top of the coach was the 
antlered stag, ‘Pet of the Petticoats’ in the 
wildest westest show. Conspicuous on the 
front of the coach was read, Dr. Cutter’s 
copyright sign: ‘We Show, Rain or Shine’.” 

“Then followed mounted Indians and 
cowboys by the score, guarding the float 
on which shone and glittered Dr. Cutter’s 
prizes, won in many a close contest. It 
was evident the doctor shot not only for 
glory, but for tin. Many rich plates proved 
this; while cups, medals and spoons showed 
his peerless prowess. A huge swinging coffee 
pot, with cup on spout, was trophy of his 
90-hour test match with the famous Cat. 
Bombardus; while in a glittering sauce pan 
with cake broiler was told the story wherein 


_ he beat Frank Carmelich, who beats the 


drum. There glittered, also, the huge razor 
to tell how close was the shave by which 
he ‘shot out’ Laurine Williams, at Coney 
Island last summer. In that match, Dr. 
Cutter shot 10,000 pins out of paper with- 
out tearing it, driving the pins through a 
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four-inch plank, in the form of his mono- 
gram. 

“Yesterday, in riding through the streets, 
Dr. Cutter showed equal proofs of his great 
skill. A cowboy would throw up a bottle of 
Mum’s ‘Extra Dry’. Loading his repeat- 
ing rifle, the doctor would cut the six 
wires with as many bullets; shoot off the 
foam as the cork flew, and then right the 
bottle with another shot. With the last 
two he would straighten the cork and drive 
it home in the mouth of the bottle, before 
a drop spilled. 

Cutter’s reception by the G. C. G. C. 
which next followed, should not be taken 
au pied de a letire, as a bore. A huge and 
magnificent specimen of the wildest western 
paternal swine, garnished with carrots and 
other highly-colored vegetables, surmount- 
ed this float. It was a splendid specimen 
of papier-mache work, and typified the 
solid side of the feast. An empty bucket, 
bottom upwards and labeled ‘Punch’ and 
two ditto nursing bottles told of the fluid 
‘Joys We Have Tasted’. 

Then came more cowboys, and finally a 
squaw, hauling, in Indian cradle, ‘Mrs. 
Eagle-Eye’s Baby’—a red and feathered 
chief in miniature, strapped in its sling. 
Between its feet rested ‘the little brown 


jug’; six feet of rubber hose leading to its 
painted lips. Then came more cradle slings, 
more infantile charges, and more novel 
nursing bottles. They included ‘Major 
Lillie’s Baby,’ ‘Mamma’s Baby,’ and last, a 
‘Mobile Baby,’ black as the 10 of spades, 
which is nine times blacker than the ‘Burro’ 
ridden by ‘Peanuts,’ a colored boy. 

The clever burlesque wound up with 
placards repeating the familiar formula— 
“We Show, Rain or Shine.’ 

All along the line, laughter greeted Dr. 
Cutter’s Wildest Westest Show.” 


{Recognizing the fact that Mobile's 
annual Carnival celebrations play an 
amportant part in the social and recrea- 
tional life of the city—as well as being 
a powerful tourist attraction—the First 
National Bank has always been a sub- 
scriber to the Mobile Carnival Associa- 
tion. 

{At the annual meeting of the stock- 
holders in 1885 two new directors were 
elected: Lorenso M. Wilson, who served 
until 1891, and Henry A. Schroeder, 
who served until 1892. 

{By 1885, Mobile had recovered from 
the financial troubles of the 1870's and 
deposits in The First National Bank 
had climbed to $726,187.94. 


View on Dauphin Street, looking east from Royal Street, in the 1880’s. 
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1886—ORGANIZATION OF BIENVILLE WATER WORKS 


N 1886, S. R. Bullock & Co., of New 

York, organized the Bienville Water 
Supply Co., a firm which subsequently 
furnished Mobile the purest water it had 
used up until that time. 

Papers of incorporation, filed with the 
Judge of Probate, set forth that the firm 
was organized under authority of a legis- 
lative act approved in 1885. 

Named as incorporators of the new con- 
cern were Dr. George A. Ketchum, O. Ham- 
ilton, D. R. Dunlap, W. J. Hearin and 
D. P. Bestor (father of D. P. Bestor, Jr., 
now chairman of the bank’s board of di- 
rectors). Stock subscription was opened 
on April 9, 1886, and more than $50,- 
000 was immediately subscribed. The 
stockholders elected a board of seven di- 
rectors as follows: George A. Ketchum, 
president; A. Pope St. John, secretary; 
Emil Waltman, treasurer; P. Hamilton, D. 
R. Dunlap, W. J. Hearin and D. Bestor. 


But despite its wonderful source of water 
—Clear Creek—and its capital resources, 
the fledgling water supply company ran 
into many obstacles. 

Its first disappointment came when the 
city, through its Board of Police Commis- 
sioners, turned a cold shoulder to its offer 
to supply the municipality fire protection 
and water for other public use for $21,000 
per year. Shortly thereafter, the company 
substantially reduced its offer, which the 
city accepted. Operating under this agree- 
ment, the company installed several hun- 
dred fire plugs and furnished water for 
public and private use during a period of 
20 years. During that time, however, the 
company confined its service to the more 
thickly settled sections of the city—a policy 
which led to public dissatisfaction with the 
service and which finally resulted in the 
building of a municipal water works system 
in 1899. One year earlier, the city had 
purchased the privately-owned Stein Water 
Works. Faced with competition from this 
city-owned system, the Bienville Company 
finally sold out to the city in 1907, as des- 
cribed later on in this volume. 


Of the company’s early proposals to 


furnish the city with water, The Item of 
May 15, i886, said: 

“A special meeting of the Police Board 
was held on Tuesday evening to hear the 
proposai of the Bienville Water Supply Co., 
in relation to a supply of water for our city. 
The report was quite lengthy, and it pro- 
posed to supply fuily the long-needed 
amount of water necessary in the case of 
fire. The ordinance was received and re- 
ferred to the board. Quite a number of 
imsurance men ard other citizens were 
present. At the request of the recorder, 
they took part in the discussion. The fol- 
lowing is the account of their remarks: 

“Hon. D. P. Bestor was the first to speak, 
and his remarks were mainly addressed to 
consideration of the fact that there is no 
adequate supply of water here for the ex- 
tinguiskment of fires. He said that loss by 
fire is not always to be measured by money. 
The dread of fire was something and the 
loss of a feeling of security is to be added 
to the money consideration. In addition, 
there are many things in one’s house which 
money cannot replace, and there are times 
when a fire finds one’s family in sickness 
and trouble. 

Dr. George A. Ketchum, president of 
the Bienville Co., was called upon for re- 
marks. He addressed himself to a consider- 
ation of the hygienic value of a plentiful 
supply of water. The abolition of wells 
and pumps would reduce the rate of sick- 
ness in this city fully 25 per cent. A scien- 
tific fact ascertained by the experts of the 
national Board of Health, shows that there 
is but one well in the city free from matter 
injurious to health. Dr. Ketchum spoke 
long and interestingly on the subject. 

Mr. A. P. Bush, president of the Plant- 
ers and Merchants Insurance Co., stated 
that the plentiful supply of water for the 
extinguishment of fires would warrant the 
underwriters in reducing insurance 25 per 
cent. The rates run all the way from one 
to three and four per cent, but as for him- 
self, speaking as an insurance man, he 
would rather have an all-round rate of one 
per cent than the present rates.” 


ea Biel 















































pelt ail aren wir ott niin 
‘phise O81 31 yoM 
silo oft to yatronen tnibeqe’ A” 
seo oF gaiteve qulnoT no bled esw 
qqué wieW stivesid ons lo ineoqorq 
io weil THISw TO yiqque s oF Moftpler ai 
grater tttgaal stip eee toqn afT 
ven-goot Sit yliul yigque oa) heesq 
em of) mi yiseenen istew to Jagams 
hina beviewn enw voneniino 9¢T oft 
odmmen s smi yrnad oly os Bac «nel .O mudossA A, ag1090) AC 
¢ enositn radio bas aom cmoweni bes nico .— .W ,qelnG oe 
rooes oft lo Jesup oda.3A. ineeng ay oa oseed’ .F 1 pared roast 
atT .aoleay veil st ai traqoalcat yor -ib lo bréod 2’dned 
edvesne vied? to jamoons add ei pniwol = bsneqo e8W noida! 
@rom 


2 Of Jeri oy anw 1oIeod WC cH" - O88 spe” | AK 
weeotbbs yinisin sxow edtomer eit ban sdT .beditcedue lot 
zi siods Jad? tont od? to noiterwhieane ih movea ler bieed «6 


ott 1a) med 1tow lo ylqque sisupsbs nyo A ogy 
zeul terls bies oH xothho tain lelusgni? netersse aol 
rors vd baweeem: sd of evewls ton ei a8 dC .notlimeH 9 ;ronmastt staal 
bas ynidsoimee eew ott to bath of T ae Gbas nivcsH We qelnvQea 
he od of 2i viinwose Io gnilsal & Yo azol 1stsw lo goto pits MESaeae 
tibbs nl .nonersbi2res venom of 01 oro isriqe ett bna—denD ra90ID— 
tw oauod esto ni epaids Yaum inp sods her yasqinoo viqque soisw porn stir wy 
it ots red) bre .soelqer ionuates yonom oni ie 
ido of ylimat 4’ono ebaf om o norlw att nedw ome. tasmyaioggieh sen 237 
siduot) bas imino? soiteF to biol ant dguonly {tio | 
ynshiaen unpdoted .A sg109.) 11 yetio ati of asblnode bloo s baru? enol. 
201 aoqu bolieo ecw ,.o) sllivmoiél oli noitoao1q nit ysilaqiinum: ots yigque oF 
yian07 8 OF Usemid bseanbbe aH .ltam G00, {S€ 10} seu ciiduq teAs0 7} wisw 
intig «2 io sulev cinsig7d off1 bo noite 
w to moitiixie aiT stew Yo ylqque 
w 0 s¥e1 oft sowuher bluow eqmuq bna 
ia A neo 19q Cf yliui yim cidt ai acon 
io ariaqxe ort yd bonietreces ton) oft 
it redi xworle ,dtlesH to banotl Isaoiten | 
iam mon sot yn oft mt Hew ono tod ai 
ge mndweA 24 iAilesd oF avonuj{ai. 
.tovidue sds, no ylynlsesretni bas gnol 
eT od; lounsbieng ,dewG 4 A aM 
$22 ,.0D song weol einsdmoM bas v9 
tol wiaw to ylqque lviisasiq ont texds 
ie octeweal bona aie ; 
ae sane wen! grttsuber ni eetiwishau es 
pmor) yew ot fle mn acter aT tao | 
iA wh eg sud aa 29q To} bag seult od 





The Item says that in its offer to the 
Police Board, the water company offered to 
place 300 fire hydrants in various points, so 
as to cover ‘every part of the city.” It 
also proposed to supply all public institu- 
tions such as jails, public schools, churches 
and hospitals with free water, and to erect 


a free drinking fountain for man and beast 
in each of the eight wards. The company 
further agreed to furnish water to the 
citizens for half the price they were paying 
at that time and to give twice the pressure 
for half the rate. 


1886—RESTORATION OF ALDERMANIC FORM OF 
CITY GOVERNMENT 


N DECEMBER 10, 1886, the General 

Assembly of Alabama passed a law 
placing Mobile under a new charter which 
ended authority of the Port of Mobile 
government instituted in 1879 and re- 
turned the city to the aldermanic form. 
The change came after much opposition 
had arisen to the reign of the Police Board, 
which was the executive body under the 
Port of Mobile government. 

Under the new charter, the municipal 
legislative body was composed of a mayor, 
board of aldermen and board of councilmen, 
which meeting together were styled ‘The 
Mayor and General Council’. Councilmen 
and the mayor were elected for terms of 
three years, while aldermen, elected at 
large, were named for terms of one year. 


City officials under the new aldermanic 
form of government, who took office upon, 
its installation, were: 

Hon. Richard B. Owen, Mayor. 

Councilmen: Thomas T. Dorman, first 
ward; Winfield S. Lewis, second ward; 
Robert A. Savage, third ward; Abraham 
Baerman, fourth ward; John Callaghan, 
fifth ward; Steven A. Leonard, sixth ward; 
and Blount Sossaman, eighth ward*. 


Aldermen: John J. McAfee, John G. 
Carlen, Garrett B. Shawhan, William Ran- 
kin, Frederic Pickhard, Michael Smith and 
Conrad Fischer. 


The city operated under this aldermanic 
government until adoption of the com- 
mission form in 1911. 


1886-87—-REORGANIZATION OF THE FIDELIA SOCIETY 


URING THE WINTER of 1886-87, 

members of the Fidelia Society—mem- 
bership of which at that time was composed 
chiefly of Jewish people—decided to reor- 
ganize the society as a social club and limit 
the membership exclusively to Jews. Older 
Jews of Mobile state that this reorganiza- 
tion was due to the desire of Jewish business 
men of Mobile to have a town club similar 
to other such clubs in Mobile. 

Prior to 1887, the Fidelia Society’s mem- 
bership included both Gentiles and Jews. 
When originally organized in 1859, the pur- 
pose of the society was stated to be “‘the 
mental improvement of its members and 
friends through the medium of social re- 
unions, soirees, musicals and disantes and 





dramatic productions in German and Eng- 
lish.’” During the early years of the organi- 
zation, many dramatic productions were 
staged, including an extensive series of 
charitable performances for relief of suffer- 
ing during The War Between The States. 
Dramatic performances were continued at 
frequent intervals until February 23, 1887, 
when the society’s last play was staged. 
That last performance was a memorable 
one. The play selected was an old-time 
favorite All That Glitters Is Not Gold and 
its cast included Charles Brown®), Joseph 
Metzger, Julius Goldstein®), Edward Metz- 
ger, Henry Frolichstein, Minna Green- 
hood, Julia Soloman and Fanny Jacobson. 
S. H. Soloman was stage manager of the 


*No councilman from the seventh ward was listed in the Mobile City Directory for 1887. 
(8)Charles Brown was the father of Herbert C. Brown, now residing in Mobile, where he owns the 


Brown Bagging & Paper Co. 


\9)Julius Goldstein was the father of Mendel P. Goldstein, president of Julius Goldstein & Son, Inc. 
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Old Fidelia Club, formerly located on the southeast corner of Government 


and Conception Streets. 


production, and on the reception committee 
were the following: Major A. Proskauer, 
Prof. S. Schlesinger, I. Brisk, G. F. Wer- 
born, S. Haas, Nat Strauss, J. H. Leinkauf, 
S. Hirshberg and Leopold Strauss, Flow- 
ers in profusion were passed to the perform- 
ers as tokens of admiration from their 
friends in the audience and after the play a 
grand ball was given. 

For many years after the Fidelia Society’s 
reorganization as a strictly Jewish society, 


VI37CRE 


it retained its club rooms on Dauphin 
Street, between Jackson and Joachim 
Streets. Later it built a handsome club 
and office building on the southeast corner 
of Government and Conception Streets (see 
accompanying sketch) and occupied those 
quarters for many years. From there it 
moved to newly-built rooms on the north- 
east corner of Government Street and 
Washington Avenue, which it occupied 
until the organization disbanded in 1936. 


1888—VOLUNTEER FIRE-FIGHTING SYSTEM ENDED 


N SEPTEMBER 8, 1888, a special 


committee of the city formally organ- . 


ized a paid Fire Department for Mobile— 
thus ending the volunteer system that had 
been in effect since the community’s 
earliest days. 





The change came only after lengthy con- 
troversy, during which existing fire com- 
panies, through their parent organization— 
the Fire Department Association—carried 
out a threat to close their engine houses in 
protest of what they contended was the 


(10)Leopold Strauss was the father of Berney L. Strauss, president of L. Hammel Dry Goods Co., and 


now a director of the bank. 
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A Mobile fire engine, as it appeared in the old days. 


city’s failure to make proper payment for 
their services. Crowds gathered at the fire 
stations on the night of the closing, and 
records reveal violence was narrowly avert- 
ed when a demonstration was staged at one 
of the headquarters. 

Groundwork for the committee’s action, 
however, already had been laid by Mayor 
J. C. Rich, who returned from Bladon 
Springs just in time to take full charge of 
the sitvation before the volunteer com- 

panies went on strike. 
In face of failure of the city council and 
the fire companies to compromise their dif- 
ferences, Rich proceeded to assure the 
public of fire protection by purchase of 
whatever equipment was available to him 
at the time. 

According to The Register of September 
1, 1888: “The mayor told the special com- 
mittee that knowing that the duty of pro- 
viding a fire service in this emergency de- 
volved upon him, by virtue of a resolution 
adopted by the General Council July 5, 
he had set to work early in the day, had 
seen the citizens’ committee, and received 


assurances that the committee would sup- 
ply the city with all needed apparatus for 
the extinguishment of fires. The citizens’ 
committee agreed with him that it would 
be better, if practicable, to purchase 
engines of the home companies than to 
buy from outside parties. Therefore, he 
had at once opened negotiations with 
Merchants’ Steam Fire Company, No. 4, 
and tater in the afternoon had purchased 
all the apparatus of that company, con- 
sisting of an engine, a hose truck and three 
horses, three extra wheels, and tools, etc., 
the price paid being $3,500. He would pro- 
ceed today, he said, to purchase other 
engines, if they could be obtained. He 
would today organize a paid fire company 
to use the engine already purchased, and 
would take possession of the hook and 
ladder truck owned by the city. The 
citizens’ committee has on hand a hose 
truck, and the city owns all the hose now 
used by the department and has, besides, 
a number of nozzles. This apparatus can 
be brought into service at once, the mayor 
added, and, with the aid of water pressure 
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in plugs, a shift can be made to take care 
of the city when the volunteer companies 
close their doors at 12 o'clock tonight.’’ 


Creole Steam Fire Company No. 1 was 
enrolled as a paid company, in the service 
of the city, and to serve according to the 
rules and regulations governing the paid 
fire department. For this service, the City 
was to pay the lump sum of $160 per month, 
with the company owning and operating 
its apparatus and providing 20 men on its 
active rolls. The company surrendered al! 
association with the volunteer department 
and became a paid servant of the city. 


The payment of this Creole company, 
the maintenance of the other two steam 
engine companies organized and the hook 
and ladder company, together with salaries 
of those companies, cost the city a total of 


$9,896 per annuni. First Fire Chief was 
Matthew Sloan, whose salary was fixed by 
the city at $1,200 a year. C.Walter Soost(1» 
was Assistant Chief at a salary of $400 a 
year. The grand tetai of annual payroll 
and expense was fixed at $11,990. 

Sloan also played a sather important role 
in actual proceedings of changing over 
from the volunteer to the municipal basis. 
it fei! bis lot te walk into the various 
velunteer stations aad take over in the 
name of the city. His presence, with that 
of Police Chief Slatter, at Fire House No. 
3 was credited by The Register with avoid- 
ing violence at that place. The Register said 
a group of young men had gathered at the 
station at the closing deadline, for the pur- 
pose of taking the engine, owned by the 
city, from the fire house, which was owned 
by one of the private companies. 


1888—23-FOOT SHIP CHANNEL PROJECT ADOPTED 


ote much agitation on the part of 

Mobile civic leaders over a long 
period of time, a project designed ‘‘to af- 
ford a channel of entrance from the Gulf 
of Mexico to the City of Mobile of 280 feet 
in width on top of the cut, with a central 
depth of 23 feet at mean low water’ was 
finally passed by Congress in August, 1888. 

Originally the depth of the channel (at 
Choctaw Pass) was approximately 51% to 
71% feet. Between 1827 and 1885, the Fed- 
eral Government had expended more than 
a million dollars in increasing the depth of 
the channel at various times until in the 
1880’s it was 17 feet. 

The following extract from records in the 
U. S. Engineer’s office at Mobile picture 
conditions at the time the 23-foot channel 
was being agitated: 

“‘The depth of 17 feet at mean low tide 
was practically demonstrated on January 
21, 1886, by the safe and quiet passage 
down the dredged channel of the British 
steamship Wandle. The draught of the 
vessel at anchor was 16.3 feet, the reading 
of the tide gauges called for 15.8 feet in 
the channel, and the vessel with a full cargo 
of 4,137 bales of cotton (the largest cargo 


of cotton ever loaded at the wharves) 
passed down without delay of any’ kind. 
Again on May 29, 1886, the British bark 
Pricilia, partially loaded with cotton, 
drawing full 17 feet at anchor, passed 
down on an ebb tide, and when about half- 
way down the tide gauges read 1.1 foot 
below 17 feet.” 

That the 17-foot depth of the channel 
was inadequate for the rapidly growing 
Port of Mobile, was indicated in a report 
from A. N. Damrell, Major of Engineers 
at Mobile, to the Chief of Engineers, in 
1885. Major Damrell strongly urged ap- 
proval of the 23-foot channel project for 
the following reasons: 

“1. The cost of the improvement prob- 
ably will not exceed $1,500,000. The 
present commerce is large, as is shown in 
statements hereunto appended, which is 
greatly inconvenienced by the fact that 
the draught of the vessels seeking the port 
for cargoes is such that the present depth 
of water only allows them to take on part 
of their cargoes at the wharves, and com- 
pels them to finish loading in the lower bay, 
28 miles distant, by lightering and rafting. 
The prospects for an extensive increase, in 


(11)C. Walter Soost was the father of Thomas B. Soost, secretary of McGowin-Lyons Hardware & Sup- 


ply Co. 
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Hunter’s Wharf as it appeared in the old days. This location is now the site of the 
Cold Storage Plant at the Alabama State Docks. 


the near future, with improvement ef- 
fected, are sure. 

“2. The harbor is destined to be a very 
important one to the United States Govern- 
ment, as being the point on the Gulf where 
the cheapest coal and iron can be obtained, 
owing to the fact that it is connected by 
three short water routes—the Cahaba, 
Black Warrior and the Coosa rivers—with 
the coal and iron deposits of Alabama.” 

Following Congressional approval of the 
23-foot channel in 1880, the Rivers and 
Harbors Act of September, 1890, extended 
the work up Mobile River to the mouth 
of Chickasabogue. 

Mobile soon learned that a 23-foot chan- 
nel was inadequate if she was to become 
one of the nation’s outstanding ports. 
Continued efforts on the part of local 
leaders and their representatives in Con- 
gress, brought about an increase in the 
channel depth to 27 feet. 

The channel was next enlarged to a 
depth of 30 feet in the bay and river, and 


to 33 feet at the bar, under authority of 
the Rivers and Harbors Act adopted 
March 8, 1917. 

Under the project completed in 1939, the 
channel was dredged to depths of 36 feet 
across the bar and 32 feet in the bay and 
river. The channel now is 450 feet wide 
as It crosses the bar, 300 feet wide from 
deep water in the bay to a point at the 
north edge of the proposed quarantine 
anchorage basin, 350 feet wide from the 
north of the quarantine anchorage basin 
to the mouth of the river, and 500 feet 
wide from the mouth of the river to the 
highway bridge across Mobile river. 

{In 1889, at the annual meeting of 
the stockholders, A. M. Quigley became 

a director of the bank and served until 

1894. Subsequently he was made vice- 

president in June, 1894, and held both 

offices until December of that vear. 

Among his surviving descendants now 

living in Mobile is S. B. Quigley, presi- 

dent of the Quigley Specialty Co., Inc. 
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“Confederate Rest’, in Magnolia Cemetery. 


1890—ORGANIZATION OF RAPHAEL SEMMES CAMP, U.C.V. 


N THE EVENING of June 28, 1890, 

Mobile’s Confederate Veterans turned 
out in full force to attend a meeting in 
response to a call for organization of a 
local Camp, under the constitution of the 
United Confederate Veterans—at that time 
headed by Gen. John B. Gordon. 

It was a gathering which embraced every 
branch of the Confederate service, includ- 
ing representatives of all the Armies of the 
Confederacy. Among the assemblage were 
men who had seen service in the Army of 
Northern Virginia, the Army of Tennessee 
in Missouri, and in the Trans- Mississippi 
Department. Field officers, staff officers 
and line officers mingled with enlisted men 
as the Civil War spirit was revived—not 
in the sense of vain regrets and bitter mem- 
ories, but in a feeling of comradeship and 
honor to the memory of past heroes and 
events. 


The meeting was called to order by Col. 
Dick Roper, and Col. Joseph Hodgson was 
unanimously elected temporary chairman. 
Col. Hodgson explained that the object of 
the meeting was to organize a Camp of 
Confederate veterans, which would sub- 
sequently affiliate with the United Con- 
federate Veterans’ organization. 

Capt. Harvey E. Jones was then elected 
temporary secretary and the group heard 
the reading of the U. C. V. constitution. 
Following the reading of the constitution, 
Col. Price Williams moved that the as- 
semblage resolve itself into a Camp organi- 
zation and the motion was promptly 
carried. 

Many of Mobile’s oldest and most prom- 
inent families were represented in the char- 
ter membership of the Camp, and a great 
many direct descendants of those charter 
members still live in Mobile. 
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Several names for the new Camp were 
suggested, but all were withdrawn when 
the name Raphael Semmes was proposed. 


About a week later, another meeting was 
held for the purpose of formally approving 
a constitution and by-laws and electing 
permanent officers. 

At this meeting, Col. Sands was chosen 
Commander by the casting of one ballot by 
the Adjutant. Other officers were then 
unanimously elected as follows: Dr. W. G. 
Little, first lieutenant commander; Col. 
Dick Roper, second lieutenant commander; 
Col. Daniel E. Huger, third lieutenant com- 
mander; Capt. Harvey E. Jones, adjutant; 
Wm. E. Mickle, sergeant major; Capt. E. 
B. Vaughn, treasurer; Dr. J. Gray Thomas, 
surgeon; Dr. Caleb Toxey, assistant sur- 
geon; Col. Stark Oliver, quartermaster; 
James Pendergast, officer of the day; Wm. 
H. Monk, color bearer; Felix H. Aubert, 
first color guard; Hiram L. Griffling, second 
color guard; Major Wm. H. Sheffield, 
vidette. 

Following the election, Col. Wiliiams of- 
fered the use of the Armory to the Camp, 
Saying that he knew his action would re- 
ceive the endorsement of every man and 
officer of his regiment (First Alabama). 
A resolution of acceptance and thanks was 
promptly adopted. 

Thus did Raphael Semmes Camp, U. C. 
V., come into being. It has now passed out 
of existence—its last surviving member 
having died in 1937. 


{In 1890, two Mobile boys joined the 
staff of the bank—M. O. Discher, who 


was then 15 years old, and Joseph D. 
Beroujon, who was then 16 years old. 
Both have served the bank continuously 
for the past 50 years, and in commemora- 
tion and appreciation of that long period 
of service, each was presented with an ap- 
propriately engraved watch by the bank 
this year. Mr. Discher is now an as- 
sistant cashier of the bank and Mr. 
Beroujon is a special teller. 


{In 1890, Louis Lowenstein was 
elected a director of the bank, and served 
until 1895. 


{By 1890, Mobile had entered upon 
an era of population growth and business 
expansion which characterized the period 
1890-1915. The bank’s Retort of Con- 
dition as of February 28, 1890, showed 
deposits totaling $1,065 ,063.47. 


{In 1891, A. C. Jones was elected by 
the board of directors as assistant cashier 
of the bank and served until he resigned 
later on that vear. 


{In March, 1891, Chas. D. Willough- 
by was made assistant cashier of the 
bank. In 1895 he became cashier; in 
1911 he became a director, and was made 
vice-president and cashier in 1915. He 
held those positions until July, 1918. 


{At the annual meeting of the stock- 
holders in January, 1891, Arthur T. 
McGill was elected a director of the bank, 
and served until 1894. 

{Gilliat Schroeder was elected a direc- 
tor of the bank in 1892, and served in 
that capacity until June, 1893. 


1893—MOBILE’S FIRST ELECTRIC STREET CAR LINE 
BEGINS OPERATION 


HE FIRST electrically-powered street 

car to operate in Mobile rolled through 

the streets of this city on January 8, 1893, 

with Charles James, a Milwaukee, Wis., 

resident, who was visiting here at the time, 
as its first passenger. 

The five-cent coin with which James paid 

his fare is now in possession of the Mobile 

Light & Railroad Company’s management, 


it having been preserved these many years 
by the late J. Howard Wilson, president of 
the company until shortly before his death 
in 1939. (Mr. Wilson was a director of 
the First National Bank from 1905 to 
1907). A tiny wooden box, containing 
the five-cent piece and a newspaper clipping 
chronicling initial operation of electric 
street cars here, was found among Mr. 
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Mobile’s last horse-drawn street car. 


Wilson’s effects after his death. Mr. Wilson 
had written on the outside of the box, the 
names of W. F. Ross, conductor, and Jack 
Diamond, motorman, on that first electric 
car. 


The Register of January 9, 1893, described 
the event as follows: 


“The Electric Railway Company started 
for the carriage of passengers yesterday 
morning at half past ten o’clock. The car 
made trips all day from the termini, Dau- 
phin and Jackson, and Virginia and Marine, 
and was crowded every trip. Mr. Charles 
James, of Milwaukee, Wis., a visitor in the 
city, paid the first fare received by the new 
enterprise.”’ 

On January 11, 1898, The Register quoted 
The Memphis Commercial as stating that 
Raphael Semmes, Jr., was coming to Mo- 
bile to manage the electric railway system: 
“The Memphis Commercial of the seventh 
instant says: ‘Raphael Semmes and his 
family left yesterday for Mobile, Ala., 
where they will reside. Mr. Semmes goes 
to Alabama’s seaport to take charge of the 


street railway system of that city. Senimes, 
son of the famous Admiral Semmes, went 
to Memphis at the close of the war and 
becaine affiliated with the street railway 
business there’.’? On returning to Mobile, 
Mr. Semmes managed the old ‘‘White Line”’ 
street railway for many years, which was 
later acquired by the Mobile Light & Rail- 


way Company. 


With Mobile’s continued growth, the 
city’s street railway facilities were extended 
from time to time and in 1939 the city was 
being served by 50 route miles of street car 
lines. Before his death in 1939, the late J. 
Howard Wilson had reached an agreement 
with the City of Mobile whereby motor 
buses would be gradually substituted for 
the street cars, and a few buses were actual- 
ly being operated in 1939. After Mr. Wil- 
son’s death, however, the National City 
Lines acquired a controlling interest in the 
Mobile Light & Railway Co. Buses were 
then substituted for street cars throughout 
the entire system, which now consists of ap- 
proximately 90 route miles of motor buses. 
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View of Mobile, looking northwest from the Courthouse Tower, in the 1890’s. 


1893—REVIVAL OF EMPEROR FELIX PARADE 


| Pe A NUMBER of years, Emperor 

Felix, ruler of Mobile’s Mardi Gras, 
failed to appear for his annual carnival 
reign. 

The custom, however, was revived in 
1893 by Thomas Cooper DeLeon, with S. 
T. Prince as Chief Marshal of the Royal 
Pageant. 

Wearing the crown as Empress, ac- 
cording to files,of The Mobile Register, was 
pretty Miss Hallie Triplett, whose court 
name was ‘‘Felicia’’. 

_ On the afternoon of February 13, 1893, 
Felix, Emperor of Joy, arrived in his capital 
city of Mobile and was received by the 
people with every manifestation of pleasure. 
Steamboats and railroad trains had brought 
great crowds of people to the city and the 
populace turned out en masse, so that when 
the emperor arrived, the streets were 
crowded and all the galleries along the line 
of march were filled. 

His Majesty arrived at 4 0’clock from the 
Ruby Isle. He was brought up Mobile River 
by the U. S. revenue cutter Walter Foward, 
which was decorated from bow to stern 
with bunting. Due to her deep draught, 


the emperor and his staff were transferred 
in midstream by boat to the cutter Seward 
and by that vessel was taken to the wharf. 
The Walter Foward, meanwhile, fired an 
imperial salute of 19 guns, which was 
echoed by the whistling of all the steam 
tugs in the vicinity. 

The Seward was also gaily dressed with 
flags and Emperor Felix’s orchestra (con- 
sisting of five men of the Seward’s crew) 
played lively music as the vessel ap- 
proached the wharf. On landing, His 
Majesty was welcomed by Mayor Joseph 
C. Rich and members of the General Coun- 
cil and by a host of his loyal subjects. 

Mayor Rich addressed the Emperor in 
becoming words, relating the joy the 
people felt in having him visit his capital, 
and stating that the city was at his dis- 
posal. In token thereof, he presented a 
massive key which had up to that moment 
reposed upon a cushion in the hands of 
City Clerk Summersell—said key being a 
new one, having just been turned out at the 
gold foundry of E. J. Pine & Son. This 
was, the mayor said, the token of the city’s 
submission to Felix’s imperial power. The 
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emperor was graciously pleased to accept 
the key which he turned over to his Im- 
perial Chamberlain, and then signified his 
intention of viewing his capital and noting 
the improvements which had taken place 
since his last visit. 

Following the ceremony at the wharf, 
pandemonium broke loose along the pa- 
geant’s route as Felix’s float passed.- Later 
in the day, the Knights of Revelry honored 
the Emperor and Empress at a reception, 
where they were seated on their royal 
thrones and received vows of fealty from 
their subjects. 


{Elder Mobilians will recall the year 
1893 as the year in which there was an 
acute national financial crisis which em- 
phasized the sirengthand soundness of the 


First National Bank. Inthat year, money 
was being hoarded and currency was at 
a premium. Banks in most of the princi- 
pal cities of the nation were compelled to 
curtail cash payments. The First Na- 
tional Bank was one of the very few banks 
that not only furnished cash for the 
people and for Mobile business houses, 
but also provided large sums to the rail- 
roads entering Mobile so that they might 
meet their payrolls and provide for their 
workmen. At that time, the First Na- 
tional was a comparatively young bank— , 
only 28 years old—and ils conduct dur- 
tng that period of stress was early evi- 
dence of the good management which kas 
always been characteristic of the institu- 
tion. 


1893—MOBILE’S SEVEREST STORM 


N OCTOBER 2, 1893, Mobile was 

swept by the severest storm ever re- 
corded in her history. A southeast gale, 
rising at its height to 72 miles an hour, 
drove the bay waters into the rivers—caus- 
ing them to overflow into the city—inun- 
dated and destroyed the east end of the 
Old Shell Road, wrecked numerous vessels, 


leveled innumerable trees and scores of 
structures. While only a few lives were 
lost in Mobile proper, an estimated 25 
persons were drowned or killed in outlying 
areas, and the death toll along the Missis- 
Sippi coast was staggering. 

Preceded by record-breaking rainfall dur- 
ing the daylight hours of October 2nd, the 


Boats beached by the storm of 1893. 
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storm rapidly increased in force until at 8 
o'clock in the evening the waters in the 
rivers backed up even with the top stringers 
of the wharves. Within a short time there- 
after Front Street was under water, and 
soon the flood covered the wharves and 
Commerce Street—rising so rapidly that 
merchants had to abandon efforts to save 
their goods on lower floors. . 


At 10 p. m., the high-water line of 
previous floods was reached, but still the 
water continued to rise, covering all of 
Water Street and reaching to Royal Street 
and beyond at State Street, and to Royal 
at St. Louis Street. On St. Michael Street 
the water came up to within 50 feet of 
Royal, and on Dauphin Street it approach- 
ed within 100 feet of Royal. In the southern 
part of town, the low-lying land was deeply 
flooded and houses badly damaged. 

By 11 o’clock the storm was said to have 
reached its greatest intensity, and trees 
began falling everywhere in the city. Some 
of the most magnificent trees in Bienvijle 
Square toppled. 

Conditions along the river front were 
chaotic. Ships, barks, schooners, steamers 
and other craft broke loose from the moor- 
ings and were dashed about at the mercy 


of the angry waves. Mobile River was 
filled with craft of every description, all the 
way to the head of Twelve-Mile Island. 
The tugboat Louise broke loose from her 
moorings at Elmira Street, ran several 
miles up the river and knocked a hole in 
her side. The schooner Emma B. broke 
loose from her moorings at the foot of 
Government Street, headed for mid-stream, 
collided with the schooner Villa y Hermano 
and was badly damaged. A flatboat and 
oyster sloop were left stranded in Com- 
merce Street. The Eastern Shore boat 
Crescent Cily was wrecked on the beach 
between Frascati and Arlington. The tug 
Dixte was driven into a lumber yard on 
Palmetto Street. The largest yacht on the 
bay—M. J. Marshall’s Annie M.—sank 
bottom-up near the mouth of Chickasabo- 
gue. Other vessels reported missing were 
the Olive, Siren, Carrie G, and Seadrift. 


Extensive wreckage was reported at 
Daphne, Montrose, Battles Wharf, Zun- 
dell’s and Point Clear. The schooner Alice 
Graham was wrecked two miles out from 
Cedar Point and all aboard her—including 
Capt. Louis Graham, Miss Susie Herron, 
and the mate—lost their lives. Heavy 
losses of life were likewise reported at 


South End Cottage, Old Shell Road (F rederic’s) in the 1890’s. 
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Grand Isle, Bayou Andre, Chinese Camip, 
Grand Lake, Rigolets, Biloxi, Chandeleur 
Island, in the Grande Bource, Chiniere, and 
on vessels along the Mississippi and Louis- 
iana coasts. 

Street car, telephone and power facilities 
were disrupted, shutting Mobile off from 
communication with the outside world. 
Railway service was discontinued for a 
long period because of damage to lines 
leading into Mobile and elsewhere along 
the coast. 

Several days were required to reckon the 
full extent of the storm’s havoc. Then it 
was discovered that the property damage 
most generally felt throughout Mobile was 
the destruction of the east end of the Old 
Shell Road. Ali that part from Frascati to 
the highlands below the bend was ruined. 


The blufis were undermined and extensive 
sections of the toadway were completely 
washed out. 

In those days, the Oid Shell Road was a 
private thcroughiare, owned and operated 
by the Sheli Rozd Company. It had been 
constructed by private capital, and al- 
though a toll road, it had never been a 
paving proposition. For years it had been 
a center of social activities in Mobile, and 
one of the city’s most prominent tourist 
attractions. At the time of the storm it 
was said is have been “in as nearly a 
perfect condition as can be imagined’’. 

Within a few days after the storm, The 
Register expressed the hope that the citizens 
of Mobile would cooperate with the Shell 
Read Company in restoring the ruined 
portions, or constructing a new road. 


1894—FAMOUS EVANGELIST T. DeWITT TALMADGE 
PREACHES TO RECORD CROWD 


OWARD the close of the 19th century, 

one of the world’s greatest religious 
figures was Dr. T. DeWitt Talmadge, a 
Baptist minister of Brooklyn, N. Y. Pos- 
sessed of remarkable personal magnetism 
and stirring eloquence, his weekly sermons 
made him probably the most famous evan- 
gelist of his time. Newspapers throughout 
the world, including those in Mobile, 
frequently printed his sermons in full. 

On March 11th and 12th, 1894, Dr. Tal- 
madge came to Mobile and delivered two 
sermons to huge assemblages. On Saturday 
night, March 11th, a crowd of 1,500 persons 
gathered to hear his sermon A School For 
Scandal; on the following night his text 
was Unappreciated Services. His audi- 
ence numbered more than 2,000 persons 
—the largest crowd ever assembled in 
Mobile’s old Princess Theater, then located 
on West Royal Street between St, Louis 


and St. Michael, just north of Geo. Cou-— 


manis’ restaurant on southwest Royal and 
St. Michael. 

Newspaper accounts of Talmadge’s visit 
indicate the evangelist’s tremendous appeal 


to the public. Reporting the sermon of 
Sunday, May 12th, The Register said: 

“Before dark the crowd began to rush in 
and by 7 o’clock people were being turned 
away by the hundreds. Every seat and all 
the standing room in the immense building 
was occupied and not less than 2,000 
people were present. The heat was intense, 
but this did not affect or lessen their determ- 
ination to hear the great divine’. 

Rev. Mr. Shell, of the Palmetto Street 
Baptist Church*, opened the services and 
Dr. Taylor of the St. Francis Street Bap- 
tist Church assisted with the program. 

The evangelist, displaying the same elo- 
quence and fervor which brought him fame 
as a minister of the Gospel at his home 
town of Brooklyn, N. Y., kept the crowd 
speil-bound with his lecture. 

In its story covering the Saturday night 
sermon The School for Scandal, The Register 
said: 

“Dr. Talmadge treated exhaustively the 
ways of the scandal monger, the slanderer 
and the liar, and of the immense and irre- 
mediable injury such an evil-hearted per- 


*This building is now St. Peter Clavers Catholic Church for Negroes. 


= AG 


~ 


aiqmon avew Yavebaos oc) tora 
w baodt Nod@ bhQoads «gob seods al, > 
| bad al _ .ymagrial feodl ited@ ad3 yd 
brs Jstiqn> saving. vd botaiencs 
ad. 19von had i .bsor Not # dpyods) 
| hed ti 21894 101, .noitkeqerq-gnivey) os 
lideM at evisiviton Isigoe Wo a9 6 eantl 
10} Inonimo1 geo a'ytis a6? lo ano paols 
yose ot) lo amis ed? 4A. enoiloniitu 
tnon en ni" oved avad oi bige acw 
howigemi od aso 2e soivibmes josiing 
~nvose od) wits eveb wai s.cidsi 
is ort sad aqorl ads bseesiqzs yieine 
. od) diiw stereqooo binew slidelh lo 
yt od? ganoden aD yaeyraDD beod 
-bivot won 6 gatlowieneo 10 wROunod 














FOGAMIAT TIUWS1 .T T2LIGOVAVE QUOMATRORE 
GWOAD "GAODIA OT @aHDAAAT 










onrse sdt yainoqeH, .silduq ed: of “qu 1099, 4201 962 lo sols ods CAA WO 
bise wierysA shT dS! vaM .vabrud euoigils: seexestg #'bhow oft lo ano<' + > 
ui ot naged bwow odt Ab sroie™ & ,sahemisT 217/00 .T 30 enw emurga 
ui gnisd si9w siqgosq asolo‘o T vd baa 207. .¥ A .ayldoml to Teteiaim, saitqed 
ns tase visva .2boband adt vd yews meitsngem Isnomsq sldaatams: to bese 
lind seaomsmi ot ai moor gnibnese od? enoitise YLlsew eid gomeupols gninie bhe a 
: ned? aest ton buns beiquosc usw -16¥9 evoms! saom od? yidedorq mid chem. t 


3 
ages. oe 


ini ew Jeo SAT inseng new siqosq tnodguoids eageqewoV .omis aid Io teilsg ; vl 
19b 1i9cl) ndee9) 10 1097s ton bib eit? gud alidoM mi eaods gaibuloni bhow sd ‘7 
.“snivib tas ont 169d Of toltsai Slut ai enorme eid Bs mie ylineupsil | 

2 oriomled sdt to jied2 »aM wot -lsT 5» S081 AvSt bag att imseM nO | 

esoivise sit beneqo .“dowllD teitqell 4 Bo ‘ot sma saber © 
is9Ne atonstt 12 ods lo wlyeT ad } 

nstgorq oi rtiw beteizéa dou seit 4 

one ot gniysiqeth Jeilagnays odT 
eid Idguond doin rove) bag ecroup yin BF ao Vinbe 

i zit ye tsqeod ads Jo wteinim 5 en |) -ibus 2H ake? belninergqanS sew © 

> oft sqod ..¥ . aviloorll lo aww reth3 “bensdaun sofa |) 






ial sid dtiw bavod-tisqa i boldemsees “x9v9 bword. Jeagt oe i 
 yeliiiin’ edt gnitevde ysose etl al is ‘TF blo 2‘slidoM 
9A silT Snbsens2, 16) knoll’. sl nomrnee 

ie :biee 
lavhene te’ betesty sghamieT. 2G" ~*~ & tf 
cle oft \roynom Inbnuse oft teeyswe 
et A ne a ee Be BP ke 


p : t a a 
a argh wd Api: 





son does to his fellow men. He showed that 
the liar and the slanderer were one and the 
Same person. He next spoke of the slan- 
derer’s victims, often victims of misfortune 
who should not be measured by ordinary 
standards. This led him to treat of the 
heredity of crime and of virtue. His con- 
clusion was that it is one’s duty to be 
charitable and to show every mercy to the 
erring; in short, to stop back-slashing, lying 
and slandering one’s neighbor’s failing 


Strengtn. The lecture as a whole was an 
amplification of the injunction taught by 
the Golden Rule.” 


The year 1894 found three new di- 
rectors’ names appearing in the records: 
A. M. Hall, who served until 1895; Felix 
McGill, who served until 1906; and Win- 
ston Jones, who served until 1901. Felix 
McGill was made vice-president of the 
bank in January, 1905, but resigned 
that office shortly thereafter. 


1894—U. S. CRUISER MON TGOMERY VISITS MOBILE 


N NOVEMBER, 1894, the U. S. 

Cruiser Montgomery, then a new craft, 
visited Mobile, and in formal ceremonies 
received the handsome gift of a silver 
service from a large delegation representing 
the citizens of Montgomery, Ala., the city 
for which the cruiser was named. At the 
same time, Mobile was highly honored by 
having as its guest, the Hon. H. A. Herbert, 
then Secretary of the Navy. 

The Montgomery delegation, including 
Goy. and Mrs. Thomas G. Jones, State 
Auditor Purifoy, Montgomery’s Mayor 
JohnG. Crommelin, Representatives Rogers 
and Robinson and a party of young ladies 
and prominent citizens, came here aboard 


a special train on the night before the 
ceremony. The latter train’s passengers in- 
cluded members of the Montgomery True 
Blues, a military company. 

Upon arrival here, Lt. Col. Peyton Bibb, 
member of the governor’s staff, took a skiff 
and rowed out to the cruiser, which was 
anchored in the river at the foot of Conti 
Street. Boarding the vessel, Col. Bibb 
presented the governor’s compliments to 
Commander C. H. Davis and Lieut. Knapp. 
These officers, in full dress uniform, re- 
turned ashore with him and were escorted 
to the Battle House, where the ladies of 
the silver service committee and gentlemen 
of the party were presented. 
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PUBLIC RECOGNITION 
OF 
GOOD MANAGEMENT 


It has been frequently and truthfully stated that the caliber of a bank’s 
management is most clearly revealed during times of stress. In that con- 
nection the following editorial reproduced from The Mobile Register of 
March 11, 1894, speaks volumes: 


“In response to the call of the comptroller for a report of the con- 
dition of all National Banks at the close of business on February 28, 
1894, the First National Bank of Mobile has made its statement, 
which was published in this paper last Wednesday morning. It1s a 
statement of which the officers of the bank may well be proud.... 


The past year has not been favorable to the banking business. 
For several months of last summer, very little business was transacted 
in any part of the country because of the panic, and very many banks 
were forced to suspend in order to weather the financial storm then 
raging. The First National Bank was one, however, that needed no 
assistance from any source, and was prepared, even in the midst of 
the panic, to supply as usual the funds for moving of the cotton crop. 
All the banks here united in a precautionary agreement relative to 
payments on deposit accounts, but experience proved that there was 
no panic in Mobile and the banks enjoyed the confidence of the people. 
The statement of the First National shows this. The bank’s hand- 
some line of deposits is the measure of this confidence, while the dec- 
laration as to the disposal of the bank's funds, and the amount of the 
bank’s earnings, is proof that the confidence is well placed. The bank 
is an institution skillfully managed and is in the enjoyment of a 
phenomenally successful career.” 


Management of The First National Bank in those days was under 
the .direction of James H. Masson, who had been president of the bank 
since 1870. The bank statement to which the editorial refers, showed 
the bank’s deposits to be $1,181,324.77. 
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During the afternoon, the governor's 
party, members of the Montgomery dele- 
gation, and others, were taken aboard the 
cruiser for the ceremonies attendant to 
presentation of the silver. After a brief 
talk, M. B. Houghton, a Montgomery 
business man, introduced Governor Jones, 
who in his talk recalled that 30 years be- 
fore that time, Secretary Herbert, like 
himself, was fighting in the Confederate 
Army. The state’s chief executive ex- 
pressed the pride which the City of Mont- 
gomery felt in having the cruiser adopt its 
name, and re-emphasized the loyalty of al! 
Alabama citizens to the U. S. Government. 
Secretary Herbert and Commander Davis 
returned the governor’s compliments, and 
expressed their appreciation for the mag- 
nificent gift. Then the party went ashore 


to receive an officia! welcome from Mobile’s 
Mayor J. L. Lavretta at the City Hall 
and to enjoy a banquet in honor of Secre- 
tary Herbert and the cruiser’s officers. 

Though Mobile’s part in that important 
naval and civic ceremony was secondary, 
the event gave the Port of Mobile wide- 
spread publicity, and The Register especially 
commended Mayor Lavretta in an editorial 
which said, in part: ‘By the circumstances 
of the case, Mobile being but the means by 
which the City of Montgomery accom- 
plished her act of tribute-paying to the 
cruiser named in her honor, the field of 
hospitable demonstration was necessarily 
limited, but within the prescribed limits, 
the mayor did all in his power to show 
that Mobile appreciated and was worthy 
ot the honor”. 


1895—SIX-INCH SNOWFALL IN MOBILE 


N FEBRUARY 15, 1895, Mobilians 
were treated to a sight very rare in 
this latitude—a six-inch snowfall. 


Beginning at 1 o’clock in the morning of 
February 14, a light snow began to fall and 
by daylight the streets were covered to a 
depth of half an inch, By 10 o'clock in 
the morning, however, the half-inch blanket 
had well-nigh disappeared. About 2:30 that 
afternoon light snow flurries again appeared, 
rapidly increasing until by 6 o’clock the 
snow was so deep as to impede traffic. The 
fall continued until almost 9 o’clock that 
night, when the official Weather Bureau 
measurement showed that snow had fallen 
to the record depth of six inches. 

The unprecedented snow turned Mobile 
topsy-turvy. Schools were dismissed, and 
children joined their elders in the streets to 
engage in snowball battles. Many residents 
took the wheels off their buggies, attached 
boards for runners, and went sleighing, 
Crowds gathered at prominent street 
corners and every avenue was lined with 
merrymakers whose gay shouts could be 
heard above the whistling north wind 
whirling the flakes over the city. 

Mobile under its white blanket was a 
Strange and beautiful sight—especially at 


Bierville Square, where the overhanging 
Loughs of snow-laden trees, and long icicles 
hanging from the fountain, composed a 
scene of rare splendor. 


The snow-storm had its serious side, 


however. Lacking the necessary equipment 


to keep tracks clear, street cars practically 
suspended operations within four hours 
after the heavy snowfall began, and not 
until nearly midnight had all cars been 
worked into the car-barn. 


The only casualty reported was James 
W. Gray, of the firm of Overall, Bestor & 
Gray, who fell and sprained his elbow. 


{In 1895, Leopold Lowenstein was 
elected a director of the bank, and in June 
of that year he became a vice-president, 
serving in both capacities until July, 
1828. Among his descendants now living 
in Mobile are two sons — Sidney and 
Aaron A. Lowenstein—both members of 
the firm of Taylor, Lowenstein & Co. 
Henry Hall was also elected a director in 
1895, becoming president of the bank on 
Mav 25, 1904, and Serving in both ca- 
pacities until February 10, 1921. He is 
survived by a son, Henry Hall, Jr., presi- 
dent of the Bay City Export Co., Inc. 
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Snow-covered Bienville Square as it appeared in January, 1881. 


1896—BUILDING OF THE GRAIN ELEVATOR 


OBILE’S most important business 

development of the year 1896 was 
the building of the city’s grain elevator. 
It not only exerted considerable influence 
on business through the Port of Mobile, 
but also it constituted an early example of 
aggressive promotion on the part of Mobile 
citizens to attract new business firms and 
industries to the city. 

The idea of promoting a grain elevator for 
Mobile is said to have originated with 
Henry Fonde(2) who, in 1891, advanced his 
suggestion in the form of an open letter 
which was printed by the Mobile Com- 
mercial Club. It was generally agreed at 


that time that provision of facilities for 


handling grain at the Port to serve as 
stiffening for cotton vessels, was essential 
to continued success of Mobile as a cotton 


port. 


Minutes of the Commercial Club show 
that the elevator idea came before the Club 
several times during the next three years, 
but not until March 2, 1894, was organized 
action taken. On that date the Club ap- 
pointed a special committee composed of 
Henry Fonde, Murray Wheeler, E. L. 
Russell, J. W. Black and W. H. Fitzpat- 
rick(13), to look into the proposed project. 
That committee arranged a joint meeting 
between the Chamber of Commerce and 
Cotton Exchange, and it was decided to 
launch an organized effort to interest some 
private firm or individual in building the 
elevator, by offering a bonus of $10,000 to 
$15,000—the bonus to be raised by sub- 
scription among Mobite business men. 
L. C. Dorgan and John E. Mitchell were 
likewise added to the special committee at 
that meeting. 


(12)Among the family connections of Henry Fonde now living in Mobile are two half-brothers, Ray 


Fonde, a general contractor, and Dr. G. H. Fonde. 


(13)W. H. Fitzpatrick was the father of W. H. Fitzpatrick, Jr., now in business in Mobile under the 


firm name, W. H. Fitzpatrick Co. 
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During the following year and a half, 
various outside firms and individuals con- 
sidered taking advantage of Mobile’s 
bonus offer, but it was not until October, 
1895, that arrangements were finally com- 
pleted. Then it was C. W. Stanton, a 
Mobile business man, who became inter- 
ested in the project after a talk with Capt. 
J. G. Mann, general manager of the M. & 
O. Railroad. Mr, Stanton posted a check 
for $5,000 and within a short time the Com- 
mercial Club’s committee had raised the 
$15,000 bonus which assured the building 
of the elevator. 

Construction began immediately ard the 
new structure was ready within 100 days. 


Designed by the A. Maritzen Company, of © 


Chicago, and built under the supervision of 
the Heidenreich Construction Co. of the 
same city, it was strictly modern in every 
respect, with a 250,000-bushei capacity and 
the very latest machinery and equipment, 


Monroe Park, as it appeared in the old days. 





A conveyor 600 feet long connected the 
elevator with the then new M. & O. Rail- 
road slip, permitting the delivery of grain 
into vessels at a rate of 10,000 bushels an 
hour. Unloading capacity was 150 railroad 
cars in 24 hours. 

Busiest years, so far as the elevator was 
concerned, were those in which Argentine 
and other foreign grain crops failed. Then, 
in 1937, when our own grain belt suffered 
from drought conditions, millions of bushels 
of grain poured through the elevator from 
foreign countries for shipment to interior 
United States. In 1937, more than 9,000,- 
000 bushels of grain were handled by the 
elevator within five months. During that 
period it was operated by the Continental 
Grain Co., which had leased it from its 
owners, the M. & O. Railroad. 

The structure was rebuilt in 1918, and 
since that year has been operated under the 
superintendency of C. L. Warren. 
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1897—YELLOW FEVER MAKES ITS LAST VISIT TO MOBILE 


ELLOW FEVER struck its last serious 
blow to Mobile and vicinity in the fall 
of 1897. 

Fully aware of death-dealing effects of 
the ‘yellow scourge’’, as it was called, ap- 
pearance of the disease here precipitated 
one of the greatest panics in Mobile's his- 
tory. 

During the early stages of the epidemic, 
the City Health Office was besieged by the 
curious public. Many sought information 
as to the extent of the disease here, while 
hundreds of others sought vainly to obtain 
health certificates which would permit them 
to flee the city. 

Files of The Register reveal that the first 
case in the epidemic (a man by the name of 
A. Hagan) was reported on September 18th 
by Dr. Rhett Goode. Immediately upon 
receipt of Dr. Goode’s report, the Health 
Board rushed telegrams to other health 
units throughout the Mobile area, announc- 
ing invasion of the disease. 

Authorities quarantined City Hospital, 
where Hagan was treated, burned the bed 
clothing in his Government Street board- 
ing house, and took other unsuccessful steps 


to isolate the disease, Investigation showed 
Hayan kad not heen out of Mobile since he 
took up residence here four years prior to 
the time he became ill, and that it was 
believed the infection came from Ocean 
Springs. 

Day in and day out, Mobile’s railroad 
stations were crowded with panic-stricken 
residents, trying desperately to escape the 
dreaded fever. Dr. Gardiner C. Tucker, 


rector of Si. John’s Episcopal Church, who . 


was a leading me:nber of the Can’t-Get- 
Away Club, says that each train leaving 
Mobile was forced to stop at intervals of 
about 10 miles to allow inspection of their 
passengers. Those who were allowed to pass 
were required to walk for some distance to 
board cther trains which had not passed 
through infected areas. 

The exodus from Mobile included the 
entire personnel of the M. & O. Railroad 
Company’s auditing and passenger agent’s 
department, which. was transferred to St. 
Louis, Mo. 

Streets of Mobile during the epidemic 
were practically deserted. Dr. Tucker, 
writing in his diary, says that on several 


Water Street, looking north from Dauphin, in the 1890's. 
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occasions he encountered only five or six 
persons while walking from Royal to Ann 
Street, on Government. 

Principal news item of each of the dark 
days of the epidemic were official bulletins 
issued by the Board of Health showing 
trend of the disease. A typical bulletin 
follows: 


“‘November 1: 
Cases previously reported...... 255 
RIEW CASeSs hued aa 9 
Total cases to date... ee sie! 


Deaths to date 


Shortly after the epidemic got under way, 
Mobile newspapers published a list of 
symptoms, to aid the public in detecting 
the fever: 

“Chilly sensations, pains in the bones, 
headache, pains in the back and knee joints; 


sometimes sickness of the stomach... When 
fever shows itself, the skin becomes dry and 
hot, the pulse quick and full; if not attended 
to immediately, the fever goes to the brain and 
the patient becomes delirious.” 

Day and night during the three-month 
epidemic, members of the Can’t-Get-Away 
Club, doctors, nurses and others labored in- 
defatigably to relieve suffering and to care 
for the dead. Receipts and disbursements 
of the Can't-Get-Away Club (which raised 
funds with which to furnish medical care 
for the unfortunates) ran into the thousands , 
of dollars, as the organization pressed in- 
tensive campaigns for relief funds. 


{On September 20, 1897, E. H. Shaf- 
fer was elected assistant cashier of the 
bank and served in that capacity until 
February, 1924. He is still living in 
Mobile. 


1897-1918—ADMINISTRATION OF MAYOR PAT J. LYONS 


EE ANY individual could be singled out 

as having exerted greatest influence on 
the growth and progress of Mobile during 
the past 75 years, that individual would be 
Capt. Pat J. Lyons, who for 21 years 
served continuously as a city official during 
the period 1897-1918. During those years 
of the Lyons administration, more munici- 
pal improvements were effected than during 
any other similar period in Mobile’s history. 

Capt. Lyons was the son of Thomas and 
and Johanna Lyons, who emigrated from 
Waterford County, Ireland, and settled in 
Mobile in 1849. He was born in Mobile 
on January 16, 1855, and during his boy- 
hood was a deck boy on river steamers. 
His native abilities and capacity for leader- 
ship early earned for him the position of 
boat captain—hence the title “Captain 
Pat” by which he was familiarly known 
even after he had left the river. 

Following his years on the river, Capt. 
Lyons entered the business world and be- 
came a member of the wholesale grocery 
firm of Michael & Lyons. He was an im- 
mediate success as a business man, and 
soon was a director of many Mobile firms, 
later becoming vice-president of the City 


Bank & Trust Co. His keen interest in 
civic affairs led him to enter politics, and 
in 1897 he was elected to the City Council. 
As a city official, his thoroughness, business 
capacity and conscientious discharge of 
duty so distinguished him that in 1904 he 
was elected Mayor of Mobile. Seven years 
later, when the city changed from the al- 
dermanic to the commission form of govern- 
ment in 1911, Capt. Lyons was elected by 
his fellow commissioners to serve another 
term as Mayor. He was again elected 
Mayor in 1915, and served until 1918. 
Certain events which occurred during his 
long career in the public service, illustrate 
Capt. Lyons’ abilities as a municipal of- 
ficial. In 1904, when he first became Mayor, 
the city had a floating debt of $150,000; 


within a few months, Mayor Lyons had 
paid off the debt and the city had a surplus 
on hand. 


During the early part of Mayor Lyons’ 


administration, Mobile’s program of street 
paving and other expensive municipal im- 
provements got under way. By 1907, the 
city’s debt was approximately $2,000,000. 
Despite many difficulties, Mayor Lyons 
succeeded in refunding that debt, saving 


ein A 


Oreo 



















yen-saatkt orld gam silat Homes noel 
b-vD-t'nad sis to exsdimsan Simobiqe 
srodsl erate bas esewn 210190b, dul 
‘ot brie yninofue svailn of yidegiteleb 
meoemdeib brs aiqisooA bash ons rot 
st dotdw) ni ens K-sd-\'n0d odd to 
lasiber: deimw of doidw dtiw ebow!l 
aires? sd? ofni nes (attemarioln odt rol 
bysaotg noitesinsyio oft es. eiellob to 
about loiter 10) engisqmes svianst 


pide. VA A test erage sO? 
Ao sobdene beotelees Ihetaele emar ss), 
wee Yiodos okt i Beover Dao dived 
y gisrcel Mite ue SH RSET sevoneda 
gledobd 


aQMOVI | TAT AOTAM 10 JOTTANTEIVIMAA—BIENRBT 


asieini nel si = .oD seuty % ane 
aaitlog 1s2a 0} otis bel erate sivio 
wol) wii) od? of bsissia.zew on TRAL ai 
ieud .czondnuenon) eid Isic qtip s 2A 


sgisfzeib euolinsixenco bas y¥fiosqs> ~ 


MCI mi andy mid bedeiugaiteib. oe yaub 
yy nwvee slidoM to 10ysM beiosle asw 
ed? sor bognads wip sit nodw ,12tal 
rrog 19 myo} apiaeimm oo adi of siagerish 
betoals. eaw enol sige) S101 ni nom 
ton aviseot ersnoizeimmeay wollet aid 
ssl9 misys eaw oH «sore es mrs 
Bi@i litaw bavise bas 2101 ni 108reM 
gnhwub berisss0 doindtw emrsve nists) 


rraulli: .soivise oildag 907 mi v4e1e> gaol + 


log iaum = 28 esitilids ‘enoyt 2qeD 


aM omared sexi onl ort 2081 al Jeilt - 


0.0212 Io tdeb enivnoh & had wir. oes 
i anoyl 10yaM jedinom wot s midsiw 
awa s bar ytio ody bos 1d9b 9éls Ro bieq 


‘bned no 


wd roys lo neq yhee ons gail 
ee aga eras nas oer wl 


. 


» + aY 
sadaiee ~ G ete 2 





i) sab atk ildvg.-ovld bia 8 eae 
zoned olf it aniog eneitntame gD 7 
Sao i a 


tuo belgie ad blsed Iauvbivibat ae 
no soneultni teotadtg baraxs univedl pam 
gninub slidalf to eestgoiq bas drworg 

ad bluow feubivibal godt ed nao 
mnsy [8 Sal ofw enoytd 1 

ganub Istoitie vin & 26 Ylevouniiaos bevise 

assy od? gah .81@1-TeBl mera ort 
-ininur siom nob witeinimbs 
gaiwh nbd? bemoells saw aiasmsvox 
snotaid e‘stidoM ai boirsg wilines f ory 
bre enmonT to nos odt anwe ita 





















el 


mon) betergins ove nog 
ni botitse bas bastel sino? & 
slidoM ai sod eew on, abet a 


mien : i 
nwond | ow bgt — 
Revie ‘ f . eye “oy a i ae otrs _ 


“io iadan oe 
el } tert rs te 
ie ng ee | i Ralewe wn 


the people of Mobile approximately $125,- 
000 a year in interest charges and expenses, 
redeeming the city’s wharf property which 
had been mortgaged, and reducing the city 
tax rate from $1.50 to $1.10. (In the tax 
year 1931-32, the 35-cent tax used to retire 
the old “‘carpetbag debt’’ was removed, re- 
ducing the city tax to 75 cents, the present 
rate). 

Capt. Lyons was the central figure in the 
city’s drive for a municipal water works 
system. He led the fight to purchase the 
privately-owned Stein and Bienville Water 
Works. In a newspaper advertisement 
published just prior to his re-election as 
Mayor in September, 1915, Capt. Lyons’ 
supporters contended that he had induced 
the Bienville Water Supply Co. to reduce 
the price of their plant from $600,000 to 
$350,000—the price which the city finally 
paid for it. 


In addition to his managerial abilities, 
Capt. Lyons was also alert to the civic 
benefits of city beautification. He was an 
ardent advocate of municipal park im- 
provements. It was he who started the 
planting of azaleas in Bienville Square, and 
the purple azalea now growing there was 
purchased and planted by him. He like- 
wise directed extensive improvements in 
Washington Square and was responsible for 
the establishment of a playground in the 
west end of Old Church Street Cemetery. 


During his administration, the city trans- 


formed the old Stein Water Works reservoir 
into a playground with a swimming pool, 
and employed Miss Margaret Austill as the 
city’s first paid playground supervisor. In 
recognition of his pioneer work in beautify- 
ing Mobile, the city named Lyons Park— 
at Springhill Avenue and Catherine Street 
—after him. 


1898—SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR CAMP COPPINGER 
ESTABLISHED 


T CRICHTON, on the site now oc- 
cupied by the Mobile Cotton Mills, 
thousands of regular army and volunteer 
troops were encamped for several months 
during the Spanish-American War. The 
camp was called Camp Coppinger, after its 
commanding officer, Brig.-Gen. John J. 
Coppinger, U. S. Army. 


Site for the camp was chosen on April 19, 
1898, and consisted of a tract comprising 
between 400 and 600 acres bounded on the 
north and east by Three-Mile Creek, on 
the south by Stein’s Creek, and on the 
west by Moffatt Road. 


Shortly after selection of the site, the 
camp was prepared for arrival of the troops. 
From Omaha, Neb., came Brig.-Gen. Cop- 
pinger and his staff, consisting of Maj. 
Enoch H. Crowden, Maj. George Andrews, 
Lieut. G. Hutcheson, Lieut. A.W. Perry and 
Clerk Frank W. Carpenter. Maj. James 
K. Glennon, of Mobile, gave up his offices 
in the Bank of Mobile building for use as 
camp quartermaster’s headquarters. 


First units to occupy Camp Coppinger 
were the Third, Eleventh, Nineteenth and 
Twentieth U. S. Infantry, and the Second 
and Fifth U. S. Cavalry; all of those were 
units of the regular army. Following trans- 
fer of the regulars to Tampa, Fla., the First 
and Second Alabama, First and Second 
Louisiana, and First and Second Texas 
volunteer units were stationed at the camp. 


Newspaper accounts of those war days 
indicate that patriotic feeling ran high in 
Mobile. Crowds of civilians regularly 
visited the camp to welcome and bid adieu 
to the various units arriving and departing. 
Mobile ladies prepared box lunches and 
other gifts for the troops, many of whom 
were Mobilians. 

After the close of the war, the camp was 
evacuated and the property returned to 
civilian control. In 1936, Fitshugh Lee 
Camp, Mobile Department of Alabama, 
United Spanish War Veterans, erected a 
marker on the lawn of the Mobile Cotton 
Mills, designating the old Camp Coppinger 
site. 
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View of Mobile, eitias east pak the Courthouse ae in the 1390" 8. 


1898—CITY PURCHASES STEIN WATER WORKS 


NE of the most amusing incidents in 
the history of Mobile’s municipal af- 
fairs occured on May 15, 1898, when the 
city purchased the privately-owned Stein 
Water Works. On that day, various city 
officials indulged in a hot chase through 
city streets, seeking Walter Wood, a Phila- 
delphia investor who was dodging them in 
an effort to avoid receiving payment for 
his interest in the Stein plant. The charter 
of the Stein Water Works required that 
should the city ever reach an agreement 
with the private owners to purchase the 
works, the purchase price would have to 
be paid on that same day, or the agreement 
would be void. An agreement had been 
reached through a Board of Arbiters, who 
had decided that the city should pay a 
total of $45,000 for the plant. The heirs 
of Albert Stein (founder of the water 
works) readily agreed to the decision of the 
arbitration board, but Mr. Wood did not 
wish to sell his interest; hence his game of 
hide-and-seek. 
How Mobile’s city officials finally caught 
the elusive Mr. Wood and forced him to 





accept payment—thus carrying out the 
legal requirements which made Mobile 
owner of the water works—was graphically 
described in The Register on May 16, 1898, 
as follows: 


“The Stein Water Works passed into the 
possession of the City of Mobile yesterday 
afternoon, and Mayor J. C. Bush, City 
Attorney Boone, and Mr. J.B. Davis 
of the Water Works & Sewerage Commis- 
sion, Mr. F. O. Hoffman, clerk to the mayor, 
Aldermen Delchamps and Halet4), and 
Chief Matthew Sloan of the Fire Depart- 
ment, had a hot chase after Mr. Walter 
Wood in order to tender him the amount 
due him under the award as part owner of 
the Stein Water Works. .. . The first tender 
was made to Mr. Wood abies 1:25 o’clock 
in the office of his attorneys, Bestor & Gray. 
When Mayor Bush, Mr. Davis and Mr. 
Boone, laden with bags of gold coin, ten- 
dered to him the sum of $12,298.27, Mr. 
Wood refused to accept the tender. 


Latez, city officials discovered they had 
made a mistake in their figuring and had 


(14)Alderman Hale was the father of Dr. Stephen F. Hale, now living in Mobile. 
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made a tender to Mr. Wood which was 
$5,000 less than it should have been. 

Then begana second hunt for Mr. Wood 
so that a correct tender might be made to 
him. About 6 o’clock, he was located at the 
office of the Bienville Water Supply Co., on 
St. Joseph Street, but when Attorney 
Faiths), City Attorney Boone and Alder- 
man Hale went there, they found the office 
closed. 

While Mayor Bush and Mr. Davis were 
in a Mobile bank, counting out the money, 
they had dispatched a Mr. Hoffman to 
locate Mr. Wood, who seemed to be giving 
them the dodge. Mr. Hoffman went to the 
office of the president of Bienville Water 
Supply Co., Dr. George A. Ketchum, where 
he learned that Mr. Wood had left there 
some time ago, and that he was possibly at 
the office of Bestor & Gray. Chief Matthew 
Sloan, of the Fire Department, was also put 
onto the chase, and he later engaged Mr. 
Wood in conversation on St. Joseph Street, 
near the office of the Bienville Water Supply 
Co. But the oratorical powers of the suave 
Matthew were not sufficient to hold the 
attention of Mr. Wood for more than three 
seconds, for Mr. Wood looked as though he 
smelled a large-sized mouse. So, he left 
Chief Sloan; but Mr. Hoffman, who was an 
unknown quantity in Wood’s reckoning, 
had spied the Philadelphian, and kept his 
eye on him. Mr. Wood sprinted down St. 
Joseph Street to St. Michael, turned east 
on the latter street and headed for the 
river. 


He passed The Register under a full head 
of steam, but Mr. Hoffman was a close 
second. When Mr. Wood reached the 
corner of Water Street, he turned south and 
hurried along Water; Hoffman got there 
just in time to see him disappear around 
the corner, going west on St. Francis. By 
the time Hoffman got to the corner of St. 
Francis and Water, Mr. Wood had vanished 
from the face of the earth, so far as Hoffman 
was concerned, and the latter concluded 
that he must have disappeared up the 
stairs of the office of his attorneys, Bestor 
& Gray. 


This conclusion was telephoned to the 
bank, where the assembled hosts of the city 
were waiting with the bags of gold. They 
promptly proceeded to the offices of Bestor 
& Gray a second time and tendered him 
more gold. So, likewise, on this occasion 
Mr. Wood refused again. But the mistake 
in amount had been rectified and the law 
had been observed, so as good citizens and 
officials, the mayor, city attorney and Mr. 
Davis were satisfied with the conclusion of 
their day’s work in behalf of the citizens of 
Mobile’’. 


On July 23, 1898, Louis Lowenstein 
was elected to the bank’s board of direc- 
tors. On January 2, 1906, he was made 
vice-president of the bank and served in 
both capacities until 1912. He is sur- 
vived by his son, H. C. Lowenstein, a 
large realty holder, who now resides in 


Mobile. 


1899—SUB-ZERO WEATHER MARS MARDI GRAS 
CELEBRATION 


OBILIANS needed sled runners in- 

stead of wheels, on which to send 
their Mardi Gras floats through the city on 
February 13, 1899. On that day, the 
mercury dove to ‘‘one degree below’’ and 
ice covered the streets to such an extent 
that all carnival festivities were postponed 
until Tuesday, Mardi Gras Day. So tight 
was the grip of Jack Frost that telegraphic 


communications were disrupted and the 
shores of the bay were bordered by thick 
ice. 

The Carnival Association, realizing that 
it would be unwise to attempt to carry out 
the day’s gay program, issued the following 
statement for publication in The Mobile 
Item: ‘‘Owing to the extraordinary degree 
of cold and the ice covering the streets, it 


(15)Attorney Faith was L. H. Faith, the father of E. W. Faith, now engaged in the practice of law with 


the Mobile firm of Faith & Holland. 
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is impossible for the reception of Felix II] 
to be held. Therefore, by full vote of the 
executive committee, the exercises of today 
have been postponed until tomorrow, 
when, weather permitting, the reception 
and parade will take place, with fireworks 
at night”. Although the weather the next 
day was also bitterly cold, Mobilians by 
the thousands turned out and outdid 
themselves in the annual celebration,” 

In striking contrast to the gaiety in the 
city, was the experience of the bay steamer 
James A. Carney, which lost a grim struggle 


with ice in the bay. On February 15, 1899, 
The Item described the beaching and sinking 
of the boat after it had ploughed through 
“a field of ice’. W. B. Curran, the boat’s 
purser, told of an unsuccessful attempt to 
reach the wharf at Daphne, then of a dash 
for Battles, and finally of the beaching of 
the vessel near the Fairhope landing. All 
Passengers and crew of the Carney were 
rescued without injury, and they reported 
that the bay was frozen over with ice more 
than an inch thick, for a distance as far as 
three miles out from the eastern shore. 


1899—CITY FORBIDS FURTHER BURIALS IN 
OLD CHURCH STREET CEMETERY 


SEEECTION of cemetery sites, so lo- 

cated as not to be overrun by the grow- 
ing city, has been a problem confronting 
Mobile city officials since the earliest times. 


In 1819, when Mobile’s expansion threat- 
ened to obliterate the old Spanish Buriai 
Ground, located in the area of the Cathed- 
ral of the Immaculate Conception, the city 


Gates of Old Church Street Cemetery. 
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fathers purchased for $140 an area south of 
Government Street and west of what is now 
Washington Avenue. At that time, the land 
was designated the ‘‘new burying ground”; 
it later became known as the “‘Old Church 
Street Cemetery”, the name it now bears. 


Six years after purchase of the new site— 
an area covered by pine forest and gallberry 
bushes—bodies in the old Spanish Burial 
Ground were disinterred and removed to 
Church Street Cemetery. Hamilton, in 
“Mobile Under Five Flags’, points out that 
exhumation of the bodies was followed by 
a visitation of yellow fever. But transfer 
of the bodies opened the way for the city’s 
growth, and Conti and Claiborne Streets 
were allowed to run through the erstwhile 
burial ground. 


At the time of the purchase of new ceme- 
tery land, city authorities felt confident that 
the site was ample for a town of 2,000 pop- 
ulation; but they were soon to learn dif- 
ferently. Hamilton states that in the early 
1840’s interments at the Church Street 
Cemetery became fewer—due chiefly to the 
fact that the city had subsequently author- 
ized burials in Magnolia Cemetery. 


Finally, the Old Church Street Cemetery 
was completely surrounded by buildings, 
and the city in 1899 passed an ordinance 
prohibiting further burials there. Some 
protests were voiced by families whose 
members occupied graves in the area, but 


space was completely taken up and there 
was definitely no chance to continue using 
the cemetery without blocking residential 
building in that section. 

The ordinance (Section 59 of the Munici- 
pal Code) reads: “The bodies of deceased 
persons shall not be buried at any other 
place except Magnolia Cemetery within the 
limits of the city, under penalty not exceed- 
ing $50.” 

Today, Old Church Street Cemetery, 
with its graves and surface tombs of prom- 
inent individuals of Mobile’s past, is hardly 
noticed by visitors to the city because of 
the fact that it is shut off from view by the 
imposing Mobile Public Library Building, 
on Government Street, and by high walls 
and dwellings along its other boundaries. 

Old Church Street Cemetery was divided 
up for use by Catholics, Protestants and 
paupers. The larger or east division was 
set aside for Catholics, while the Protest- 
ants occupied the northern section. Paupers 
were buried in the south end. 

The oldest headstone—that of a Judson 
child—is dated 1813, while an iron cross in 
the cemetery is dated 1812. Both markers 
were brought with the bodies from the old 
Spanish Burial Ground. 


(Dawn of the Twentieish Century 
found The First National Bank grow- 
ing steadily with Mobile. The bank’s 
Report of Condition as of December 18, 
1900, showed $2,026,081.48 in deposits. 


1900—MONUMENT TO ADMIRAL SEMMES DEDICATED 


OBILE paid tribute to one of her most 

illustrious sons on January 27, 1900. 
On that date, thousands of local residents 
and visitors gathered at the intersection of 
Government and Royal Streets for cere- 
monies marking the unveiling of a monu- 
ment to Admiral Raphael Semmes—the 
hero whose triumphs as commander of the 
Confederate warship Alabama electrified 
the world during The War Between the 
States. The monument—a massive struc- 
ture of stone and metal executed by the 
famous sculptor Casper Buberl—was fi- 
nanced with funds raised by members of 





C. S. S. “‘Alabama’’, (from an old print). 


SR ie 












ads Wo Oi ielods2 cohen tamed 
b to esibed off sebisor (shod A 


xy jsone rowitD BO steboT 

© adraot oshue bos saverg 23! Miw 
oi req #'slidoM lo steubivibai insai 
sed vib sffo} motieiv yd beovon 
wore coovt Ro tude ef 11 tad7 Jog) ari? 
& vwindil oildyd slide gnwoqmi 
girl vd bos ,Jeole. Jasmeve) mo 
vod ido 8i gaola egaillowb bas 
gow yipieas > toate dowd) BIO 


retestord soilodisD yd gett. 207 qu - 


isivib sea9 10 tegtel oAT,) wiequing 
| ads olidw \zesilodseD tol abies Ise 
! noises arvadinen of) beiqnuooo etns 
-bns dtyoe sri3 at beorud sow 

& to Jsti—onotebsod tesblo edT 
- noni os olirtw 618) bateb ai-—blido 
1 ds0@ (L181 bateb ai yrsteme ari? 
mon esibod sit diiw sdguord sw 
-bavorw) Ista deinage 


od. Aevnsert. ott Yo went)? 

Ann lnwotinVi few’ sl T bet, 
J oT,, sledolh Aime vltboelz gar 
wdawssotl Yo 2p sintithareD, jo. wags A 
si na Pp dapenes boarode Sch 


IATADIGAC 2aMMa2 IASIMGA OT TAEMOHOM Wed ; 


ed bebotedhienh totbed santa 
rans tu res) wollay lo 











a'yii ott rolyew od? bone 

eteni2 sntodisi? bas imo) ‘ 

olidw2e ont dyuord aur ot bowolls raw y | 
-arn8s woes Onion SA) Wells ote a ie ae 
isd insbanas shel esis nodius net : 


jee 
-qoq 000. To'nwot ¢ iol Siqiils kaw atts a 


Aib missl oF toe sxow yord tod 71 

vhae ort ni ted estete notlinsH liners 

is912@ dowiD ed? tn wnommetni eORL 

ots of Vivids arb-—tewe) omaned yastsms) 

“orius ynewpeedue bad yin oft Jedd toa) 
Jostens ailongsl ai alaiud best 


craton Jose dwt bIO ant slsnit 
zgnibliud yd bebnuctiue ylezaiqmeo asw 
sonsnio as beesq 008 ab 







ee 


ono® ora alsiud eco ak 
seoilw esilims) yd baie 
jud avis —— 297673 a 
; 
t a B? 


inane 


uf 


Sie ee ae 


So - 
tg ge re 
> 
> 
™ 


— 
re 
Si 3 = 


oF 


— 
Fe ee a Se ee 
} etl 


SS ane 
Seg PY PRL 





Scene at dedication of monument to Admiral Semmes. 
(From a newspaper photograph). 


the Ann T. Hunter Auxiliary of Raphael 
Semmes Camp No. 11, U. C. V. 


On a huge speaker’s stand erected in front 
of the then veiled statue were ladies of the 
Auxiliary, Col. William J. Samford, of Ope- 


lika, candidate for governor and chief 
speaker of the day; Mayor J. C. Bush and 
members of the city council; members of 
the Semmes family; members of Confed- 
erate veterans units and their guests, in- 
cluding Major Paul Sanguinetti, aide de 
camp on the staff of General Harrison and 
Lieut.- Col. John B. Fuller, adjutant general 
of the first brigade, U. C. V., both from 
Montgomery; Major Gantt, of Evergreen; 
Capt. Hooks of Washington county and 
Messrs. Chambers and Riley of Camp Lo- 
max, Montgomery; Col. Harvey E. Jones, 
adjutant general of the Alabama division; 


Dr. James T. Thomas, surgeon general; 
Major Thomas E. Roche, aide on General 
Harrison’s staff, and General James Hagan. 

With R. H. Clark as master of cere- 
monies, the program opened with invoca- 
tion by The Rt. Rev. Edward P. Allen, 
Catholic bishop of the Mobile diocese. 

Mrs. Electra Semmes Colston, daughter 
of Admiral Semmes, drew the cord which 
held the canvas about the bronze statue. 
As the covering fell away, the band struck 
up Dixie and a battery of artillery stationed 
at the foot of Government Street began 
firing the admiral’s salute of 17 guns. 

The monument was presented to Mayor 
Bush by Mrs. E. B. Vaughan, president of 
the Ann T. Hunter Auxiliary. In accepting 
the statue on behalf of the city, Mayor 
Bush eulogized Admiral Semmes, saying, in 
part: “Almost alone, upon the seas of the 
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world, the single name of Semmes made our 
Confederacy respected and feared. Mild 
of manner, brave of heart, he waged war 
as eflective as it was daring, upon the 
Union navy and merchant marine’, 
Colonel Samford, in the principal ad- 
dress of the day, toid his hearers that Mo- 
bile and Alabama “‘shouid be and is” proud 
of the record esiatlished by the famous 
admirai. The speaker outlined causes and 
effects of The War Between the States, 
stversing the fact that the South waged 


war not over slavery, but over the question. 


of States’ Rights. 

In the midst of Colonel Samford’s talk, 
rain began to fall, forcing the crowd to 
move into the Y. M. C. A. Building, where 
Samford continued his address. As the 
thousands fled indoors to escape the rain, 
a bugler scunded taps at the monument, 
the base of which by that time was draped 
with flags and flowers. 

For the past 40 years, the statue has been 
a landmark of Mobile. During 1939 it was 
temporarily dismantled to make way for 
the Bankhead Tunnel. 





Mobile-built steamboat in the carly 1900's. 
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1901—SUMMER HEAT RISES TO 192.2 DEGREES 


N JULY 12, 1901, temperature in 

Mobile rose to 102.2 degrees, the 
highest ever recorded in the local U. S. 
Weather Bureau office up to that time. 
Although only one case of prostration was 
reported, Mobilians suffered severely from 
the blistering heat. 

At 7 o’clock in the morning, the ther- 
mometer registered 80 degrees. But within 
three hours the mercury climbed 20 degrees 
to reach 100.3 degrees at 10 o’clock. By 2 
o'clock in the afternoon the official reading 
was 101.7 degrees, and just before sundown 
at 5:30 o’clock it stood at 102.2—an all- 
time record. Unofficial readings placed the 
figure even higher. A thermometer on the 
shady side of Van Antwerp’s store at the 
corner of Dauphin and Royal Streets, 
registered 105 degrees during the after- 
noon, while another thermometer on the 
sunny side of the same doorway was graded 
for 115 degrees and the mercury filled the 
tube to the top. 

Lacking modern ventilation and air-con- 
ditioning systems, Mobilians of that day 
could do little about the heat except com- 
plain. The air was so dry that breezes from 
electric fans are said to have been ‘‘as hot 
as air coming out of a stove’. In those 
days, whenever the weather was unusually 


hot, a favorite means of escape from the 
heat was riding the street cars. But on 
that record-breaking day of 102.2 degrees, 
even street car riding gave little relief. 
The scorching air burned the faces of 
Street car motorimen a fiery red. 

Although business indoors was carried on 
as usual, Mobilians working out of doors 
found it difficult te stay on the job. Several 
ewitchmen and fiagmen in the L. & N. 
Railroad yards were forced to quit work at 
2 o'clock in the afternoon, and in other in- 
stances outdocr work was organized in 
short shifts for the purpose of avoiding 
heat prostration. 

How effective are modern ventilating and 
air conditioning systems in relieving the dis- 
comfort of extreme temperatures, is illus- 
trated by the comparatively small mention 
made in the newspapers on two occasions 
since 1901 when the temperature rose even 
higher than 102.2 degrees in Mobile. On 
September 5, 1925, and again on July 11, 
1930, the mercury reached the all-time top 
of 103 degrees in the city... and while of 
course the newspapers and everybody else 
freely admitted it was “hot enough for 
them”’, the public apparently did not suffer 
nearly so much as on that blistering day in 
1901. 


1902—MOBILE’S FIRST MODERN STREET 
PAVEMENT LAID 


CTUAL LAYING of the first modern 
street pavement in Mobile took place 
shortly before noon on April 18, 1902, when 
Mayor Walter F. Walsh shoveled the first 
asphalt into the intersection of Water and 
Conti Streets and voiced the hope that 
“the work now begun will continue until 
Mobile takes her rank among the progres- 
sive cities of the United States”’. 
Launching of the asphalt paving program 
marked the beginning of Mobile’s modern 
system of paved streets. Prior to that time, 
a few streets had been paved with wooden 
blocks and by other early paving methods, 
but none of those had proved entirely satis- 
factory. After the development of asphalt 


paving laid on concrete foundation, Mobile’s 
Board of Public Works unanimously decided 
to try that new paving method in the city. 
The Board—consisting of Lawrence Lav- 
retta, president; Mayor T. S. Fry and 
Stewart Brooks—favorably reported to the 
City Council on July 30, 1901, a project 
calling for the pavement and improvement 
of Water Street from the south line of 
State Street to the north line of Govern- 
ment; Planter’s Alley and Exchange Alley, 
from the east line of Water Street to the 
west line of Commerce; also, St. Michael, 
St. Francis, Dauphin and Conti Streets 
from the east line of Royal to the west line 
of Front Street, excepting the Commerce 
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Street intersection. Estimates prepared by 
J. N. Hazlehurst, chief engineer for the 
Board, placed the cost at approximately 
$56,000, to be shared among property 
holders, the city, and railways using the 
streets to be improved. The report was 
promptly adopted and Mayor Fry was 
authorized to sell $65,000 worth of 6% 
paving bonds to the People’s Bank in $500 
units maturing on December 1, 1916. 
Begun in April, that initial paving pro- 
ject was delayed by bad weather and other 


1902—BICENTENNIAL OF ESTABLISHMENT OF 


obstacles, and was not completed until the 
late spring. It was so successful, however, 
that the City Council approved a second 
project on June 24, 1902, and since that 
time Mobile’s paving program has steadily 
progressed until today the city has approxi- 
mately 112 miles of paved streets. 


{In 1902, at the annual meeting of 
the stockholders, Robert W. Ennis was 
made a director of the bank, and served 
until 1908. 


FORT LOUIS DE LA MOBILE 


ANUARY 22nd of the year 1902 marked 

the 200th anniversary of the establish- 
ment of Fort Louis de la Mobile at 27-Mile 
Bluff, and the founding of the City of Mo- 
bile. To celebrate those important anni- 
versaries, the people of Mobile held a double 
celebration—the one marked by a parade 


through the city streets, ending with cere- 
monies at the courthouse, and the other 
consisting of a trip to the site of oid Fort 
Louis de la Mobile at 27-Mile Bluff, where 
a permanent granite marker was erected. 

Both celebrations were well attended and 
highly successful. The weather was fine and 


Klosky’s famous restaurant as it appeared in the early 1900's. 
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mild, and thousands of Mobilians lined the 
principal streets of the city for several 
hours, awaiting the parade which began to 
move at 1:30 o’clock under direction of 
Col. James W. Cox, assisted by George 
A. Robinson. Behind the grand marshal 
came a detachment of mounted police, who 
were followed by Martin Drey’s Band. 
Next marched cadets from Wright's Mili- 
tary Academy, under command of Com- 
mandant Caseman. And bringing up the 
rear was a body of United Confederate 
Veterans commanded by Col. Irwin. The 
colorful column proceeded to the court 
house, where commemorative exercises 
took place. 

The trip to 27-Mile Bluff was made in a 
revenue cutter, gaily decorated for the oc- 
casion. The group on the cutter consisted 
largely of members of the Iberville Histor- 
ical Society, who were credited with being 
the guiding spirit behind the celebrations. 
Along with them they took some friends, a 
brass band and luncheon, and proceeded up 
the river to the monument site, which had 
previously been selected by a committee 
from the Society consisting of Messrs. C. 
W. Butt, Erwin Craighead, Peter J. Ham- 
ilton and Paul deV. Chaudron. 

Arriving at the location of the old Fort, 
the party climbed the bluff to conduct cere- 
monies consisting of an oration and the un- 


veiling of the marker. Grace King, writing 
in The Outlook, described the occasion as 
follows: ‘‘The orator of the day was the 
young Mobile historian, Peter J. Hamilton. 
He narrated the story of Fort Louis to a 
group perhaps as picturesque as any ever 
gathered on the spot—ladies and gentlemen 
in the costume of the day, cadets in grey 
with buff leggings and Rough-Rider hats, 
officers from the revenue cutter in their 
brilliant blue and gold, sailors in uniform, 
a Catholic priest, an Episcopal rector, a 
Jewish rabbi, and others... As the orator 
brought his address to a close, the cannon 
of the cutter fired a salute; all stood, and 
the white cloth was withdrawn from the 
granite block which bears the inscription: 
‘Erected by the People of Mobile, January 
23, A.D., 1902, to commemorate the founding 
here of Fort Louis de la Mobile, by Pierre 
Lemoyne, Sieur d’Iberville, and Jean Bap- 
tiste Lemoyne, Sieur de Bienville’”’. 





{On May 18th, 1904, James H. Mas- 
son, who had ably served the bank as its 
president for 34 years, resigned on ac- 
count of il health. His resignation and 
retirement from active business life was 
accepied with deep regret by the bank's 
board of directors, and Henry Hall, who 
had been a director of the bank for many 
years, was elected president. 


1905—FIRE DESTROYS OLD BATTLE HOUSE 


O*X THE NIGHT of February 12, 1905, 
fire destroyed Mobile’s famous old 
Battle House* and severely damaged adja- 
cent buildings, causing a loss estimated at 
$450,000. 

The fire was discovered about 10:45 in 
the evening, by one of the hotel cooks. It 
had originated in several unoccupied rooms 
used for storage purposes over the kitchen 
in the north wing of the hotel, and ap- 
parently it had been burning for a consid- 
erable time, as it had gained much headway 
before being discovered. 

Prompt alarm through the hotel annun- 
ciator system brought every one of the 147 





guests out of the hotel safely, and a general 
alarm brought all of Mobile’s firefighting 
apparatus to the scene. Notwithstanding 
the Fire Department’s promptness in get- 
ting 10 leads of hose into the building, the 
fire defied all efforts to subdue it. Shortly 
after midnight the north portion of the 
roof fell in, cutting off power and com- 
munications in the city’s downtown section. 
Within another hour it was apparent that 
the entire building was doomed; interior 
floors began falling in, one after another, 
sending up mountainous showers of sparks 
and embers. Accordingly, the Fire Depart- 
ment turned its efforts toward protecting 


*Steward of the Battle House at the time of the fire was A. E. Reynolds, who was the father of Albert 
Reynolds, now in charge of the New Account desk in the bank. 
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HENRY HALL 


President of The First National Bank from 1904 to 1921. 
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View of Royal Street in the early 1900’s, showing the old Battle House as it 
appeared before the fire. 


adjacent property. Fortunately, a heavy 
rain helped extinguish sparks falling on 
nearby rooftops. 


At 2 o’clock in the morning, a crowd 
estimated at 10,000 persons was watching 
the spectacular blaze, and Mobile’s police 
force had its hands full in managing the 
surging throng. Their work, under active 
direction of Chief E. T. Rondeau and 
Lieut. Davis, was highly praised. Hun- 
dreds of volunteer firefighters were station- 
ed in nearby buildings to help prevent 
spread of the fire. 


Although Mobile’s firemen stood at their 
posts in a biting north wind and poured 
water steadily into the burning building 
for approximately 20 hours, it was not 
until the close of the following day that 
the fire was finally pronounced fully ex- 
tinguished. Then all that remained of the 
renowned old hostelry was ‘“‘a mass of 
bricks and mortar and twisted iron rods, 
with the front wall still standing, outlined 
against the sky like a sentinel, as though 
keeping ward and watch over the ruins of 
a stately old pile about which clustered 
recollections of half a century”. 


Checkup of the fire toll revealed a loss of 
approximately $250,000 in the hotel proper 
and $200,000 in other business firms, some 
of which were located on the lower floor of 
the hotel and others in adjacent buildings. 
The following businesses and offices on the 
lower floor of the hotel were destroyed: 
Sutton Bros., druggists; Arthur C. Hall, 
news dealer and tobacconist; Battle House 
Bar; Mobile Transfer Co.; John W. 
Scheible, insurance agent; W. E. Gor- 
don, real estate broker; J. C. Hensch, 
merchant tailor; J. W. Dolle, shoemaker; 
E. C. Cahall, fraternal insurance agent; 
Johnston-Gaillard Coal Co.; W. M. Pro- 
vost, coal and wood dealer; Fitzhugh & 
William, grain brokers. 

Businesses and offices in adjacent build- 
ings which were destroyed or badly dam- 
aged included: L. S. Graham Printing Co., 
Commercial Hotel, Rosenfield Tailoring 
Co., Commercial Shaving Saloon, Mobile 
Coal Co., Central Trades Council Hall 
(including all the Council’s records), Bid- 
good Stationery Co., Charles Hess, and 
George Winters. 

Three years later the present Battle House 
was erected on the site of the old building. 
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The First National Bank's third home, located at No. 68 St. Francis Street, 
as it appeared in 1906. These premises are now the Mobile offices 
of the Alabama Power Company. 
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Scene at the dedication of the Wayside Cross, Bienville Square. 


19096—“WAYSIDE CROSS” ERECTED 1N BIENVILLE SQUARE 


N SOFT, clear tones, an army bugler 

sounded taps over Bienville Square, 
packed to capacity on the afternoon of 
February 25, 1906, by a large throng 
gathered to witness the unveiling of the 
Wayside Cross erected in memory of Mo- 
bile’s founder—Jean Baptiste LeMoyne, 
Sieur de Bienville. As the bugle’s last note 
faded away, the assemblage appeared to 
have been deeply affected by the touching 


tribute to the great French-Canadian whose 


name is inseparably identified with Mobile. 

Erection of the Wayside Cross, and the 
commemorative exercises incident thereto, 
were sponsored by the Colonial Dames of 
Alabama. Following an invocation by The 
Rt. Rev. Edward P. Allen, then Catholic 


Bishop of Mobile, the late Joel W. Golds- 
by, then a member of the Alabama Senate, 
presented the Cross to Mayor Pat Lyons, 
who expressed the gratitude of municipal 
authorities and the people of Mobile for 
the monument. Then followed a brief talk 
by Prof. Alcree Fortier, of Louisiana, who 
pointed out the fact that Bienvilie’s first 
colony was established at Mobile, ante- 
dating the founding of New Orleans. 
Principal speaker of the afternoon was Fr. 
E, D. de le Moriniere, Spring Hill College 
priest, who painted a vivid word picture of 
Bienville’s career—sketching his life during 
the time he was a midshipman during the 
terrific struggle between the French and 
British in Hudson Bay, and later when he 
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and his brother, Iberville, removed to 
France where they were commissioned by 
Louis XIV to discover and take possession 
of the mouth of the Mississippi River. Fr. 
Moriniere described in detail the arrival of 
the LeMoyne brothers in Mobile Bay in 
January, 1699, their subsequent founding 
of the colony at Fort Louis de la Mobile, 
and Bienville’s administration as govérnor 
of Louisiana. Turning to the Wayside 
Cross he said: ‘In this cross Bienville has 
a monument which will do him as much 
honor as the colony he planted... Let me 
close with the hope that the Cross erected 
here today to the honor of their father and 
founder by a loyal and grateful people, may 
carry to all generations of future Mobilians 
the name and fame of Jean Baptiste Le- 
Moyne, Sieur de Bienville’’, 

The Cross was hewn from granite and 
rests upon a gigantic base of the same 
material, each corner of which is capped 
- with a polished ball. Located in the south- 
west corner of Bienville Square, it is one of 
Mobile’s most familiar landmarks and 
daily attracts attention of tourists. 


(The year 1905 saw three new direc- 
tors added to the bank’s roster: J. H. 
Wilson, who served until 1907; Jacob 
Pollock, who served as director until 
January, 1915—in January, 1910, he 
was also made vice-president of the bank 
and served in that capacity until Jan- 
uary, 1913; and L. Hammel, who served 
as director until May, 1914—he was 
also made vice-president of the bank in 
February, 1913, and served in that ca- 
pacity until May, 1914. 


{The early 1900's, which were char- 
acterized by so many municipal improve- 
ments in Mobile, were likewise prosper- 
ous years for Mobile business—as re- 
flected in the steady growth of deposits in 
The First National Bank. The bank's 
Report of Condition as of November 9, 
1905, showed $2,316,181.71 in deposits. 


{In 1906, the stockholders at their 
annual meeting elected Jas. E. McDon- 
nell a director of the bank. He served 
until March, 1925. 


1906—HURRICANE DOES $15,000,000 DAMAGE 


TRIKING FURIOUSLY, a West India 

hurricane roared into the Gulf Coast 
area on September 27, 1906, and destroyed 
millions of dollars worth of property in 
Mobile County. Although only two or 
three deaths occurred in the city itself, the 
storm sent more than 150 persons to a 
watery grave in the nearby vicinity, princi- 
pally at Sans Souci Beach, Coden, Herron 
Bay and Navy Cove. 

The storm began on Wednesday, Sep- 
tember 25th with a driving rain borne on 
a strong northeast wind. By the evening 
of the 26th it was impossible to walk on 
the streets with umbrellas. The barometer 
continued to drop until it reached a record 
low of 28.84, fulfilling the Weather Bureau's 
prediction that the storm would be centered 
at Mobile. 

All during Wednesday the force of the 
wind increased. By midnight Wednesday 
it was a northeast gale, and just before 


dawn Thursday morning it reached hurri- 
cane proportions. Daylight found the air 
filled with flying objects—shutters, signs, 
awnings, roofs, trees, timbers, and finally 
bricks from walls and chimneys. Com- 
munication and electrical transmission 
wires were leveled throughout the city. 


During the early morning hours on 
Thursday, the wind veered to the east, and 
finally to the southeast, backing up water 
from the bay into the river until it over- 
flowed the wharves and flooded city streets. 


By 8 o’clock Thursday morning, the yellow- 


flood had reached Royal Street on St. 
Michael and was running into Royal Street 
gutters. It came within 25 feet of Royal 
on St. Francis—or approximately 30 feet 
farther up the street than the great flood 
of 1893. Upper Royal Street, from St. 
Louis to Beauregard, was also flooded, the 
water backing on St. Anthony nearly to 
Conception, and almost as far on State and 
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Mobile County Courthouse as it appeared in 1906, before the clock and 
steeple were damaged by the hurricane of that year. 


ane (oars 


Pedy ty 
iy « Va 

EO aE 
rey ri 5 


Sit ‘ — tm 

L: aaa . 7. ee aaa aes, 

: “en ae ee Se ‘ant a re Rus a 

a iy aes Sri Beeps ORR, ef ‘ahaa od bia”, 

, hy «vk bye AR ee : Ree ues Pads ee 

“4 an yi  , “i ‘ge a 

Re Gee oe 
‘Ti Dave: Saji: . ieee at” rity 

6 aes: ae tll 


his w 'Mt Bl a 










ic nlc fr 












\» 













A opi tol CRY ca 
i Ge eee Wis 1p c 
Ai) *papel a ve aany it We 

pirere? weet nem ped punk ca 


ota Bee 


# 











ry The a 


. 


5) = 
fil a 


is 


& : : * «p% A i ¥ . - 
9 beech i aa Kiet ee) net aie eae fe m 
: ¥/ se oan? 2 ‘pga sha iat ty a. 


dyna itaoto-ctt: evwled. 200) idl Bahanges 4 a0 pauoeneie) 
ee ae te 
"7 7 : fs ae “IRI Ted 
At Sate tou Mmiceeirtotedl ed nee 
evince eink See is piven ably aude 
tet ad! de ae ee ally 4a Ue ga ia 


ied 





ad Phe ll | 


= ‘ er a | ri ee oo ay Jem 
amie? Rt aie |, 





Congress streets. Water Street at that 
point was a surging maelstrom, with the 
wind driving up St. Francis Street and 
rousing the water in great waves at the 
street intersection. 

From 7:30 Thursday morning until about 
10 o’clock Thursday the storm was at its 
height. Then the wind abated and the 
waters receded, allowing many persons to 
descend from trees which they had climbed 
to save their lives. By Friday morning, 
the storm was over and reckoning of lives 
lost and property damage began. 

It was found that all the lower coast had 
been badly washed, with fully 150 lives 
lost, including many fishermen of the Her- 
ron Bay oyster and fishing fleet, where only 
three men and one vessel of the fleet were 
saved. Eleven steamboats and 22 sailing 
vessels were wrecked, and many others 
damaged, in the river. The quarantine 
station at Fort Morgan was washed away 
when the waves cut a great channel enti rely 
across the land from the bay to the gulf. 
Scores of vessels were wrecked in the lower 
_ bay and just outside. 

In Mobile itself, the destruction was not 
nearly so severe. Chief damage was caused 
by the flood waters, although the wind tore 
away parts of many buildings. Nearly 
every church edifice in the city was dam- 
aged to some extent: the steeple of Christ 
Church was blown away and the interior 
wrecked by falling debris; the Methodist 
and Baptist Churches on St. Francis Street 
lost their spires. The courthouse clock and 
tower were badly damaged, as were the 
Cawthon, Bienville, St. Andrew, Windsor 
and Southern hotels. The Old Shell Road 
and Garrow’s Bend were washed worse than 
in the storm of 1893, and great sections of 
other roads and streets throughout the city 
were scoured away. Gross damage in Mo- 


bile County was estimated at more than 
$15,900,000. 

The Motile area was not the only one to 
be ravaged by the storm. The entire Mis- 
sissippi-Lonisiana coast suffered severely. 
Many persons lost their lives at Biloxi, and 
some 26 schooners and hundreds of small 
craft were lost at Pascagoula. The death 
toil at Pensacola was estimated at 50 
persons, with $5,000,000 in property dam- 
age. At least 100 Malayans in a settle- 
ment on Lake Bourgne, La., were said to 
have been killed. ; 

After norraal conditions had been re- 
stored, the populace within the city counted 
itself fortunate in having withstood the 
hurricane so well, It was pointed out that 
in both the storm of 1893 and the most 
recent one, the city proper had proved to 
be relatively secure against such hurricane 
disaster—a fact which was later re-empha- 
sized when an 85-miie-an-hour wind swept 
the city in 1916. 


{The severe storm of 1906 had hardly 
abaied when a group of leading Mobil- 
tans began solicitations for a “Storm 
Sufferers’ Fund’ to help relieve distress 
tn and around Mobile. Always among 
the first to support such worthy causes, 
the First National Bank made a sub- 
stantial contribution to that fund. 


{In December, 1906, the bank’s board 
of directors established a policy which is 
impressive evidence of the continuing 
good management which has always been 
an outstanding characteristic of the First 
National Bank. At their final meeting 
of that year, they voted to set aside a por- 
tion of the year’s profits as the beginning 
of a secondary reserve or “‘emergency” 
fund. 


1907—CITY PURCHASES BIENVILLE WATER WORKS 


OBILE’S last private water company 

passed under municipal ownership 
when, on January 8, 1907, the City of 
Mobile purchased the Bienville water 
works. For the sum of $350,000, the city 
gained possession of the private company’s 
pump house and other buildings, its supply 


source on Clear Creek, its reservoir and the 
entire distribution system. Only nine years 
earlier, the city had purchased the Stein 
Water Works, and by 1900 had completed 
its own water works at a cost of $750,000. 
Purchase of the Bienville system completed 
municipal ownership of local water facilities. 
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The Bienville Water Supply Company 
had been operating in Mobile since 1886, 
and at the time of the sale of the property 


to the city, its officers were D. P. Bestor, 
Jr., president, A. W. McCallum, secretary, 
and H. S. Hopper, treasurer. Those three 
men met with the city’s representatives in 
the office of Mayor Pat J. Lyons on the 
afternoon of January 8th. In the presence 
of the mayor, city councilmen H. T. Inge, 
Dennis Cashin and John A. Hughes, and 
C. W. Soost, the mayor’s secretary, and 
J. J. McMahon, the company’s entire prop- 
erty was transferred to the city. In return, 
the Bienville company received the city’s 
bonds to the value of $350,000, at 3 per 
cent interest, to be redeemed within 20 
years by annual reductions. The deed to 
the city of the property was signed by 
Messrs. Bestor and McCallum and was 
witnessed by Ernest F. Ladd, notary pub- 
lic. The mortgage supporting the bond 
issue was signed by Mayor Lyons, city 
clerk Adolph C. Danner, and the repre- 
sentatives of the Fidelity Trust Co., of 
Philadelphia. After details of the transfer 
had been completed, the Fidelity Trust 
Co. representatives congratulated the Mo- 
bile officials on the excellent bargain they 
had obtained for the city—pointing out 


that the price paid for the system and the 
bond interest rate were exceptionally low. 
For several months the then existing 
municipal system and the newly-acquired 
Bienville system were operated as separate 
units while the necessary connecting work 
was being completed. By 1908 all systems 
were being operated as a single unit, and 
today Mobile is served by approximately 
350 miles of mains and has a water plant of 
15,000,000 gallons daily capacity. 


| Ferdinand Forcheimer and D. P. 
Bestor, Jr., were elected to the bank's 
board of directors in 1907. Mr. For- 
cheimer served until January, 1931, and 
Mr. Bestor 1s now chairman of the board, 
and a director, after having served as 
vice-president from 1918 to 1921 and as 
president from 1921 to 1938. Among 
Mr. Forcheimer’s descendants now living 
an Mobile are three sons—Dr. H. H., 
I. C., and Seymour F. Forcheimer. 

{On March 4, 1907, the Alabama state 
legislature passed an act authorizing the 
establishment of deposilories for state 
funds. Five weeks later, on April 10, 
1907, the First National Bank was ap- 
pointed a state depository and for the 
past 33 years has continued in that ca- 
pacity. 


19099—DEATH OF AUGUSTA EVANS WILSON 


ARLY on Sunday morning, May 9, 

1909, there died in Mobile a woman 
whose charm, influence and attainments 
made her name widely known throughout 
the literary world and a household word in 
Mobile—Augusta Evans Wilson. Her al- 
most instant death following a heart at- 
tack shocked the entire city, for although 
74 years old, she had been very active and 
apparently was in good health. 

Mrs. Wilson was one of the most famous 
personages ever to be identified with Mo- 
bile. She was born in Columbus, Ga., but 
came with her family to Mobile in 1849 
and lived here until her death. In 1868, 
she married Col. L. M. Wilson, prominent 
Mobile business man, and their typical 
southern mansion on Springhill Avenue 


was for many years one of the city’s show- 
places. After Col. Wilson’s death in 1891, 
she disposed of her Springhill Avenue home, 
and went to live with her brother, Howard 
Evans, on Government Street. It was there 
that she died. 

Her literary career began early in life 
with the publication of her first book Inez, 
a Tale of the Alamo in 1856. Then followed 
such notable works as Beulah, Macaria, 
Vashtt, Inflict, At the Mercy of Tiberius, 
and The Speckled Bird. Her most widely 
read work, on which her fame as authoress 
largely rests, was St. Elmo, which created 
a sensation. Her last book was Devota, 
published when she was 72 years old. 

Aside from her artistic achievements, 
Mrs. Wilson was a leading Mobile citizen 
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Augusta Evans Wilson’s home, destroyed by fire on March 15, 1926. 


and an ardent civic worker. During The War 
Between the States she turned her energies 
toward relieving distress among Confed- 
erate soldiery, earning the name Guardian 
Angel at military establishments in and 
around Mobile. After the war, she was 
identified with many worthy projects, such 
as the Mobile Infirmary. One of her chief 
characteristics was liberality of views; it is 
said that she was among the first to signify 
her protests against the Prohibition move- 
ment by signing an opposition petition to 
the Alabama legislature; and when Woman’s 
Suffrage was being agitated, Mrs. Wilson is 
said to have exclaimed: ‘‘If women attended 
to their privileges, they would not need to 
be keen about their rights.”’ 





One of the largest crowds ever to attend 
a funeral in Mobile, gathered to see Au- 
gusta Evans Wilson laid to rest. Honorary 
pallbearers were: T. C. DeLeon, O. F. 
Cawthonti6), A. C. Danner, L. Hammel(17), 
J. W. Whiting, Z. M. P. Inge, Robert 
Middleton and Howard Heustis. Active 
pallbearers were: Henry Chamberlain, Win- 
ston Jones, Peter J. Hamilton, S. T. Prince, 
C. D. Willoughby, Joe Hermann(8), John 
Quill and Samuel St. John. All Mo- 
bile newspapers published lengthy articles 
and editorials commenting on her career, 
the keynote of which was expressed by The 
Mobile Item, which said: ‘‘The life of Au- 
gusta Evans Wilson is worthy of emulation 
by any girl or woman.” 


(16)0. F. Cawthon was the father of O. F. Cawthon, Jr., now living in Mobile, where he is president of 


the O. F. Cawthon Realty Co. 


a7)L. Hammel, for many years a director of the bank, was the step-father of Berney L. Strauss, now a 

director of the bank, and the uncle of Leopold Hammel and Louis Levis, both of whom now reside in Mobile. 

_(8)Among Joe Hermann's descendants now living in Mobile are Jos. L. Hermann and Benito J. Her- 
mann, who operate the real estate firm of Hermann & Hynde. 
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1910—CORNERSTONE FOR MOBILE INFIRMARY LAID 


ONG-CHERISHED AMBITION’ of 

Bishop R.H.Wilmer™), Augusta Evans 
Wilson, Mrs. C. J. Torrey, and a host of 
other Mobilians identified with the Mobile 
Infirmary Association were realized on 
June 9, 1910, when the cornerstone for the 
Mobile Infirmary was laid. At 5 o'clock 
that afternoon a large crowd gathered on 
the Infirmary site to attend exercises mark- 
ing that important event. 

The program, with Jacob D. Bloch as 
master of ceremonies, was conducted by 
high Masonic leaders from a large plat- 
form on which were seated the ladies of 
the Infirmary Association and the officers 
of the Grand Lodge of A. F. & A. M. of 
Alabama. After an invocation by Rabbi 
Alfred G. Moses, the assembly heard 
Mayor Pat J. Lyons, W. C. Fitts, and 
Lawrence H. Lee, Worshipful Grand Mas- 
ter of Alabama Masons, praise those re- 
sponsible for the project and point out that 
“this building is worth 40 factories.” Fol- 
lowing the speechmaking, numerous items, 
including lists of officers of the Infirmary 
Association and of the various Masonic 
organizations, were placed in a compart- 
ment in the cornerstone, which was then 
set in place. 

The list of officers of the Infirmary As- 
sociation, sealed in the cornerstone, in- 
cluded: Mrs. C. J. Torrey, president; Mrs. 
Lee H. Marx, vice president; Mrs. F. S. 
Parker, treasurer; Mrs. J. St. G. Tucker, 
secretary; Mrs. R. G. Richard, former 
secretary, and Jacob D. Bloch, J. C. Bush, 
Godfrey Mertz, Ralph G. Richards, Ash- 
bel Hubbard, William H. Monk, Jr., 
Henry A. Forcheimer(0, Murray Wheeler 


and J. W. Phillips, directors. The following 
were listed as past presidents: Mrs. L. 
Hammel, Mrs. H. A. Forcheimer, Mrs. 
W. D. Stratton. In Memoriam: Bishop 
R. H. Wilmer, Mrs. Augusta Evans Wilson, 
originators of the infirmary association, and 
Mrs. George A. Ketchum, first president. 


{In 1909, J. W. Woolf was made as- 
sistant cashier of the bank. In July, 
1918, he was made cashier and in 1921 
was made a director and was given the 
title of vice-president and cashier, in 
which capacity he served until January, 
1938. 


In December, 1909, the First Nation- 
al Bank opened a Savings Department. 
During the 31 years this department has 
been in operation, it has enjoyed remark- 
able growth which has earned for it the 
descriptive title ‘‘Where Most Mobile 
Savers Bank.” On June 30, 1940, it 
had Savings deposits of $9,785,488.02, 
and at the regular semi-annual interest 
payment period, 1t credited $89,218.83 
in interest to its Savings depositors. 


{In 1910, J. C. Bush, Jr., was made 
a director of the bank and served on the 
board until 1912. L. LeBaron Lyons 
was also made a director in 1910; in 
July, 1921, he was made vice-president, 
and became president of the bank in 
1938, which office he now holds. 


{On November 10, 1910, approxi- 
mately six years after Henry Hall be- 
came president of the First National 
Bank, the-bank’s deposits had climbed 

~ to $2,531,128.00. 


1911—CITY COMMISSION FORM OF GOVERNMENT 
ADOPTED 


FTER a long and bitter battle in the 
state legislature, and a heated cam- 
paign for support of local citizens, the old 
Aldermanic form of municipal government 


under which Mobile had operated since 
1886 was overthrown and the present City 
Commission form was approved at the 
polls on June 5, 1911. 


(19)Among the descendants of Bishop Wilmer now living in Mobile are two great-grandsons, Harvey J. 
and James F. Maury, Jr., both connected with the realty firm of J. F. Maury & Co. : ‘ 
(20)Among the descendants of Henry A. Forcheimer now living in Mobile is a son, Marion H. Forcheimer, 


president of M. Forcheimer Flour Co., Inc. 
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Mobile Infirmary in 1910. 


The fight in the state legislature centered 
around a proposed legislative act designed 
to authorize any Alabama city or town to 
adopt the commission form of government. 
It was strenuously opposed by politically 
powerful representatives of cities and 
towns both smaller and larger than Mobile, 
who foresaw that institution of city com- 
mission government would weaken the con- 
trol of ‘‘machine politicians’ over various 
Alabama municipalities. Advocates of the 
commission form won, however, when the 
legislature approved on April 8, 1911, an 
Act entitled: ‘An Act to provide and create 
a city commission form of government and 
to authorize the adoption of the same in 
all cities and towns in the State of Ala- 
bama, etc.”’ 

Immediately following legislative ap- 
proval of the Act, a local campaign for city 
commission government began. It was led 
by Mayor Pat J. Lyons (then Mayor under 
the old aldermanic form) who had the back- 
ing of many prominent Mobile business 
men and The Register. In a pre-election 
statement Mayor Lyons expressed himself: 
“IT desire to say that I am unreservedly op- 
posed to the present aldermanic form of 
government. There are too many people 


(From an architect’s drawing). 


running the city’s business. The system is 
too unwieldly and it is too difficult to get 
results and get them quickly.” 

After a spirited political battle, in which 
it was charged that the aldermen were 
“working every dodge known to politics” 
and that members of the police and fire 
departments and other office holders were 
fighting vigorously against the measure, the 
issue was brought to the polls on June 5, 
1911. Mobile voters cast 2,227 votes in 
favor ci the commission form, and 1,041 
votes against—a majority of better than 
two to one. . 

Mayor Lyons continued as mayor on 
the new commission, and Lazarus Schwarz 
and Harry Pillans were elected as the other 
two commissioners. Reaction of prom- 
inent Mobile business men to the change in 
municipal government was typified by the 
post-election statement of R. V. Taylor, 
vice-president and general manager of the 
M. & O. Railroad, who said in an inter- 
view published in The Register: ‘‘I believe 
that the commission form of government 
reduces to the simplest possible basis the 
necessary supervision of the affairs of the 
city. Any business enterprise with too 
many managers is bound to suffer some, 
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‘for the managers will at one time or another 

work at cross purposes, This is true in all 
business, whether ordinary or governmen- 
tal. For these reasons, I believe that the 
commission form of government will be 
better.” 

{On August 20, 1912, an audit of the 
books and accounts of The First National 
Bank (as of the close of business on July 
80, 1912) was completed by a Public 
Auditor. In his ‘General Remarks” ac- 


companying his report of the audit, the 
Public Auditor stated: “‘I found the af- 
fairs of the bank in excellent shape, evi- 
dencing good management, with your 
Discounts in exceptionally fine condi- 
tion. In fact, your paper is clean and 
will compare favorably with any of the 
other banks which it has been my privi- 
lege to examine”. At that time the de- 
posits of The First National Bank were 
§3,300,000. 


1913—PRESIDENT WOODROW WILSON SPEAKS IN MOBILE 


“I want to take this occasion to say that the 
United States will never again seek one addi- 
tional foot of territory by conquest. She will 
devote herself to showing that she knows how 
to make honorable and fruitful use of the ter- 
ritory she has and she must regard it as one 


of the duties of friendship to see that from no 
quarter are material interests made superior 
to human liberty and national opportunity.” 

“This is not America because it is rich, 
This 1s not America because it has set up for 
@ great population opportunities of material 


Lyric Theatre, where President Woodrow Wilson spoke in 1913. 
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prosperity. I would rather belong to a poor 
nation that was free than to a rich nation that 
had ceased to be one with liberty. But we 
shall not be poor if we love liberty because the 
nation that loves liberty truly, lets every man 
do his best and be his best.” 

Author of that significant commitment 
of the nation to a policy of non-aggression 
was Woodrow Wilson, President of the 
United States, and the occasion for the 
utterance was his visit to Mobile on Oc- 
tober 27, 1913, when he addressed repre- 
sentatives from Latin-American countries 
gathered here to attend the Southern Com- 
mercial Congress. The entire world turned 
an attentive ear to those words of the 
President. He spoke from the stage of 
Mobile’s old Lyric Theater; it was the first 
time he had addressed a large body of 
citizens since becoming President. 

Mobilians, thrilled at the experience of 
witnessing the first visit of a U. S. President 
to the city, cheered him from the time he 
appeared at the door of his sleeper at the 
L. & N. railroad station at 7:30 a. m. until 
he boarded his train at midnight. In that 


brief period, President Wilson was honored 
by the Chamber of Co:nmerce at breakfast 
at the Battle House, moved through packed 
Streets te the Lyric Theater where he de- 
livered his historic address, paraded through 
the streets, then witnessed a Pageant of 
civic and fraternal organizations from a 
reviewing stand on the St. jeseph Street 
side of Bierviile Square. 

President Wilson was scheduled, and was 
personaliy willing, to speak again to the 
admiring throng in Bienville Square, but 


bis physician refused to let him speak in, 


the open. 

On October 27, 1924—the 11th anniver- 
sary of President Wilson’s visit to Mobile 
~-the Mobile Chapter, Daughters of the 
American Revolution, placed on the Lyric 
Theater building a memorial tablet bearing 
the heretofore quoted excerpt from his 
epocha! address. 


{In 1918, D. R. Burgess was elected 
to the board, and served until February, 
1915. Among his descendants now livin g 
in Mobile is a grandson, A. P. Bush, Jr. 


1913—MONUMENT TO FATHER ABRAM JOSEPH RYAN 
DEDICATED 


tb RYAN PARK, located at Springhill 
Avenue and St. Michael Street, stands 
the bronze figure of a Catholic priest, the 
one hand extended in a blessing, the other 
holding a prayer book. It is the monument 
to Fr. Abram Joseph Ryan, the South’s 
beloved poet-priest, which was unveiled on 
Saturday afternoon, July 13, 1913. 
Attending the unveiling were hundreds 
of Mobilians who gathered to take part in 
elaborate exercises arranged to pay homage 
to that humble religious man whose life and 
works touched and inspired thousands of 
Southerners and who was intimately iden- 
tified with Mobile during the 13 years he 
was rector of St. Mary’s church here. 
Formal presentation of the monument to 
the City of Mobile was made by Dr. Erwin 
Craighead. The monument was financed 
with funds given by Southern children, ten 
cents at a time. 
Following Dr. Craighead’s remarks, the 
statue was unveiled, showing the bronze 


figure wrapped in the Stars and Stripes and 
the Stars and Bars. Cords holding the two 
flags around the statue were then released 
by Carolina Randolph Ruffin, a grandniece 
of Gen. George W. Randolph (one time 
Secretary of the Confederacy) and Marga- 
ret Calametti, a granddaughter of Sgt. John 
Calametti, C. S. A. . 


Commissioner Pat J. Lyons received the 
monument for the city, saying in part: ‘‘In 
behalf of the City of Mobile, I accept this 
memorial and pledge the municipality to 
preserve and care for it, and keep the grass 
around it green in tender and respectful 
recollection of one whom this city and 
nation may well be proud of.’”’ 


Following acceptance by Commissioner 
Lyons, the Rev. Matthew Brewster, D. D., 
read two of Fr. Ryan’s poems, and Judge 
Safford Berney delivered an address on 
Fr. Ryan’s two-fold connection with the 
Confederacy—both as army chaplain and 
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as a poet who ‘‘crowned the Southern arms most constructive and wise laws, the 12 
with the immortal story of his verse.” Federal Reserve Banks of the United 
States. The First National Bank ac- 
cepted the Federal Reserve requirements, 
made application for membership in the 
Federal Reserve System, and at once 
qualified. To its individual strength it 
thereby placed behind it the mighty 
strength of the strongest banking system 
in the world. During the 27 years that 
the Federal Reserve System has been in 

{On December 23, 1913, the Congress existence, the First National Bank has 
of the United States created by one of its always maintained its membership. 


.Judge Berney was followed by Fr. E. C. 
de la Moriniere, the orator of the day, who 
traced Fr. Ryan’s career as priest and poet 
—dealing particularly with his power as an 
orator and writer, recalling his matchless 
courage and patriotism as army chaplain 
and his heroic work during Mobile’s yellow 
fever epidemic of 1878. 


Monument to Father Ryan in Ryan Park. 
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Royal Street frontage of the present home ot the First National Bank as it 
appeared about 1912. 


{On May 20, 1914, Julius Hammel 
was elected a director of the bank, and 
served in that capacity until June, 1926. 


(At the annual meeting of the stock- 
holders in January, 1915, J. W. Phillips 
was elected a director of the bank, and 
served until January 4, 1922. 


{On July 7, 1915, W. Marshall Tur- 
ner was elected a director of the bank, and 
served until March, 1929, 


{On October 18, 1915, the First Na- 
tional Bank celebrated its 50th Anniver- 
sary. The bank lobby was crowded with 
visitors calling by to extend greetings, and 
to renew friendships of long standing. 
Numerous letters and telegrams, and gifts 
of flowers to be placed in the bank lobby, 
were received from well-wishers in Mo- 
bile and in other cities throughout the 
nation. 


ieee SY fs 


{On November 9, 1915, The First Na- 
tional Bank took over the business of the 
National City Bank of Mobile, whose de- 
posits for several weeks previously had 
been declining, due to withdrawals by 
uneasy customers. During the evening of 
that day, The First National Bank 
moved from its old quarters at No. 68 
St. Francis Street, and opened for busi- 
ness the following morning in the quar- 
ters formerly occupied by the National 
City Bank at No. 15 N. Royal Street— 
the present home of the bank. 

The First National's decision to take 
over the National City Bank was made 
after several detailed examinations of the 
latter’s affairs, including an examina- 
tion by a representative sent from Wash- 
ington by the Comptroller of the Currency 
for that purpose. Those examinations 
Showed that the assets of the National 
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City Bank exceeded its liabilities, and 
the First National’s agreement to absorb 
the National City was approved by the 
Comptroller of the Currency. By that 
agreement, the deposits of the First Na- 
tional Bank were increased from approx- 
amately 84,000,000 to about $6,000,000. 
Subsequently the liquidation of the assets 
of the National City Bank produced sub- 
stantial equities for its stockholders. 


{On November 10, 1915, R. K. Bod- 
den was made auditor of the bank, and 
served until 1919. 


{YOn December 1, 1915, M. O. Discher 
was made assistant cashier of the bank. 
He still holds that position. 


{In December, 1915, when the First 
National Bank acquired the business of 
the National City Bank of Mobile, the 
latter was operating a Christmas Savings 
Club which was taken over along with the 
other assets of the bank. For the past 25 
years, deposits in the First National 
Christmas Savings Club have grown 
steadily year by year. In December, 
1939, checks aggregating more than 
$487,000 were mailed to thousands of 
First National Christmas Club members. 


That part of the First National Bank’s present 


quarters, located at No. 15 North Royal Street, 


into which the bank moved in 1915 when it took 
over the business of the National City Bank of 


Mobile. 
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1916—MOBILE IS SWEPT BY 85-MILE-AN-HOUR WIND 


LTHOUGH no lives were lost within 

the city proper, the violent tropical 
hurricane which swept Mobile on July 5, 
1916, caused property damage estimated at 
approximately $1,500,000. Newspapers in 
other cities—notably the New Orleans 
Times-Picayune, the Montgomery Adver- 
tiser, and the Birmingham A ge-Herald— 
carried stories placing the loss of life as 
high as 22 persons and estimated damage 
at $8,000,000, causing The Register’s in- 
dignant editorial comment: ‘Certainly, 
more was expected of The Times-Picayune 
than that it should consent to be represented 
by a correspondent so careless of the fact as 


to assert that ‘twenty-two lives were lost,’ 
when, in truth, not a life was lost in Mobile 
and the loss of life in the waters bordering 
the Gulf was only nine.” 

Within the memory of many present-day 
Mobilians, however, is the terrifying north- 
east gale which broke over the city about 
5 o'clock in the morning of July 5th. As 
the day wore on, the wind increased in in- 
tensity until it averaged from 80 to 85 
miles an hour—sometimes as strong as 105 
miles an hour, according to statements by 
Weatherman Albert Ashenberger. In the 
late afternoon, the wind veered to the 
south, blowing the water out of the bay up 
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into the city. At 7 o’clock the water was 
running two feet deep across Royal Street. 
A few minutes later it was a foot deep 
across St. Joseph Street and business houses 
on both sides of Royal and in the district 
between Royal and the river, were flooded. 
Meanwhile, a heavy rainfall added to the 
water damage, as scores of structures were 
unroofed. 


Highlights of the storm, as reported in 
Mobile newspaper accounts, ran as follows: 


“The Municipal Dock was unroofed 
and Pier No. 1 of the M. & O. Railroad 
Co. was partially destroyed . . . The smoke- 
stack of the Battle House and its two wire- 
less towers were blown away; some of the 
roof was torn off and thrown to the street 
below ... Cotton, sisal, staves and cross- 
ties were washed out of the municipal 
wharf. up St. Michael and St. Francis 
Streets . . . Street car service stopped about 
1:45 o’clock in the afternoon. Hundreds of 
people were marooned downtown, and had 
to spend the night at hotels. ; . Scores of 
persons, including a number of prominent 
Mobilians, county workers and court at- 
taches fled from the courthouse into the 
jail. There, they remained until about mid- 
night, as guests of the sheriff...In the 
height of the storm, The Register was in- 
formed that Mr. and Mrs. D. P. Bestor 
and Mr. and Mrs. LeBaron Lyons were 
missing aboard Mr. Lyons’ yacht Princess. 
However, it was later reported that the four 
made it safely to Magnolia Springs, from 
Dauphin Island where they were cruising at 
the time the high winds struck... The 
engineers’ docks at Fort Morgan were des- 
troyed...A big plate glass window was 
blown out at Hammel’s... Roofs of both 
wings at City Hospital were removed by 
the wind, forcing inmates to move to other 
quarters... The county courthouse was 
severely damaged, and faces of the clock 
on all four sides were blown off... The 
courthouse tower was wrecked and rain 
poured into the court rooms... The roof 
of the Cawthon was ripped into shreds, 
hundreds of windows smashed: and the 
furnishings of many rooms were water- 
soaked . . . The Mobile Yacht Club’s build- 
ing was wrecked... Many buildings at 


Monroe Park were badly battered . . . The 
grandstand and fence at the baseball park 
were blown down... Train passengers were 
marooned at the L. & N. station, but were 
finally rescued after an appeal for police aid 
brought a fire wagon to hau! them out of 
the flooded area. . . Live wires were a con- 
stant menace to life, and power company 
executives issued warnings against coming 
in contact with them. One such wire killed 
a horse at Conception and St. Michael 
Streets... Every house on the bay front 
from Bay Avenue and Shell Road was de- 
molished. Old St. Matthew’s Church was 
destroyed. At least a dozen houses were 
blown down in the Oakdale area... The 
Bay boat Pleasure Bay sank at the mouth 
of One-Mile Creek and the Carney went to 
pieces and to the bottom at the foot of 
Dauphin Street . . . The river steamer City 
of Mobile rested on the wharf in front of 
the municipal wharves; nearby was the 
three-masted schooner Joseph T. Cooper, a 
portion of her stern torn away ... The new 
mail boat Harry Lee was damaged, and a 
sister ship was reported to have sunk in 
the harbor...The bay steamer Beaver 
sank... The mail boat Uncle Sam went 
down opposite Monroe Park, her crew sav- 
ing their lives by swimming ashore.” 


Sensational accounts of the storm ap- 
pearing in other newspapers throughout the 
nation, aroused a deep fecling of resentment 
in Mobile, as expressed in an editorial in 
The Register on July 10th, five days after 
the storm: 


“People outside are always alarmed when 
they read that the hurricane has come, that 
the wires are down and Mobile is shut off 
from the world. Newspapers have been 
known to print in red ink and largest letters 
‘Mobile Is Wiped off The Map!’ but it has 
never happened, and if we judge by what 
has been experienced in the past, it will 
never happen. Mobile is the most comfor- 
table place we know of in which to have an 
attack of hurricane.” 


{E. W. Meredith, Jr., was made trust 
officer of the bank in January, 1916, and 
held that position until September, 1918. 
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Typical Liberty Loan parade in Mobile during World War I. 
(From a newspaper photograph). 


1917—MOBILE JOINS NATION IN ENTERING WORLD WAR 


N the morning of April 7, 1917, Mo- 
bilians were greeted with this epochal 
dispatch from Washington: 

“WASHINGTON, April 6—The United 
States today accepted Germany’s challenge 
to war and formally abandoned its place as 
the greatest neutral of a world in arms, 

“President Wilson at 1:18 o’clock this 
afternoon signed the resolution of Congress 
declaring the existence of a state of war 
and authorizing and directing the chief ex- 
ecutive to supply all the resources of the 
nation to prosecute hostilities against the 
German government to a successful term- 
ination.” 

Naturally, the declaration of war brought 
mixed reactions from Mobilians, ranging 
from strong expressions of approval by 
those who had come to resent deeply the 
reported atrocities committed by the Ger- 
man military forces, to objections from 


more conservative individuals who felt that 
the nation had taken an unwarranted step. 

But the ink had hardly dried on the dec- 
claration of war before Mobile citizens 
launched vigorous war activities. Members 
of the Red Cross Service School and the 
Mobile Equal Suffrage Association adopted 
definite work programs, and business men 
of the city over enlistment age and not in- 
cluded in the first call to the colors, called 
an early conference for the purpose of find- 
ing ways of rendering service to the coun- 
try. 

Official inauguration of the war against 
Germany spurred registration of volunteers 
at Mobile’s recruiting stations. Ten men 
joined the navy and three the army on the 
day following formal declaration, and vol- 
unteers continued to come in from the city 
and surrounding counties up until the first 
draft day, June 5th. Among the most in- 
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teresting volunteers was a group of 100 
Choctaw Indians from Baldwin, Escambia 
and Monroe Counties who applied for en- 
listment to J. W. Roberts, at Raburn, Ala. 
Mr. Roberts came to Mobile and arranged 
to have them mustered in. 


But Mobile leaders as well as those of 
other cities in the nation were soon to learn 
that it was impossible to raise a large army 
through the volunteer system. Faced with 
discouraging reluctance on the part of 
younger men to tender their services, 
numerous patriotic organizations sprang up 
almost overnight. Principal among these 
was the Patriotic Preparedness League, of 
which J. Curtis Bush was named president. 


The war spirit permeated Easter Sunday 
services to such an extent as to cause The 
Register to say the following day: “‘Mobile, 
as a whole, on Easter Sunday, was bright 
with the fire of national patriotism... 
reflected in the special Easter programs 
of the many churches of all denominations 
throughout the city. In numerous instances 
America and the Star Spangled Banner were 
sung and several of the churches were 
decorated with ‘Old Glory.’ Characteristic 
of patriotic utterances from Mobile pulpits 
were the words of Dr. John W. Phillips, then 
pastor of the First Baptist Church: ‘If I 
could put the strength of youth into my 
body I would gladly go forth and take part 
in the momentous movement... If I can 
do service by handling a musket or a fire- 
cracker I will be there, and when I am not 
ready to give up all for this great land, then 
I am no longer worthy of enjoying the 
privileges which I could not get in my 
native land.’’’ (Dr. Phillips was born in 
England.) 

In addition to civilian activities, Mobile 
bustled with uniformed soldiery. The First 
Alabama Infantry, comprising many Mo- 
bilians, was encamped at the Fair Grounds, 
and soldiers were assigned to guard strate- 
gic points, such as bridges, docks, etc., 
which might be the object of persons having 
designs against the country. A unit of 
Home Guards was organized by Col. A. G, 
Quina)), A military unit was formed by 


the Youny Men’s Christian Association, and 
the School Board approved a proposal to 
offer military training in the public schools, 

Patriotic rallies were heid periodically in 
Bienville Square in an effort to swell the 
enlistments during the davs prior to con- 
scription. At these rallies, a band from the 
First Alabarna [ufantry played martial 
music and spokesmen plead with young 
men to enlist. 

But despite ail the speech-making, flag- 
waving and pérading, it became necessary 
for the government to draft men to the 
colors, and on June 5th, the headlines read: 
“Bicht Thousand In Mobtie County Must 
Register For Service.’’ it had become com- 
pulsory for all men between the ages of 21 
and 320 to register. On that day, in regis- 
tration stations throughout the city and 
county 7,063 men were enlisted—63 men 
having volunteered on the previous day. 

Ninety days after the declaration of war, 
the first ccntingent of troops left Mobile. 
To the strains of Dixie, the First Alabama 
Infantry marched away on July 5, starting 
on their way to mobilization camp at 
Montgomery. Crowds lining the streets and 
filling Bienville Square witnessed a stirring 
scene as approximately 1,300 men marched 
through Royal Street en route to the wharf 
where they were to begin their long journey. 
There the last goodbyes were said and the 
troop ships—bay boats pressed into service 
for the occasion—pulled clear from the 
docks and headed up the river. 


{Like all patriotic Mobile citizens and 
institutions, the First National Bank co- 
operated fully in preparedness activities 
during World War I. In the minutes of 
the meeting of the bank’s board of direc- 
tors on July 18, 1917, appears the fol- 
lowing significant entry: ‘The chairman 
reported that the bank had received 310 
subscriptions for ‘Liberty Bonds’ total- 
ling $196,000. The board then ordered 
that the bank’s subscription be increased 
to $250,000." The First National Bank 
eventually subscribed many times that 
amount, as subsequent issues of bonds 
were offered. | 


(21)Col. Quina has among other descendants now living in Mobile, his nephew, Judge T. J. Touart, 


Judge of the Inferior Criminal Court. 
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1917—HEAVY DRYDOCK EQUIPMENT INSTALLED AT MOBILE 


PURRED by construction activities 
occasioned by World War I, Mobile 
skyrocketed into a leading position as a 
shipbuilding and repair center in 1917. In 
that year, heavy drydock equipment was 
installed by the Alabama Drydock & Ship- 
building Co., and several similar concerns— 
the first such equipment to be installed at 
Mobile since 1904, when Ollinger & Bruce 
Co., launched at Mobile the largest com- 
mercial drydock south of Newport News, 
Va. 
All along the river, shipbuilding plants 
were taxed to capacity during 1917 and 


most of 1918. Fully a score of vessels, rep- 
resenting an investment of more than $17,- 
000,000 were under construction. Among 
the prominent plants at that time were the 
Alabama Drydock & Shipbuilding Co., the 
Henderson Shipbuilding Corp., the Kelly- 
Atkinson Construction Co., and the Mur- 
nan Shipbuilding Corp. 


Likewise during the shipbuilding boom 
times of 1917, the U. S. Steel Corp. con- 
structed its giant shipyard at Chickasaw, 
but the plant ceased operation shortly after 
close of the World War. 


1918—MOBILE CELEBRATES WORLD WAR ARMISTICE 


S THE CLOCK neared 2:00 a. m. on 

November 11, 1918, all was quiet in 
the offices of The Register. For nearly 72 
hours, news that a World War armistice 
had been signed, had been momentarily 
expected but had not arrived. Night em- 
ployees of the newspaper, wearied by their 
long vigil, were listening to the telegraph 
ticker and copying unimportant dispatches 
when suddenly the instrument clacked the 
electrifying words, Flash! Flash! Flash! ... 


ARMISTICE SIGNED! 


Shouting at the top of his voice, the tele- 
graph operator roused the entire newspaper 
staff to action. One member sprang to the 
telephone and gave Mobile’s central tele- 
_ phone office the glad news. From there it 
was relayed to the city’s industrial plants, 
railroad shops, shipyards, etc., and within 
a few moments after the ticker had brought 
the news to Mobile, whistles and bells 
throughout the city were in full blast. 


Awakened from their early slumbers, 
Mobilians did not need to be told the mean- 
ing of the din. They knew it was the mes- 
sage for which they had been waiting :— 
Peace! 

Within 10 minutes after the news broke, 


Mobilians began pouring into the streets 
with torchlights, flags, banners and every 


—8 


conceivable kind of noise-making device. 
An extra edition of The Register promptly 
appeared and before long the whole city 
was wild. As if by instinct, the entire pop- 
ulace turned out to celebrate. 

The first gray streaks of dawn found 
thousands gathered at The Register office, 
where there formed a gigantic parade—the 
largest in Mobile’s history. Employees of 
the Fred T. Ley Co. (better known as the 
Concrete Shipbuilding Co.) claimed to have 
been the first on the streets with a parade 
formation. P. T. Tuttle quickly got his 
men together and Robert Ingalls, as 
grand marshall on a white horse, led the 
marching column downtown. According to 
another newspaper account, the peace 
parade was formed by Grand Marshall L. 
G. Adams, who with his aides, Harry T. 
Hartwell and Frank Boykin, headed a pro- 
cession estimated to have contained fully 
10,000 persons. 

The parade formed on St. Michael Street, 
marched to Conception to Dauphin to St. 
Joseph, then to St. Michael and to Royal 
to Government, west on Government to 
Broad ...and then countermarched. All 
day long the crowds surged through the 
streets, on foot, in automobiles and trucks 
... any kind of conveyance. Men, women 
and children joined in a happy frenzy of 
joy that the war at last had ended. 


= 


ad 


[OM TN ALLIATE 


are Piet 
om to Insmiesvai as 

A no aies eon cor 
row omnit 16d 36 etnelg tn9nimorg ont 


D yaibls % GINE 
pe me yee fe a eta 


 yatblindgida sd1 yoiub seiwedit 
70) fssi@ .2 .U ods PLOL to 2omis 
soidD 1s bweyoide insig ett bovorita 
yinode noits1aqo bores tntsiq od? dud 
18W bisoW 9if3 to seols 


AOTTeIMAA AAW GIAOW, ZaTAAUHIEO a1dOM—B121 hs Rent oe 


ib gnitem-seion Yo banl lateliieeis 
107q TWieigsA sit Jo moitibs avtxs aA 
xotw sit enol noled bra berssqqe 
s7iine oly jontteni vd ti 2A vbliw asw 
sietdolen of two bem eosls 
\ web lo elborte yerg teh ofT 
y waleiesA sil 38 Horeltey ebreawords 
shine dinsgig # bearot sed? srdw 
vol srotaid a‘slidoM nt tesptal 
3 nworrd ried) oD yal JT berd ott 


ot bemish (.0D yniblisdgid2 ssaa0) + 


q & ditiw etvarte ort no tent od? need 
99° vbloinp sisvT ..T .4 monemol 
Mlagnt abdéSt fine wrlteg0? nem 
a! ened wzidw s co Uerlesm baery 
ibook, .awotmwob amuloo guidoiem 

on} ,JnvooDs. Toqaqewon . 19d tons 
dewsM bnew) vd bennol 2aw sbaisq 
16H eobix 2id diiw_odw amabA 

; bebaod .nidyed sured bae lows 


banisinoa sved of baisrmtiies goiseso 


ancersg 000,01 
2 logdoiM 2 no benno shersq sdT 
 siniquaC ot noliqsonaD of bedmam 


| od bas losdoil,. 72 07 mod riqaeol, 
STUNIVOn) 10 Jesw InemuMevo) of. 


beificmisinucs nssii_ bas . +. bao 


auord? boywe ebwor alt gnol ysb 
1 bas eslidomotus ai ,toot no ,ei9ert8 


w salt sonaysvnos io bail yas... 


EaShld Tin Dan she 


po oni 


bas Tier ‘ab ae ot | 
J i mye ie anyon 
a a, ale ots, 
co ae ! eal aa 
no .m 6 00:8 et 209 at 2 A ied 
ni d3inp esw In BIG! php eye Rear A. 
ST yvhesa wd “NmtigaA of 0 








siveinmns 1wW hho & ot awn : 
yvinainsmom aead bed ,beagia nsod- 5 
ms tdi .bovine son bed dud > 
sist yd bensew ,teqeqewmn ont oi 






dqsrgele! sit 0) grinozail sw a al 
rodataqeib taphoqariny. | idan 
ort balosls nomurnient oft ylasl ye 
 \dealh, Waal Warsi ebnow th iz Ye 
\ARWol, abrretena | ‘a et: 
-sist ols soiov sid to got ade gaimed® » 
reqeqewan wit ott dager haa 


baegon totergo 
od? of pirerqa weds $00 .noitss oF Rate | 
-olot levine e'slidoM szeg bne sanodgslad, - jm 


si nod) sort aan baly ait sili! anedq. ay 


maclg lansewbni 2'ysin ot 09 ae 
aidsiw bas ,.299 ebroveqicle ,aqoda 


Pa aes ee 


























The Cathedral at Mobil». 


Some business houses opened, only to 
close at once. Shipbuilding and industrial 
plants directed workers to check in and 
join the celebration. Schools were dis- 
missed. By noon, every shop and store in 
Mobile was closed. . 

With the coming of darkness, the ex- 
hausted populace joined in one great wind- 
up demonstration and parade, which in- 
cluded all patriotic and war work organi- 
zations. The Student Officers’ Training 
Corps from Spring Hill College, a detach- 
ment of the U. S. Guards headed by Major 
Higdon, and workers from the industrial 
. plants, were among the first to fall in line. 
The War Work campaigners, headed by Dr. 
Julius T. Wright, county chairman L. D. 
Dix and Mayor G. E Crawford, appeared 
on the streets and did a snake dance to the 
tune of Hang Kaiser Bill to a Sour Apple 
Tree. Numerous bands interspersed the 
parade and enlivened the occasion with 
martial airs. 

The mammoth celebration continued far 


“_ 


into the night, until the merrymakers were 
forced by sheer exhaustion to cease their 
rourids of mad delight. Thus ended the 
greatest jubilee in Mobile’s history, offici- 
ally decreed by the folowing proclamation 
which had been issued from the City Hall 
early that morning: 

“Praise be to God and to the glorious 
cause of the Allies! -- 

“The days of kaisers, kings, thrones and 
uncontrollable ambitions in high places are 
no more. 

“It is very fitting at this time that we 
give expression to our feelings over victory 
and to our hope of the early return of our 
beloved soldier boys to their homes and 
friends. 

“Therefore, I, George E. Crawford, as 
mayor of Mobile, proclaim this Monday, 
November 11, 1918, as a holiday for the 
city and call upon each and every citizen 
to join in all wholesome and lawful demon- 
strations or celebrations that may be con- 
ducted during the day and to this end all 
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businesses that can do so are requested to 
cease for the day, so that the officials and 
employees thereof may have a part in cele- 
brating the death knell of autocracy, Hin- 
denburg and the Hohenzollerns. 


“Signed: Mayor George E. Crawford.” 


Mayor Crawford’s proclamation that 
“uncontrollable ambitions in high places 


are no more”’ has proved to be ironic indeed. 
Twenty-two years later, as this volume is 
being published, the world is again con- 
vulsed by uncontrollable ambitions, and 
the greatest battles in history are being 
fought. 


{Hunter O’ Rourke was made trust of- 
ficer of the bank on August 29, 1918, 
and served until March, 1924. 


1919—FIRE DESTROYS 40 CITY BLOCKS 


N THE YARD of Howard Cunningham’s 

meat market-grocery, located on the 
northeast corner of Madison and Hamilton 
Streets, fire broke out at 3:25 o’clock on the 
afternoon of May 21, 1919. It was just an 
ordinary small blaze, but in those days the 
water pressure in Mobile’s southern section 
was not very high. Soon the fire spread 
beyond control of the Fire Department 
(which was later accused of lack of organi- 
zation and efficiency in that particular 
emergency) and leaped from structure to 
structure and block to block until four 
hours later it had laid waste 40 city blocks 
containing 200 houses. 

After gaining their start in the Cunning- 
ham store building, the flames swept rapid- 
ly southeastward. It soon became ap- 
parent that the fire was beyond control; in 
a short time a house at Conception and 
Canal Streets, two blocks away, was on fire. 

The fire paused at Franklin Street, be- 
tween Madison and Eslava, but burned 
fiercely south of Madison. Houses on both 
sides of Franklin, between Madison and 
Canal, were burned, and four houses on 
Canal between Franklin and Hamilton. It 
then jumped across the street to the south- 
east corner of Canal and Franklin, and in 
the meantime was also burning the square 
east of Franklin, between Madison and 
Canal. 

When the all-devouring flames reached 
the east side of Claiborne, between Frank- 
lin and Madison, they seemed to be checked 
momentarily, but flying embers set fire to 
a dwelling east of Claiborne, between Madi- 
son and Canal, and in less than an hour 
they had swept across Conception, between 
Madison and Canal, at such speed that 


many people saved nothing. By 6 o'clock 
the fire had leaped across Conception to St. 
Emanuel and had headed directly south- 
east, taking in the dwellings and the Settle- 
ment Home at Conceptiun and Canal. 

At this point in the demon’s march, a 
force of several thousand volunteers was 
on the fire-fighting line. Despite their heroic 
efforts, the fire reached the block on Canal 
and Royal Streets, when the Alabama Dry- 
dock & Shipbuilding Co. sent a force 
numbering more than 1,000 men to the 
scene, and they kept the fire from their 
plant and the riverfront. At 6:30 o’clock 
it seemed as though the L. & N. repair 
shops at Royal and Charleston would 
catch fire, but the company’s employees 
strenuously wet all structures with several 
streams of water and saved them. 

Then, with the setting sun, the wind died 
down and the fire was finally halted when 
it reached an open space at St. Emanuel 
and Charleston Streets and had virtually 
burned itself out. 

As soon as it appeared that the fire was 
under control, measures to relieve distress 
were quickly organized. The fire demon 
had eaten away one of the most thickly 
populated sections of the city, leaving 
nothing but a forest of gaunt chimneys. 
Hundreds of families had lost their homes 
and everything in them, but relief agencies 
speedily responded to their urgent needs. 
Officials of the Red Cross arranged to have 
Mobile Relief Hall thrown open and equip- 
ped to house the homeless. Other organi- 
Zations promptly followed suit, including 
the Knights of Columbus, City Hospital, 
other fraternal organizations, as well as 
scores of private homes. A Central Relief 
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Committee, headed by D. P. Bestor, i ee 
chairman, was organized and raised a con- 
siderable fund to assist the fire sufferers. 


Dawn of the following day revealed an 
area of several square miles gutted by the 
flames. Between 1,000 and 1,500 people 
had been rendered homeless. Insurance 
men estimated that fully $500,000 in dam- 
age had been done—S300,000 to residences, 
and $200,000 to furnishings and personal 
effects therein. 


{At the annual meeting of the stock- 
holders in January, 1919, W. B. Pater- 
son was elected to a directorship, and 
served until February 14, 1933. 


{In line with its desire to press on to 
greater service and to widen always its 


fields of activity, the First National Bank 
was fully authorized by the Federal Re- 
serve Board, on February 8, 1919, ‘‘to 
act as Trustee, Executor, Administrator, 
Registrar of Stocks and Bonds, Guardian 
of Estates, Assignee, Receiver, and Com- 
mitiee of Estates of Lunatics.’ Since 
that date a complete Trust Department 
has been in operation, increasing from 
day to day in usefulness and opportuni- 
ty until today it enjoys the patronage of 
thousands of Mobile men and women 
who recognise the value and economy of - 
experienced corporate management of 
estates and trusts. 


{In 1919, C. E. Boyd was made audi- 
tor of the bank and served until the end 
of 1920. 


1920—MOBILE WOMEN CAST THEIR FIRST BALLOTS 


OVEMBER 2, 1920, was a red letter 
day in the lives of Mobile women. 
On that day, approximately 3,200 of them 
went to the polls and cast their first ballots. 

Prior to election day there had been 
much apprehension among the politicians 
and civic feaders concerning the new situa- 
tion created by having such a large number 
of “unknown”’ voters added to the registra- 
tion lists. Politicians feared strong oppo- 
sition from the ‘‘unpledged” women voters, 
and civic leaders felt that presence of fe- 
males at the polls might precipitate great 
confusion. 

Some feeling was worked up over reports 
that the Mobile County League of Women 
Voters allegedly received warnings that 
members of their sex might bz molested at 
the polls. A resolution from the league, ad- 
dressed to the Chief of Police and Sheriff, 
asked protection. Sheriff William H. Hol- 
combe and Police Chief P.J.O’Shaughnessy 
responded quickly with the pledge that any 
person interfering with any voter would be 
promptly arrested. All fears, however, 
proved unfounded. The Register reported 
on the morning following election day: 
“Election officers expected much confusion 
with women voting for the first time, but 
they state that the majority of the newly 
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Mobile women casting their first ballot in 
the election of 1920, 
(from a newspaper photograph). 


enfranchised voters were evidently well 
schooled on how to vote and in the ma- 
jority of cases cast their ballots with in- 


telligence and dispatch.” Further editorial 


comment pointed out that: ‘The women 
appeared to have needed no urging to vote. 
They were the first at the polls and were 
coming all day in droves.”’ 
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But everything was not harmonious on 
that first day on which women became 
electors. The females, conscientious in the 
exercise of self-government through the 
medium of the ballot, thought they de- 
tected irregularities at the voting places. 
As a result of their observations, the Mobile 
County League of Women Voters, through 
its chairman, Mrs. James R. Hagan, voiced 
a vigorous protest. She complained about 
the presence of candidates around the elec- 
tion boxes, about taking ballots away from 
the polls to be marked, and about the prac- 
tices of ‘‘many”’ who gave instructions as 
to marking ballots. 


Subsequently, the League was advised by 
Probate Judge Price Williams that such 
charges could be investigated in the court 
in the form of an election contest. While 
there was much agitation among the women 


Old Medical School of the University of Alabama. 


for such court action, the matter was 
eventually dropped. 


Biggest surprise of the election came 
when returns showed that Republicans had 
received one-third of traditionally Demo- 
cratic Mobile Countyv’s vote. Cox received 
6,171 votes te the victorious Harding’s 
2,681 in the county. The Republican 
nominee chalked up majorities in Ward 7 
and in !rvington precinct. 


*As Mobile entered ‘‘The Roaring 
Twenties’ the city’s business and finan- 
cial strucitive was still feeling the effects 
of World War I. Deposits in The First 
National Bank, however, had practically 
doubled during the five-year period, 1915- 
1920, The bank’s Report of Condition as 
of December 31, 1920, showed deposits 
toteling $13,414,705.83. 


The School was moved 


from Mobile to Tuscaiocsa, in 1926. 
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Scottish Rite Cathedral, located on the southwest corner of Claiborne 
and St. Francis Streets. 


1921I—CORNERSTONE OF SCOTTISH RITE CATHEDRAL LAID 


HILE A THRONG estimated at 

4,000 persons looked on, the corner- 
stone of the Scottish Rite Cathedrai at St. 
Francis and Claiborne Streets was iaid on 
November 30, 1921, with ceremonies under 
the auspices of the Grand Lodge of Ala- 
bama, A. F. & A. M. 

At 2:30 o’clock the grand parade left the 
Masonic Temple on St. Joseph Street and 
after traversing the principal streets of the 
city, ended at the Cathedral site. Heading 
the procession was A. Reese Winter, bearing 


was a platoon of policemen. Next came 
George Stone, the tyler, with two stewards, 
and then the Abba Temple band, followed 
by members of the different Masonic lodges 
wearing white aprons. Behind these was 
the Abba Temple drum corps, and finally 
the Grand Lodge officers. 

After following the formal course of the 
Scottish Rite ritual, one grand officer com- 
municating to another, the grand secretary 
read the contents of the casket* to be de- 
posited in the cornerstone and the invoca- 
tion laid down in the ritual was delivered 


an American flag. Immediately behind him 


*The casket contained the following articles: A Holy Bible; an American flag; proceedings of the Grand 
Lodge of Alabama; proceedings of Grand Chapter, R. A. M. of Alabama; proceedings of General Commandery, 
K. -. of Alabama; transactions of the Supreme Council, 33, South Jurisdiction, U. S. A.; allocation of the 
Grand Commandery of the Supreme Council, Southern district, U. S. A.; transactions of the Imperial Council 
A. A. O. N. M. S.; constitution and by-laws of Imperial Council A. A. O. N. M. S.; statutes of the Supreme 
Council, 33, A. A. S. R., for southern jurisdiction, U. S. A.; Masonic Manual, Grand Lodge, A. F. & A. M., of 
Alabama; Manual of Royal Arch Chapter of Alabama; program of the Thirty-seventh Reunion of coordinate 
bodies, A. A. S. R., of Mobile; program of the Twenty-sixth Reunion coordinate bodies, A. A. S. R., of Mobile, 
containing a picture of the old Scottish Rite Cathedral; copy of New Age; copy of Fellowship Forum; copy of 
The Mobile Register, November 30, 1921; copy of News-Jiem, November 30, 1921; copy of the list of Grand 
Lodge officers performing the ceremony of laying the cornerstone; copy of the list of Scottish Rite Cathedral 
Corporation; copy of the list of Building Committee, Scottish Rite Cathedral; copy of the list of Committee 


on Arrangements for laying of the cornerstone. 


meal Toile 





[AJ JAAGIHTAD ATLA H2ITTOOe FO avOTeA 


39 tee .mamailog to nootalg 6 esw, 
woe owl stiw ,talyt odd sao? ag1090 
rollat .basd slqmsT sddA oy sods bas 
bol sisroas lf Sero1s Rib oft to eredmera yd 
eb) basis” 2ncnge siidw gunsow 
an bns ETIO? mish alqmsT addA& odd 
“Ris5itio eabcl Bast ont 
lo se02 lesmt0? sit parwollo} 101A 
) assifto bnerg sng lautin 9915 deizi092 
is199e basiy of? ,rodtons of gnitasinum 
ad of *j4laco sdt lo atasieng ods ban 
ryni ad) box snojein7e adi ni -betieog 
wileb asw Isutin of) af nwob bial now 


srriodiaid lo wee. leewdt coe odd) mo betervol Jlavbedte eit mr 
si00732 ebonatl 22 bar we yy 























ts botsmites OVUOAHT A 
-ratrt09 ott .no badool enoatsq O00, 
12 30 tsrbodts 9k priv wi sot 


hina s9910@ the 


y na an soul, « wie oat 
oposite rg yw iB: we 

pisu0e 90) 1H gt” ty tF 4 
i esandie > dry \ Ineo ; AA ii 7 { ‘| 
. s Bd be ‘i a 

“gain sh age > ie 
a er ae 
4d d : i 
J nn ” 


aig, & 9 


nae at sate 


neces bas 


aes 






Bi re, 






ma 


rd 






eke 7 oo stat, 
“ge eR SE. 
aD PS oo 
“ind Mey : 


Ege Le: 4 % 
relate ted < 4 
Da eo 5 0 





D. P. BESTOR, Jr. 


President of The First National Bank from 1921 to 1938, 
and now chairman of the bank’s board of directors. 
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by the Grand Master, which was followed 
by sounding of the Grand Honors. 

The stone was then laid by Most Wor- 
shipful Master Percy B. Dixon. On one 
side, at the top right hand corner, it bore 
the inscription A. D. 1921, and at the other 
top corner the inscription A. L. 5921 {the 
date reckoned from the Masonic ‘‘Anna 
Lux’’—meaning ‘Year of Light”). Other 
inscriptions on the faces of the stone were: 
Scoltish Rite Catherdal, erected to God and 
to the service of Humanity, and the name of 
the Grand Master. 

Feature of the program was an address 
by Lawrence H. Lee, of Montgomery, Past 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Ala- 
bama. Introduced by the Grand Secretary, 
Dr. J. H. McCormick of Mobile, Mr. Lee 
explained the principles of Masonry in de- 
tail. Appealing for tolerance, he touched 
upon the beauty, gentleness and pictures- 
queness of Masonry and predicted that the 
Arms Limitation Conference, then in prog- 


ress at Washington, would result in realiz- 
ing the ideals of Masonry throughout the 
world. 


In 1921, Thomas R. Bartee was 
made auditor of tre bank, and served in 
that position util ihe latter part of 1926. 


{Cn March 80, 1921, J. J. Pettus 
wes made assistant cashier of the bank 
and heid that office until November 16, 
1954. 


(it 1922 the Congress of the United 
States authorised the extension of the 
charters of national banks for a period 
of 99 years, and the First National Bank 
now helds a charter under which it is 
auihorised by the United States Govern- 
meni to operaie until July 22, 2021. 


{On August 16, 1922, J. L. Bedsole 
was elected to the bank's board of direc- 
tors and 13 still a member of the present 
board. 


1923—BUILDING OF ALABAMA STATE DOCKS AUTHORIZED 


LTHOUGH STATE AID for improv- 

ing the Port of Mobile had been ag- 
gressively sought for many years by prom- 
inent Mobile citizens, that aid did not come 
until 1923. On September 18th of that year, 
legislation providing for construction of the 
Alabama State Docks was signed into law 
by Gov. William Brandon. The enabling 
act authorized $10,000,000 in bonds, to be 
issued as needed for construction of new 
terminals. It likewise abolished the then 
existing State Harbor Commission and 
created a State Docks Commission of three 
members whose duty was to supervise con- 
struction of port facilities with funds ob- 
tained from the bond issues. Appointed by 
Gov. Brandon as original members of that 
commission were Maj. Gen. William L. 
Sibert, U. S. A. retired, chairman; former 
Gov. Charles Henderson, of Troy, and 


Frank C. Blair, of Tuscaloosa. (Gen. Sibert 


was also chief engineer and general mana- 
ger of the Docks for many years). 
Enactment of the legislation marked the 
end of a campaign for Port improvements 
begun in 1908 when a committee represent- 


ing three Mobile commercial organizations 
investigated the Port’s situation and re- 
ported that adequate service could not be 
expected until wharves, warehouses, load- 
ing facilities and sufficient trackage were 
provided to insure prompt and equal de- 
liveries of cargoes to all wharves and term- 
inal facilities on the harbor front. In 1915, 
a vain appeal for aid from the state legisla- 
ture was made. Again, in 1920, proposed 
legislation for Port improvements was de- 
feated at the polls in the general election 
of that year. Thus for 15 years there was 
waged a constant conflict between the 
friends and opponents of the Port of Mobile 
throughout the state. 

Finally the project was authorized through 
an amendment to the state constitution 
which was approved by Alabama voters in 
1922, followed by an enabling act passed by 
the legislature in 1923. Sentiment of Mobile 
people and of the majority of Alabamians 
concerning authorization of the Port im- 
provements was reflected in the comment 
by Harry T. Hartwell, then Mayor of Mo- 
bile, who said: “‘Alabama’s seaport will now 
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Alabama State Docks as they appear in 1940. 


take its place among the leading ports in 
this nation and will become one of the 
state’s greatest assets.”’ 


Late in September, 1926, the first pro- 
ject, which included a cotton warehouse, 
was completed. Construction of Piers A, 
B and C, with concrete-and-steel ware- 
houses, a Terminal Railway, and a coal 
and bulk materials handling plant, followed. 
When those new facilities were opened in 
1928, they more than doubled the former 
capacity of the Port for handling Gulf 
commerce. 

Since 1928, a continuous program of im- 
provement and expansion of facilities has 
been carried on, until today the State 
Docks offer these attractive features: 


Four steel-and-concrete piers, accom- 
modating 21 large ocean-going vessels and 
affording 42 acres of covered, fire-pro- 
tected warehouses at shipside. 


| ee 


A bulk material handling plant with 
space for three large ocean-going vessels 
and a cargo capacity of 600 tons an hour, 
including a 50,000-ton capacity bulk ma- 
terial storage warehouse. 

An up-to-the-minute cold storage plant 


with modern quick-freezing unit and fruit 


shed at shipside. 

A Terminal Railway with four locomo- 
tives and 41 miles of track, linking five 
important railroad systems at the Docks 
and providing three marginal tracks at 
shipside. All ship berths are conveniently 
accessible to trucks and barges. 

A bonded cotton warehouse with high- 
density compress at shipside. 

A U.S. Customs bonded manipulating 
warehouse at shipside. 

Complete equipment, including an 
electric derrick of 75 tons capacity. 

An industrial canal giving access to at- 
tractive industrial sites. 
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When Goy. Frank Dixon took office in 
1939, he pressed through legislation which 
abandoned the State Docks Commission 
and substituted therefor a three-member 
advisory board. The governor took this 
step, he said, because he believed that the 
body should not have administrative power, 
as was the case with the commission, but 
should serve only in an advisory capacity. 

C. E. Sauls, who had been connected 
with the Docks since the days in which 
they were first under construction, was 
named director of the Docks. He had 
served the terminals in various capacities, 
and at the time he was appointed director, 
he was serving as assistant manager. 
Present members of the advisory board are 
Robert Gregg, Birmingham; George H. 
Lanier, Lanett; and Floyd McGowin, Chap- 
man. 


{At the annual meeting of the stock- 
holders in January, 1923, Mark Lyons 
was elected a director, and he is still a 
director. EK. J. McAuley was made as- 
sistant cashier in 1923—in 1931 the 
board of directors gave him the title of 
vice-president, and in 1938 he was elected 
a director and executive vice-president, 
which titles he now holds. 


{In 1924, H. A. Pharr was elected as- 
sistant cashier and trust officer of the bank 
—in 1926 the board of directors conferred 
on him the title of vice-president and trust 
officer, and in 1938 he was made a direc- 
tor of the bank, which titles he now 
holds. 


1925—MOBILE OBSERVES CENTENNIAL OF 
LAFAYETTE’S VISIT 


N APRIL, 1825, Marquis de Lafayette— 

French general who helped fight for 
America’s independence—visited Mobile. 
On April 5th and 6th, 1925, Mobilians 
staged anelaborate two-day programincom- 
memoration of his visit 100 years before. 

On the evening of April 5th, a capacity 
audience witnessed a program at the Lyric 
Theater which included addresses, a musi- 
cal program, the showing of stereoptican 
slides depicting numerous scenes of histor- 
ical interest, and the presentation of medals 
to student winners of the Lafayette Essay 
Contest in Mobile schools. Lillian West- 
brook, Henry Ogden, and Marguerite 
McDonald received medals, and John Bell 
received honorable mention. 

Principal speaker of the evening was Rev. 
Fr. Edward’ Cummings, who traced Lafay- 
ette’s career, described the great sacrifices 
he made to aid the American coionists 
during the Revolution, and cited George 
Washington’s great esteem and affection 
for him. Another interesting highlight of the 
program was an exhibition of Lafayette’s 
signature as it appeared on the register of 
Mobile Lodge No. 10 (now No. 40) A. F. 
& A. M. Lafayette was a Mason, and on 
arriving in Mobile he visited Mobile Lodge 


No. 10. The lodge’s register contains his 
signature, which, so far as known, is the 
only Lafayette autograph now extant. 





Facsimile of signature of Marquis de Lafayette 
as it appears on the register of Mobile Lodge 
No. 40, A. F. & A. M. 


On the following day, the Centennial 
festivities were continued with one of the 
most spectacular pageants ever held in 
Mobile. With Capt. E. Roy Albright serv- 
ing as parade marshal, assisted by Maiben 
Cammack, more than 30 floats—beautifully 
decorated with flags, flowers, wreaths and 
portrayals of Lafayette, Washington and 
other Revolutionary characters—threaded 
their way through streets which were lined 
by thousands of spectators. 

A handsome silver cup, offered as a prize 
for the best float, was won by the Convent 
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Lafayette Hotel, on the southwest corner of St. Michael and Royal Streets. 


of Mercy entry. ‘And a beautiful thing it 
was, too,’”’ reported The Register. ‘There 
was Liberty portrayed by Miss Mary Jo- 
hanna Hatcher, holding the reins attached 
to the eagle that perched regally on the 
radiator of a car. On each side of the float 
were two American flags woven with 1,112 
roses each. 


“Lafayette, portrayed by Miss Relia 
Glennon, sat back in a beautiful coach and 
a very handsome Lafayette she was as she 
viewed the throngs that lined the side- 
walks. Sitting behind her was George Wash- 
ington (Miss Louise Norris) while Afartha 
Washington (Miss Ethel Miller) rode with 
the American Beauty (Miss Madeline 
Lats). 

One feature of the celebration had to be 
postponed. A bronze tablet dedicated to 
Lafayette had been ordered and it was 
planned to place the tablet on the old 


Register building, which was the location of 
a tavern which Lafayette visited when he 
was in Mobile. L. C. Irvine, general chair- 
man of the celebration, announced that the 
tablet had not been delivered in time for 
the program. It was subsequently placed 
on the building at the southwest corner of 
Royal and St. Michael Streets, where it 
may now be seen. 


(By 1925, Mobile was enjoying the 
unparalled prosperity which accom- 
panied the nationwide boom-times of 
that period. D. P. Besior had been presi- 
dent of The First National Bank for ap- 
proximately four years, and under his 
splendid leadership the bank continued 
to forge forward. The bank’s deposits, as 
reported on December 31, 1925, totaled 
$17,120,872.33—a gain of approximate- 
ly $4,000,000 during the preceding five- 
year period. 
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1926—OPENING OF MOBILE’S NEW HIGH SCHOOL 


N MONDAY MORNING, April 12, 

1926, slightly less than 1,800 Mobile 
students who had previously been housed 
in historic old Barton Academy, trooped 
into Mobile’s new high school building on 
Carlin Street and immediately took up 
their studies where they had left off the 
previous Friday when they said goodbye to 
old Barton. Formal dedicatory exercises 
were heid in abeyance, pending completion 
of the school auditorium, which was still 
under construction at that time. 

The new high school buildings repre- 
sented the very latest design for such 
structures, including ample provision for 
class rooms, study halls, science work and 
other student activities. It was the reali- 
zation of a joint effort by the City and 
County of Mobile, each of which voted 
bonds for the project. Originally the City 
and County voted $350,000 each of bonds 
for the project; in June, 1925, however, it 
became apparent that more funds were 
needed and the City voted an additonal 


$200,000—thus increasing the total au- 
thorization to $900,000. 


When finally completed in the Summer 
of 1926, the new high school plant com- 
prised seven major units, with the sub- 
divisions arranged so as to permit future 
addition of more buildings for classrooms 
or other departments made necessary by 
increased enrollments. 


The buildings include the Academic 
Building, the Shop Building, the Biology 
Building, the Domestic Arts Building, the 
Cafeteria Building and the Auditorium and 
Gymnasium Building, all supplied with the 
most modern equipment. 


Originally named Mobile High School; the 
institution now bears the name Murphy, 
in commemoration of Samuel S. Murphy, 
former superintendent of Mobile County 
schools. Its original enrollment of 1,800 
has since increased to 3,000, and facilities 
which appeared too extensive in 1926 are 
now overtaxed. 


Air view of Murphy High School. 
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(At the annual meeting of the stock- 
holders in 1926, two new directors were 
elected: Aaron A. Lowenstein, who is 
still a director,and Thomas R. Murray, 
who served until May 17, 1936. Among 


Mr. Murray's close relations now living 
in Mobile are four brothers—Harry R., 
John T., Edward F., and Joseph Mur- 
ray—all prominently identified with Mo- 
bile shipping interests. 


1927—OPENING OF COCHRANE BRIDGE ACROSS 
MOBILE BAY 


DREAM which manv generations of 

Mobilians long had cherished, came 
true on June 4, 1927, when Cochrane Bridze 
across Mobile Bay was first opened for 
traffic. 

Prior to completion of the bridge the 
only way to reach Mobile from Baldwin 
County by automobile was via the old 
Bay boats which had served as ferries 
since the early days of the city. ‘Those 
boats charged a minimum of $3.10 per 
automobile, plus 40 cents for each occupant 
of vehicles, and in most cases the ferry 
charge was even higher than the above 
figure. 

In 13 hours on that initial day of the 
bridge’s operation, 550 motor vehicles rep- 
resenting 11 states crossed the 10!4-mile 
structure, spanning five rivers and describ- 
ed as one of the longest bridges in the world. 
Toll receipts (at a rate of $1 for each vehicle, 
plus 10 cents for each occupant other than 
the driver) approximated $700. 

Ten days later, on June 14, 1927, the 
bridge was formally dedicated and the cere- 
monies were attended by thousands of 
representatives from 10 states. Scores of 
persons high in public life—including Gov. 
Bibb Graves, U. S. Senator Pat Harrison 
of Mississippi, Fons A. Hathaway, chair- 
man of the Florida State Highway Com- 
mission, many Alabama state legislators 
and others prominent in public life—saw 


Mrs. Graves christen the bridge by smash-- 


ing a bottle of satsuma juice against the 
rail of the Tensaw River unit. Addressing 
the cheering multitude, Goy. Graves said: 
“As I stand here on this last link in the 





mighty chain* binding the South and the 
greatest union on the earth together, I feel 
that I am speaking for more than one 
commonwealth. It is with pride that I 
accept this bridge in the name of Alabama!” 

Although Gov. Graves accepted the 
bridge in the name of the State of Alabama, 
and although the State later took over the 
financial and management responsibility 
for the structure, it was not a state-financed 
project at that time. Cochrane Bridge 
originally was a private undertaking, con- 
ceived by Mobile citizens and realized 
through their efforts. The project actually 
got under way on July 1, 1925, at a mass 
meeting of citizens called by Mayor Harry 
T. Hartwell, and the late A. S. Towle, Sr., 
chairman of the Mobile County Board of 
Commissioners. At that meeting a com- 
mittee was organized for the purpose of in- 
vestigating the possibility of a bridge across 
the Bay. The late John T. Cochrane, Sr.@), 
president of the A. T. & N. Railroad, was 
elected committee chairman and shortly 
thereafter he presented a unique and feas- 
ible plan to the Mobile Chamber of Com- 
merce, banks, and certain private citizens. 

Briefly, the plan provided for organiza- 
tion of the Mobile Bay Bridge Co., empow- 
ered to issue bonds for financing the pro- 
posed bridge. The company organization 
called for seven directors—two to represent 
the bondholders, and five Mobilians, serv- 
ing without compensation, completing the 
directorate. The plan further provided that 
when all the bonds had been redeemed, the 
bridge was to become the property of Mo- 
bile County. 


*Gov. Graves was referring to the fact that Cochrane Bridge was a part of U. S. Highway 90, trans- 
continental highway linking the east and west coasts of the United States. 


(22) John T. Cochrane, Sr., has two sons living in Mobile — John T. Cochrane, Jr., who is trustee for the 
A. T. & N. R. R. Co., and George S. Cochrane who is vice-president of the Coastal Petroleum Co. 
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Financing of the project was completed 
in November, 1925, with the sale of $2,- 
500,000 of bridge bonds. First mortgage 
bonds were sold away from Mobile and 
second mortgage bonds were all taken by 
civic minded Mobilians. Bids were adver- 
tised and contracts let in 1926. It took 16 
months to complete the building of the 1014 
miles of steel spans, concrete trestles and 
causeways linking Mobile and Baldwin 
Counties. 

Because of his aggressive and unceasing 
efforts in behalf of the undertaking, the 
bridge was named after Mr. Cochrane, who 
displayed characteristic modesty when, at 
the formal dedication ceremonies, he stated 
simply: ‘‘We started out to build a bridge, 
and we kept at it until we finished. There 
have been a few kickers, but nevertheless 
the. achievement is strictly a community 
one. The bridge is now completed and 


speaks for itself. We must now capitalize 
on it and get the full benefits of its use.” 

During the 13 years that the bridge has 
been open, traffic has yearly increased until 
it is estimated that fully 1,100,000 vehicles 
now annually pass across it. It has proved 
to be of inestimable value to the Mobile 
area, and that value is expected to be en- 
hanced by the opening of the Bankhead 
Tunnel under Mobile River, which shortens 
by 714 miles the trip across the Bay. 


{In 1927, John D. Terrell was elected 
auditor of the bank, and in 1929 the title 
of assistant cashier was added thereto. 
The board of directors made him assis- 
lant vice-president in 1937, and vice- 
president in 1938. Upon the death of 
J. W. Woolf the directors gave him the 
additional title of cashier, and he still 
holds those two titles. 


1928—ESTABLISHMENT OF SOUTHERN KRAFT 
PAPER MILL 


ib 1928 officials of the International Paper 
Co., one of the world’s largest, annovnc- 
ed their decision to establish the Southern 
Kraft paper mill in this city. 

The company’s engineers had previously 
visited several cities, including Mobile, in- 
vestigating opportunities for locating a new 
mill, They were particularly impressed 
with Mobile’s plentiful supply of water and 
wood suitable for paper manufacture, and 
were favorably inclined toward a Mobile 
location. Other cities, however, offered 
strong inducements. 

The company finally agreed to erect its 
new plant in Mobile, provided the city 
would give the sum of $100,000, plus certain 
expenses incurred by the company during 
its investigations of the Mobile area, as 
evidence of good will. 

The Chamber of Commerce of Mobile, 
recognizing the tremendous economic bene- 
fits of the giant new industry, promptly 
organized a city-wide drive to meet the 
company’s requirements. An option on 
land for the plant site—a tract owned by 


A. Meaher(23), near the State Docks—was 
obtained, and a campaign to raise the $100,- 
000 fund was undertaken. When it was an- 
nounced that the money had been raised, 
city officials and civic leaders prophesied 
that it would later prove to be the greatest 
day in Mobile’s history; fire sirens were 
sounded and there was general celebration 
throughout the city. 


In acknowledging receipt of the $100,000 
fund and announcing that the Southern 
Kraft plant would be located in Mobile, an 
official of the International Paper Co. des- 
cribed plans as follows: 


“This plant should increase the popula- 
tion of Mobile by 3,500. You can readily 
deduce that out of our $1,000,000 annual 
payroll, fully 20 per cent of this amount 
will be cumulative wealth that will remain 
in the state.” 


Commenting on Mobile’s success in se- 
curing the new industry, G. C. Outlaw(24), 
who at that time was president of the Mo- 
bile Chamber of Commerce, said: 


(23) Among the descendants of A. Meaher now living in Mobile is a son, A. Meaher, Jr., prominent young 


business man. : 
(24) Mr. Outlaw is now a director of the bank. 
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“The civic spirit of Mobile, ever ready to 
be asserted when Mobilians are called to 
rally to any great cause, was shown most 
strikingly during the last five days—days 
which meant much to Mobile and which 
will go down in history as the turning point 
in the economic life of the community. 

“Mobile should be proud of its business 
heads, its industrial executives, its profes- 
‘sional citizens, men and women in all lines 


of endeavor, its civic clubs and its news- 
papers. All lave responded nobly to the 
cause and have served to strengthen the 
bonds which hold Mobilians together in 
one great army of patriotic boosters.” 
Construction started on the huge South- 
ern Kraft plant on September 9, 1928, and 
actual operations began September 18, 
1929. At present, Southern Kraft’s mill is 
employing 2n average of 1,806 people. 


1928—MOBILE’S NEW PUBLIC LIBRARY OPENED 


OBILE TOOK one of its greatest cul- 

tural strides when, on Saturday, Sep- 
tember 15, 1928, the new $300,000 Public 
Library building at Government Street and 
Washington Avenue was opened to the 
public. While no formal dedicatory cere- 
monies were held, a committee, headed by 
Mayor Leon Schwarz and composed of 
many prominent Mobilians, were present 


to welcome the crowds who came to inspect 
the institution between the hours of 4:00 
and 9:00 p. m. on that day. Actual library 
service was begun on the following Monday 
by a staff headed by Mrs. Emma C. Harris, 
librarian. 

The beautiful building—a gem of class- 
ical Greek architecture—housing 20,000 
volumes, represented the fruits of long 


Mobile’s old Public Library. 
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Mobile’s new Public Library. 


labor on the part of Mobile’s City Com- 
mission and Library Board. The building 
and site were financed by a city bond issue 
of $250,000, supplemented by contributions 
from the public. Among the larger contri- 
butions was $30,000 by Eli H. Bernheimer; 
the library’s auditorium was named Bern- 


heim Hall in honor of the leading donor. 

Mobile citizenry had cause to be proud 
of their new library. It was described as 
“second to none for a city the size of Mo- 
bile’ and since its opening in 1929 has 
been a center of cultural activities in this 
community. 


1929—ORGANIZATION OF WOMAN’S CLUB HOUSE 
ASSOCIATION 


. LTHOUGH Mobile club women for 

many years had envisioned the day 
when the city would have a club house as 
a center for their activities, it was not until 
January, 1929, that a permanent organiza- 
tion—with construction of a house as its 
objective—was formed. Following ener- 
getic promotion by Mrs. W. S. Pugh, 
prominent club woman and civic worker, a 
mass meeting of Mobile club women was 
called for January 17, 1929, at the Battle 
House. The meeting was presided over by 
Mrs. Pugh and was featured by an address 
by Mrs. W. A. Bellingrath, of Montgomery, 


who advised the assemblage how a club 
house could be obtained . At the close of 
this meeting it was decided to hold another 
meeting on January 24th, for the purpose 
of organizing the Woman’s Club House 
Association. 

At the January 24th meeting, permanent 
organization was effected, constitution and 
by-laws adopted, and the following officers 
elected: Mrs. W. S. Pugh, president; Mrs. 
Harry T. Smith, Ist vice-president; Mrs. 
W. D. Bellingrath, 2nd vice-president; Mrs. 
Harry T. Inge, 3rd vice-president; Mrs. G. 
A. Leftwich, 4th vice-president; Mrs. B. A. 
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Provost, recording secretary; Mrs. H. H. 
Wefel, treasurer; Mrs. E. W. Faith, auditor; 
and Mrs. C. S. Shawhan, parliamentarian. 
Also elected at this meeting were the follow- 
ing trustee-directors: Mrs. D. P. Bestor, Jjr., 
Mrs. M. F. Kirkbride, Mrs. B. F. Adams, 
Mrs. John T. Cochrane, Mrs. Ernest Ladd, 
Mrs. E. D. Bondurant, Mrs. Minnie H. 
Macartney Pearson. 


The first meeting of the new organiza- 
tion’s governing board was held on January 
29th, at which time Mrs. Harry T. Smith 
was appointed Finance Chairman, and an 
aggressive campaign to secure the club 
house got under way. Enthusiasm was so 
great that the organization grew by leaps 
and bounds, and when the time arrived 
for the filing of incorporation papers the 
Association’s charter roll contained 500 
names. 


Assisted by E. W. Faith as legal ad- 
visor and Austili Pharr (now Trust 
Officer of the hank) as financial advisor, 
the Association filed its incorporation 
papers and fioatecdl a $20,000 bond issue. 
Site for the club house at 1200 Government 
Street was selected and initial payment on 
it was made on May 2, 1929. After five 
months required to convert the property 
(which had previously been the residence of 
the late Dr. and Mrs. C. P. Robinson) the 
Woman's Ciub wus thrown open to mem- 
bers and their friends on October 22, 1929. 


Roll of the Woman’s Club now contains 
more than 1,000 names and the club house 
has been a center of entertainments and 


civic activities in Mcbile for the past 11 
years. It is a delightful meeting place and 


is considered a valuable asset to Mobile. 


The People’s Bank, which formerly stood where the First National Bank Building Annex 
now stands. The First National Bank acquired the property in 1929, razed the old 
People’s Bank building and constructed thereon the modern Annex building 
which was formally opened to the public on February 18, 1930. 









sivbs tchonen® an (aed aiaried 
Heroqioont aft bala. et a 


eri bnod 000,088 « bois bas eisqsq 
enerravOD OOSE Ye siod dul sd tot 9312.» 
jnsmysq isitind bis heath Hones 
A 197A 0801 .L veM fo sham eaw si 
reqorg od2 inovnon of beriups: ertaom 
sonobize ods need vizucivein bed doled) 
i (poanitod «I. arth baw 102 otal oil 
om OF nogo mwouls exw dul 2 namoW 
ef $8 wdoI90 no ebnvisi tis) bas aod 


piace won dulD a'aamoVW ods to Hot 
30d dulo ad? bas zeman OOO nartls sworn 
& 2inemnisheine lo wines & ord ead 


Sesy stl sot slidulf ni bedivitos viv 
s soalq yhiisom luitdgileb's 21 3] erasy 


tidoM of toeea sldsuley s borsbienco ei 


*~ 


econo 





zaonA pniblivd doef lenoleV! ye! ods otetiw boots them! doldw wine e’slqost afT ; 
blo ot basay ,oCer al ereqore o1l3 betigpon Ace lance te: aT ie wom : 
guiblind zeanA msbom ed? covred? betsuyvieno® bas gxibliud tnefl s’elqost oe ‘ if 
080) 21 Crauvdel te oilduq od? oF baabyo yllarrtot caw doldw aly) 

‘ 

, 


Say “ E.j 
ie Skilled 3.5 








Azaleas reflected in lagoon at Bellingrath Gardens. 


1929—OPENING OF MOBILE’S AZALEA TRAIL 


N SATURDAY AFTERNOON, Feb- 

ruary 22, 1929, a comparatively small 
group of flower-loving Mobilians formed a 
motorcade which left the Chamber of Com- 
merce Building and started on a journey 
through 15 miles of city streets and drive- 
ways now known throughout the United 
States as Mobile’s Azalea Trail. Arriving 
at the first sign pointing out the route of the 
trail, a brief dedicatory ceremony was di- 
rected by Sam H. Lackland, retired Mobile 
business man, who originated the Azalea 
Trail idea. From that small beginning, the 
Trail has become one of Mobile’s greatest 
and most popular civic projects, with 
thousands of tourists attracted here an- 
nually by the magnificent floral spectacles 
along the Trail! and in the nationally famous 
Bellingrath Gardens. 

Credit for opening the Azalea Trail goes 
to Mobile’s Junior Chamber of Commerce, 
who acted on Mr. Lackland’s suggestion 
that azaleas could be made a tourist at- 
traction. For a year preceding the opening 


of the Trail in 1929, members of the Junior 
Chamber were busy encouraging Mobilians 
to plant more azaleas. A special committee 
composed of Marion Draughon, chairman, 
with Donald Smith, S. S. Rubira, Jr., Dan 
Dix and Stratford White-Spunner, energet- 
ically followed up the project, with the 
result that large numbers of the plants set 
out during 1928 and early in 1929, were 
found to be blooming when the first tour 
of the Trail was made on February 22nd. 

Following that first official tour, it was 
announced that the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce annually would sponsor a move- 
ment to publicize the Azalea Trail nation-. 
ally. Publicity material for out-of-town 
distribution was planned. Standing com- 
mittees for promotion of the Azalea Trail 
idea were appointed. Results of their con- 
tinued efforts during the past 11 years are 
evident in statistics of the 1940 azalea 
season, which indicate that fully 100,000 
persons came from outside Mobile to enjoy 
the flowers. 
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1929—STOCK MARKET CRASHES 


RIDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1929, found 

business in Mobile moving along at a 
merry clip. The new Southern Kraft paper 
mill—regarded as a forerunner of further in- 
dustrial development for the city—had just 
begun operations. General business was 
good. Prices and wages were high. Every- 
body in the Mobile area seemed to have a 
job. 

Despite repeated warnings from exper- 
ienced observers that the country’s boom 
times were unsoundly based on speculative 
activity many Mobilians shared the na- 
tion’s blindly optimistic view of the future. 
“A new era of unlimited prosperity” had 
arrived. The tremendously inflated prices 
on the New York Stock Exchange “would 
go even higher.” 

Suddenly the bubble burst. On October 
24, 1929, stock prices crashed in one of the 
worst panics ever witnessed on the New 
York Stock Exchange. In the following 
morning’s Register, Mobilians: read this 
vivid word picture of the disaster: 

“NEW YORK, Oct. 24—(AP)—The re- 
markable era of avid public speculation in 
stocks which has swept over the country 
during the past five years came to a climax 
today in the most terrifying stampede of 
selling ever experienced on the New York 
Stock Exchange and other leading security 
markets. 

“Not since the war panic which resulted 
in closing the Exchange and other leading 
security markets for 17 weeks in 1914 has 
Wall Street seen such a dark and trying 
day, and never in financial history have 
security markets been thrown into such a 
tumult. 

“It appeared for a time that the stock 
market would be unable to face the situa- 
tion, and that trading would have to be 
suspended, but the leading exchanges saw 
the ordeal through, although a few floor 
traders collapsed and had to be aided from 
the trading floors. 

“By early afternoon, the situation be- 
came so grave that a hurried meeting of 
leading bankers was called at the office of 
J. P. Morgan & Co., and a reassuring state- 
ment issued from the conference by Thomas 


W. Lamont, one of the Morgan partners, 
finally checked the sickening drop of stock 
prices and saved the market from a com- 
plete impasse. 


“Scores of important stocks tumbled from 
$15 to $70 a share, paper values vanishing 
at the rate of tens of millions of dollars a 
minute, until mid-afternoon when the 
bankers’ statement prompted large oper- 
ators who were reaping millions in selling 
the market short to cover their commit- . 
ments, and prices of many issues rebounded 
substantially. 


“Total sales on the stock exchange 
reached the amazing figure of 12,894,680 
shares, surpassing by more than 50 per cent 
the previous record of 8,246,740 reached on 
March 26. 


“The ticker quotation service fell hours 
behind transactions, and traders who were 
unable to get quotations from the floor 
through their brokers proceeded blindly, 
save at intervals when a few stock quota- 
tions were sent out through the bond 
market tickers. 


“Standard dividend-paying stocks were 
thrown overboard along with the more 
speculative issues. Stocks were sold for 
what they would bring in blocks from 1,000 
to 150,000 shares. Traders on the floor of 
the Stock Exchange shrieked and howled 
their offers for desperate minutes before 
they found takers. 


“Such a roar arose from the Stock Ex- 
change that it could be heard for blocks 
on Wall and Broad Streets. 


‘|. . The stampede of selling was gener- 


ally regarded by market observers as an 
unavoidable climax to the headlong decline 
which has been gaining momentum since 
stocks generally reached their record high 
levels in last September. The situation has 
been aggravated by a glutting of the securi- 
ties market by hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars worth of new issues of securities, a 
moderate reaction in business activity from 
record levels of recent months, and liquida- 
tion of stocks held by foreign investors, re- 
sulting from unsettlement of the London 
Stock Exchange. 
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“,.. Trading on the New York Curb 
Exchange was also spectacular and the total 
volume was 6,148,300 shares, a new high 
record.” 

Strangely enough, even the disastrous 
break of October 24th did not dim specu- 
lative faith in the future. The rally of the 
stock market on October 25th was reported 
and interpreted in Associated Press dis- 
patches as follows: 

“Wall Street came groping out of the 
darkness today as stalwart leaders of fi- 
nance and industry swept away the black 
cloud of impending disaster that struck 
terror to the hearts of speculators and in- 
vestors yesterday. 

Powerful support was thrown in the 
stock market and hundreds of issues closed 
the day $2 to $21 higher, having substanti- 
ally reduced the losses suffered in yester- 
day’s stampede of selling.” 


... that Wali Sireet was able to 
stand such a shock as it received yesterday 
was generaliy regarded in banking circles 
as convincing evidence of the fundamental 
soundness of the fnancial structure.” 

Despite such reassuring interpretations, 
“Black Friday of 1929" represented the 
first stip fromm the brink of prosperity into 
the mire of depression that gripped the 
nation for rnmany years to come. While 
Mobile did not suffer so severely as most 
other citics, the generally poor business 
conditions during the early 1930's seriously 
retarded and postponed the city’s industrial — 
deveiopment sc auspicicusly begun with the 
establishment of the Southern Kraft paper 
mill. 


In 1929, L. B. Patrick was made 
assistant cashier of ihe bank, which posi- 
tion he held until June, 1936. 


1929—FIRST ALABAMA DEEP SEA FISHING RODEO 


ARLY IN 1929, a movement was 

launched at the suggestion of State 
Game and Fisheries Commissioner I. T. 
Quinn of Montgomery, to hold a deep sea 
fishing rodeo in waters around Dauphin 
Island and Fort Morgan, at the mouth of 
Mobile Bay. Since that time, Mobile has 
become a mecca for anglers throughout the 
country during the annual rodeo. 

Shortly after he made his suggestion, Mr. 
Quinn, who is now connected with the 
Federal Government at Washington, met 
with a group of Mobilians, including L. G. 
Adams, Pat Byrne, George Lining, R. L. 
Bidez, John Shaw and Sam H. Lackland 
for a discussion of the proposal. 

Initiative in the drive was taken by Mr. 
Quinn and Mr. Adams, and as the plans 
progressed, Mr. Adams was named chair- 
man of the first general rodeo committee. 
At that time, the rodeo had no name, and 
some of its organizers refer to it today as 
just a “whale-of-a-big fishing party.” 

On the general rodeo committee were: 
Dr. Sibley Holmes, of Foley; George Lin- 
ing; Mayor Cecil F, Bates, Harry Craw- 
ford, Pat Byrne, R. L. Bidez, W. B. Pat- 
erson, Martin Thoss and Capt. Joe Pose. 


Chairman of the various committees 
were: Dr. Holmes, commodore of the fleet; 
Mr. Byrne, housing committee; Mr. Lin- 
ing, boat committee; Mr. Crawford, can- 
teen committee, and Mr. Bidez, judges’ 
committee. 

With approximately 250 enthusiastic 
sportsmen present, the first rodeo got 
under way on August 26, 1929 and con- 
tinued through August 28. 

The sporting event went over with such 
surprising success that Mr. Quinn shortly 
thereafter suggested formation of the Ala- 
bama Deep Sea Fishing Rodeo Association 
with the view of making the affair an an- 
nual event. All details of the first rodeo 
had been handled under the direction of Mr. 
Quinn from his office in Montgomery, but 
the state commissioner recommended that 
this setup be changed and that administra- 
tion of the association be vested in Mobile 
officers. 

Mr. Adams was elected the association’s 
first president at the organization meeting, 
and proved a capable and vigorous leader 
during the five years he held that office. 

Albert Gill, printing company executive 
and sportsman, succeeded Mr. Adams as 
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president in 1936 and held the office until 
the election of Martin Thoss in 1939. 

One of the most loyal and enthusiastic of 
the rodeo officials is Sam H. Lackland, who 
has served as secretary and treasurer of the 
organization since it was founded. Persons 
who have attended the sporting event every 
year say, ‘‘Mr. Lackland is always so busy 
looking out for visitors that so far he has 
not wet a hook at any of the rodeos.” 


Each year, the rodeo attendance has 
grown by leaps and bounds, and numbered 
among those who participate are men high 
in public, business and professional life. It 
is not an uncommon sight to visit the rodeo 
quarters on Dauphin Island and find an 
average workman laughing and joking with 
a state governor, a senator or a millionaire 
business executive, for here during the 


EI 


short three days of each year these men 
have one important thing in common— 
fishing. 

Records of the various types and sizes of 
salt water fish are kept at rodeo head- 
quarters, and at the end of the competition 
valuable prizes are awarded. 

The invasion of sportsmen for the rodeo 
each year necessitates the mobilization of a 
large fleet of vessels to accommodate them. 
Last year, the event created a demand for 
all small vessels from Panama City to New 
Orleans. 

From an attendance of 250 in 1929, the 
event has grown to such an extent as to 
attract a total of 520 fishermen to the 1940 
event. Of those, 231 came from out of the 
state—representing 23 states and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 
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The First National Bank Building Annex, located on the southeast corner 
of St. Joseph and St. Francis Streets, which was the site of the old People’s 
Bank. In the basement of this Annex is located the bank’s Safe Deposit 
Department, and on the ground floor is located the bank’s Trust Department. 
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A glimpse of the Spring Hill College campus. 


1930—SPRING HILL COLLEGE CELEBRATES CENTENNIAL 


ITH ALUMNI from 12 states and 

two foreign countries attending, 
Spring Hill College celebrated its 100th 
Anniversary with a three-day program, 
May 31 through June 2, 1930. Also pres- 
ent at the celebration were representa- 
tives from many other institutions of higher 
learning, who gathered to pay honor to the 
college founded a century before by the Rt. 
Rev. Michael Portier, D. D., first Bishop 
of Mobile. 


On Saturday, the first day of the cele- 
bration, hundreds of alumni gathered on the 
campus to greet classmates whom they had 
not seen for many years. In the afternoon, 
they witnessed a baseball game between 
Spring Hill’s varsity nine and a team rep- 
resenting the Naval Air Station at Pensa- 
cola. In the late afternoon a tea was given 
in their honor, followed by a stag supper. 

On Sunday morning, solemn pontifical 
mass was held by Rt. Rev. Thomas J. 
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Toolen, Bishop of Mobile. Then fol- 
lowed the centennial baccalaureate ser- 
mon by Rev. Edward Cummings, war-time 
president of the college. Fr. Cummings 
praised Bishop Portier, declaring that al- 
though no marble shaft has been erected to 
commeniorate his work, a monument to 
him nevertheless exists in the hearts of 
those who benefitted from his labors. 

Immediately preceding the sermon, Fr. 
Cummings read a cablegram from Pope 
Pius X], felicitating and congratulating the 
college on the occasion of the centennial 
celebration. 

On Sunday afternoon, former classes held 
their reunions and at 3:30 came the solemn 
benediction and Te Deum. Then followed 
the laying of the cornerstone of the Thomas 
Byrne memorial library. The library was 
presented by Paul Byrne, of the class of 
1911, in the name of his mother, Mrs. Nora 
Byrne, of Chicago, through whose generos- 
ity the modern edifice was erected to the 
memory of her late husband. Sunday’s 
activities were closed with an alumni ban- 
quet at the Battle House. 

On Monday, masses for deceased mem- 
bers of the Spring Hill faculty and alumni 


were held, foliswed by the graduation ex- 
ercises for the class of 1930—at which time 
several honorary degrees were likewise con- 
ferred. Principal spcaker at the exerciscs 
was Bibb Graves, then governor of Ala- 
bama. 


(At their annual meeting in January, 
1930, the benk’s stockholders elected three 
new directors, namely, Milton L. Brown, 
G. C. Outlew, and John E. Toomey, all 
of whom are still members of the board. 


UThe directors of ihe bank made E. B. 
Peebles assistant cashier of the bank in 
1930, and he was elected assistant vice- 
president in 1937. In 1938 the title of 
vice-president was given him by the board, 
which title he stil holds. 


| Mobile, like the rest 9 the nation, 
eniered the 1930's under ihe pall of busi- 
ness depression following ihe stock mar- 
ket crash of 1929. The bank’s deposits, 
however, showed onlv avery slight shrink- 
age in comparison with deposit totals in 
1928. Deposits on December 31, 1930, 
were reported as $17,029,914.04. 


1932—DEDICATION OF BISHOP ALLEN MEMORIAL HOME 


UBLIC RECOGNITION of 20 years of 

service in caring for Mobile’s unfortu- 
nate babies and small children was tendered 
the Sisters of Charity on March 20, 1932, 
when the new Bishop Allen Memorial 
Home, located on Catherine Street, op- 
posite Lyons Park, was dedicated. The 
massive and architecturally beautiful new 
maternity home, which repiaced the old 
Alabama Maternity Home on St. Anthony 
Street, was thrown open to the public im- 
mediately following the exercises. Sister 
Aurelia was placed in charge. 

The new structure, housing the most 
modern accommodations for 200 children 
ranging from infancy to seven years of age, 
was made possible by contributions to the 
Bishop’s Confraternity of the Laity, organ- 
ized by Bishop Toolen in 1929, the centen- 
nial year of the Diocese of Mobile. It rep- 
resented an investment of approximately 


$300,000 and was recognized as one of the 
finest institutions of its kind in the South. 

Bishop E. P. Allen, in whose memory the 
new home was named, was the founder of 
the Alabama Maternity Home—pioneer in- 
stitution of its kind in Mobile and Alabama. 
The old Providence Infirmary on Broad and 
St. Anthony Streets, long unused since the 
erection of the modern infirmary on Spring- 
hill Avenue and Catherine Street, was se- 
cured through the cooperation of Sisters of 
the same organization who conduct the 
Providence Infirmary. In March of 1911, 
Bishop Allen and the Very Rev. J. J. Sul- 
livan, C. M., superior of the Sisters of 
Charity, met at the City Hospital and com- 
pleted final arrangements for the Alabama 
Maternity Home. The first child came to 
the old Alabama Maternity Home on 
Christmas Day, 1911, and was followed on 
the next day by a three-months-old baby. 
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Flower-studded flagstone path at Bellingrath Gardens. 


1932—OPENING OF FAMOUS BELLINGRATH GARDENS 


67-0 ONE FROM THE NORTH, this 
semi-tropical profusion is bewildering, 

like that of the crowded verdure, bloom and 

fragrance of a great greenhouse.” 

Thus did Elmer T. Peterson express him- 
self in an article written for Better Homes 
and Gardens after a stroll through flower- 
lined pathways of Bellingrath Gardens, 
famed ‘‘Charm Spot of the Deep South,” 
located 20 miles south of Mobile, on the 
Isle-Aux-Oies (Fowl) River. 

Peterson’s expression is typical of thou- 
sands made by visitors who have come 
from all parts of the world to thrill at the 
beauty of a floral paradise wrought from a 
wild, untamed land of magnolias, moss- 
draped live water oaks, bays and pines. 

This ‘‘Flaming Drama of the South,” as 
the garden is sometimes described, is the 
result of efforts of its owners, Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter D. Bellingrath(25), 


(25) Mr. Bellingrath is now a director of the bank. 


Back in 1918, Mr. Bellingrath purchased 
the garden site and established a fishing 
camp—Bellecamp—for the enjoyment of 
himself and friends. At this time, the 
Bellingraths say they had no idea of creat- 
ing the magnificent garden. 

Oddly, the first azaleas, one of the prin- 
cipal attractions of the great garden, that 
were planted at Bellecamp were those taken 
there by Mrs. Bellingrath simply because 
she had no room for them in her garden at 
her Ann Street residence. As the plants 
bloomed, the couple envisioned what a 
beautiful spot they could make of their 
camp site on Fowl River. Then followed 
purchase of more plants and extensive 
planting in 1927. 

They were aided in planning their 
project by George B. Rogers, architect, 
and in 1932 the garden was opened to the 
public. On the opening day approximately 
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5,000 persons visited the place. Discussing 
opening of the garden to the public, Mr. 
Bellingrath said:. ‘‘We were practically 
forced to open our gardens to the general 
public, and while glad to do so we found 
it impossible to control the vast crowds 
that thronged the estate. Finally, it was 
decided to make an admission charge, in 
order that we might continue to maintain 
and develop the gardens and permit garden 
lovers to enjoy the splendors that have be- 
come world-famous.” 


The estate covers about 100 acres, but 
the part that is being developed into an 
azalea and camellia garden embraces 60 
acres. It now has more than 100,000 
azalea bushes, ranging from the dwarf 
Kurume to the giant bushes of the Indica 
varieties. Some of the large bushes, which 
are over 100 years old, range from 12 to 
18 feet in height, and from 25 to 30 feet 
in diameter. 


Divided into three classes—Indica, Ku- 
rume and Belgian—there are more than 200 
varieties of azaleas in the gardens. These 
varieties include the following colors: light 
pink, deep rose, salmon pink, watermelon 
pink, firecracker red, cerise, orange, salmon, 
lavender, magenta, orchid, white, varie- 
gated, etc. In addition to these varieties, 
which are evergreen, a fine collection of 
native azaleas or bush honeysuckle in 
white, pink, cream, yellow and orange is 
naturalized among the trees. 


The gardens now comprise more than 
2,000 specimens of camellia japonica and 
camellia sasanqua. Some of the largest 
camellia japonica are more than 100 years 
old, and they range in size from 10 to 18 
feet in height, and from 12 to 14 feet in 
diameter. Some of the camellia sasanqua 
measure 16 feet high and have heads 15 
feet in diameter. 


There are 325 distinct varieties of ca- 
mellia japonica and camellia sasanqua. In 
cameilia japonica there are the single, semi- 
double, double, peony and pompom types, 
and in the sasanqua there are singles and 
doubles. In the camellia japonica the colors 
range from the purest white to a delicate 


shell pink, and from rose pink to a deep 
crimson. In the variegated types there is a 
marvelous mixture of white, pink, orchid 
and scarlet, scmetimes in the form of 
splotches and scmetiimes in stripes. 


Some of the azalezs start blooming as 
early as November, and scme of the later 
varieties iast wel! into the month of May, 
depending entirely upon the seasonableness 
of the weather. The full glory of the azalea 
season, however, is generally reached from 
tire middle of February through March, 
until about the 20th of April. The early 
pinks start biceming usually about the 
middle of February, and these are followed 
by the watermelon pinks, lavender, whites 
and salmons. Some of the camellias start 
bioomiung as early as October and continue 
blooming until the first of April, the height 
of the season being reached between the 
middle of January and the middle or last 
of March, depending upon weather con- 
ditions. 


{n addition to the azaleas and camellias 
there are a great many other flowering 
shrubs in the gardens, such as sweet or 
tea olive, mountain laurel, oleander, crepe- 
myrtie, gardenia (cape jessamine), hy- 
drangeas, althea, dogwood and wisteria, to 
say nothing of numerous varieties of lilies 
and other small plants that come into 
bloom after the azaleas and camellias are 
over. Native trees found in the garden in- 
clude live oak, water oak, red oak, hickory, 
beech, magnolia, sourwood, cherry, holly, 
yaupon, red cedar, black gum, sweet gum, 
bay, myrtle, etc. 


A force of between 40 and 50 men are 
employed in the gardens under the direction 
of A. A. Hunt, English gardener, who has 
had experience in famous gardens of both 
his native land and on the east and west 
coasts of the United States. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bellingrath deserted their 


| fishing camp home several years ago for a 


beautiful new home next door. The home 
is one of the most magnificent along the 
Gulf Coast, and its galleries feature old 
iron work characteristic of the earlier days 


of Mobile. 


— 107 — 


jo mol ad? ni ewnitamce ytoheo bie 
aoqiia ni sgntizsiaos bag nahin 


om pnimtoold $1692 enalsss ot Yo ome?, ice 


iat edt to omnoe has sedmevo% es 


yweM to dinom orl} oxni How teal esiteney .~ 
gnibnogeb 
lone edt Io Chaly lot af Tvisdaeave a to ‘i 


esnvidcnosnee edt nacgy vloin 


dol bedonet Ulerensy ef povevod ‘nossse 
‘eM dysordt yisutrdsT to olabin on? 
thins ofT  .lingé to diO8 odd tuoda ldny 
od} uroda yilavan grinoold. tise ednig 
bowollol +18 se0H? bas screeds jo albbim 
oidw wehaevel zlsig solsanszew od? yd 
tee esiliserso sdt loomed lemomlee bas 
yuniines bre rsdoIsO as vinks ae qoimoold 
Higiod add ling A Yo tert oct liga pnisnoold 
“it neewsed bordssey yoisd noease odi jo 
el 10 sipbim sdt bas vigsiiel do slbbim 
noo 1sdisow soequ ynibneqsb wiowsM jo 
aaavib 

silioms> bns esalexe 91 of noitibbs al 
introwoH yorio vaam Jestg & SIR go19r? 
0 joswe es ove .enobise oft al aduide 
sqo7) .19brselo ,lowesl nisinvom .svilo ast 
ad ,(Saimmeees, 2qe>) sinsirtag yoltrym 
1 .sitnaiw bns boowgob ,sordils ,endgasib 
Mil Yo estisnay evorsman Io ynidier wee 
jini amos jedi etasiq fleme isdto bas 
ne enillomes bas essisss or? 192g moold 
m nabwe of) ni bavot asst? svilsVi -r9v6 
Vrodzid ase bes Aso stew leo ovil sbuls 
dlod »grsro ,boow woe ,silongem dosed 
ming 90wWwe ming aosld shes bet ,woquey 
49 .slivgm ved 


ns norm 03 bas 0b msewied Jo sori A 
aLenib ody tbe anshisy atl ni bovolqms 
si ow .vnobisy dailgnd nw WA .A Yo 
od lo enobisy euoms? sj sorteinaqxs bad 
29” bes Jess ott no buns bnegl avisan aid 
22ies2 besinU odt to ei2a09 


ines bstisesb dsergailled 2M bas aM 
“201 ops emsy isisvea omod goin yaide 
mod odT .200b tx9a smod won lunlinised 
ri goles tesoMingsm. s20m 93 20 ono ai 
lo suiige) esirsilsy ett bas ,teso> Yuod 
rah so A ene toamns et ae 


slidoM to 


Boo 
CTO oe he ae 


on 


tud 2916 
ng -onti levob. 
hswb aff mon) ynigest 


- 


h 


ub 


3 
ii 


00S ned) rom sin satesiaaie | 


sigil :etoloo gniwollo) od? sbulsa? ssitshay 
nolsansiew alniq nomise .s801 qoeb nig 
monise seas , sein shor woloaraanit aig” 
-snsv .wihw ,bitono .etnsgem , 

2sit9rney ged? of noitibbs al ts 
10’ noirssilos ont 8 \noergev9 Wie 
ni sidouevenod dand to asslexg 


nedi som seigmao won enshigg: 

bes srinogqs{ sillomss to eneminege 000.8 
tesgrzal odd Jo ormed . -bupnsese sillsmeo 
eiesy OO! feds mom oe sillames 


&f of OL mon) oni ni sgaiey vadt bas blo 
ni test AL of SE moth-bap \tdgisdni 390) 
suprsese sillomeo ott lo smo2 sastemspib 
(@1 ebsod oveid. bax dgidd 399) OF ‘emesem 













1933—CONVENT OF VISITATION CELEBRATES 
CENTENNIAL 


Hots OF ALUMNAE from through- 
out the nation gathered in Mobile on 
January 29, 1933, to celebrate the 100th 
Anniversary of the Convent of Visitation. 
Under the general chairmanship of Mrs. 
Edward Grove, president of the association, 
a three-day program of exercises honored 
the memory of individuals prominently 
connected with the institution and re-dedi- 
cated it to further service of sacred and 
humble duty. 

The first day’s program opened at 6:30 
a. m., with a community mass offered for 
the living benefactors of the community 
and at 5:30 p. m. there was a pontifical 
benediction of the blessed sacrament. A 
community mass for the Most Rev. Michael 
Portier, D. D., founder of the Convent, 
opened the second day’s program. This 
mass was followed at 9:30 a. m. by solemn 
pontifical mass. Also on the second day 
an allegorical drama The Eternal Years was 
presented at 3:30 p. m. by members of the 
student body. The third day’s program 
opened at 6:30 a. m., with a community 
mass for deceased sisters of the community. 
At 8:30 a. m., there was a solemn mass of 
requiem for deceased benefactors and 
friends of the community. 

Oldest surviving former student of the 
convent present at the centennial celebra- 
tion was Mrs. Anna Stuardi Kenny, who 


at the time was looking forward to her 
92nd birthday. She said she knew Bishop 
Portier, Mobile’s first Bishop, and that she 
had the privilege of congratulating the 
succeeding bishops. 


The elaborate exercises called public at- 
tention to the Convent’s historical back- 
ground. It was founded on January 29, 
1833, by a small group of nuns from the, 
settlement of Jamestown, who came to 
Mobile and opened their school under the 
direction of Bishop Portier. The Convent 
is therefore one of the oldest educational 
institutions in the South. It is under the 
direction of the Sisters of Visitation, a 
religious order founded in France in 1610 
by St. Frances de Sales, bishop prince of 
Geneva and by St. Jane Frances Fremoit, 
the baroness de Chantel. 


Located in a picturesque spot on Spring- 
hill Avenue, part of the original buiiding, 
which was constructed soon after the ar- 
rival in Mobile of the sisters, still stands. 
Once, it was almost demolished by a tor- 
nado which swept the city, and in ante- 
bellum days vandalistic bands of Know- 
Nothings, an anti-Catholic political party, 
set fire to the institution, almost completely 
leveling it. However, parts of the original 
structure were saved and may be found in 
the library wing today. 


1933—BANK HOLIDAY THROUGHOUT THE NATION 


URING the first few days of March, 
1933, Mobile’s banks joined others 
throughout the nation in a banking holiday. 


On March Ist, Gov. B. M. Miller de- 
clared a 10-day banking holiday in Ala- 
bama, “to protect the interests of the 
public, bank depositors and bank stock- 
holders.” The governor’s official procla- 
mation set forth that “‘the banking situa- 
tion has been so materially affected by 
state and local actions:in states other than 
Alabama, as to threaten the public interest 
and the interests of the depositors and 


stockholders of the banks of Alabama.” 
Many other states had already declared 
such banking holidays effective. 

When Gov. Miller issued his proclama- 
tion the banks in Mobile, all of which were 
in exceptionally liquid situation, hoped 
that, even in spite of the growing propor- 
tions of the financial panic over the country, 
it would be possible for the Mobile banks 
to continue normal operations and conse- 
quently no bank at the time of the procla- 
mation suspended payments or restricted 
withdrawals. 
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On March 2nd, seventeen additional 
states declared banking holidays and the 
situation became much worse. It was be- 
coming apparent that the Federal Reserve 
Banks could not for long furnish, even to 
_banks entitled to it, currency to meet grow- 
ing demands. At that time currency was 
redeemable in gold and at various centers 
over the United States holders of currency 
were demanding gold in exchange for it. 
The law required that currency issued by 
the Federal Reserve banks should be 
backed, with approved collateral, including 
not less than 40% in gold. With the steady 
withdrawal of gold it could not be long be- 
fore the supply of gold held by the Federal 
Reserve banks would be insufficient to per- 
mit issuance of additional currency. Still 
the First National Bank of Mobile con- 
tinued to pay. 


On March 38rd additional states declared 
banking holidays and early in the morning 
of that day it was apparent that all banks 
of the nation would shortly have to close 
as the demand for withdrawal of funds was 
increasing everywhere, and sufficient cur- 
rency to meet those demands could not be 
obtained. It seemed that practically all 
holders of bank accounts wanted to con- 
vert those accounts into cash. The board 
of directors of the First National Bank met 
at ten o’clock on the morning of March 3rd 
and D. P. Bestor, Jr., president of the bank. 
issued the following statement after the 
meeting: 


“When the governor of this State on 
Wednesday, March 1, declared a banking 
holiday, we had hoped that its observance 
would not be advisable for the banks of 
Mobile. Believing that, we decided to dis- 
regard it and try to operate our bank in an 
orderly way., Developments since have 


been disappointing, as we did not receive 


the full cooperation we expected. State 
after state has gone into the column which 
are observing holidays of one character or 
another. ... Faced with these conditions, 
local, state-wide and national, for which we 
are manifestly not responsible, and over 
which we have no control, our board of 
directors, for the protection of and in the 
interest of our community and our deposi- 


tors, today at 10 o’clock decided it to be 
the part of wisdom and of sound banking 
to follow the policy which has now become 
almost general on the part of banks which 
have our respect, and to restrict with- 
drawals substantially in accordance with 
the plans prescribed by the Alabama State 
Banking Board and as they may be modi- 
fied from time to time.” 


On the morning of March 4th the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Atlanta, with its branches, 
did not open for business. It was then 
practically impossible for banks in the 
Sixth Federal Reserve District to continue 
to do business and accordingly the Mobile 
banks closed—the First National Bank at 
the time of its closing having the largest 
amount of cash in its vaults that it ever 
has had. Other Federal Reserve banks did 
not open for business nor did any of the 
banks in the important money centers of 
the country. 


Congress convened on March 6th and im- 
mediately set to work on the banking 
problem. Various proposals were discussed 
in Washington for reopening of the banks 
and conversations were had among Mobile 
bankers looking toward reopening of the 
local banks should a general plan not be 
shortly worked out in Washington. 


Congress passed the Banking Act of 1933 
which was promptly approved by the Presi- 
dent and on March 13th approved banks in 
Federal Reserve cities were permitted to 
open and on March 14th approved banks in 
all other cities were permitted to open. All 
of the banks in Mobile were approved and 
all of them opened on the morning of 
March 14th without restrictions. The First 
National Bank of Mobile on that day 
issued the following statement: 


“We have received the necessary permit 
from the U. S. Government to resume all 
business on today. No permits were issued 
authorizing any banks to transact a general 
banking business before today, except in 
the 12 cities where Federal Reserve Banks 
are located, in which cities banks were re- 
opened yesterday. Mobile is therefore 
among the first cities to which complete 
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banking facilities become available. This 
bank will reopen without any restrictions, 
the United States Government having pro- 
nounced it a sound bank, and the Federal 
Reserve Banks will furnish all the currency 
needed by such banks, 

“... Our customers have been incon- 
venienced—we regret it and are indecd 
pleased that we will be able to extend to 
them, beginning today, the same good 
service and careful attention to their bank- 
ing requirements that has been accorded 
here for so many years past.” 

Thus did the First National Bank emerge 
from another crisis to continue its career of 
faithful service which this year (1940) 
reaches the 75-year mark. 


{The stockholders of the bank at their 
annual meciing in January, 1934, elected 
two new directors: Berney L. Strauss, 
who is sitli a member of the board, and 
S. B. Adams, whe served until Decem- 
ber, 1938. Among Mr. Adams’ descen- 
dants nov: living in Motile is S. B. 
Adams, Jr., who is vice-president of the 
S, B. Adams Lumber Co. 


QJ. R. Crosby was made assistant 
cashier of the bank in 1934, which posi- 
tion fe sti!l holds. 

GV. L. Sibley was made auditor of 
the bank in 1934, and in 1937 he was 


made assistant cashier, which position 
he sitll holds. 


1935—ORGANIZATION OF HISTORIC MOBILE 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY 


N THE FORENOON of March 14, 1935, 

a group of loyal Mobilians under the 
leadership of Mrs. E. S. Sledge met at the 
Woman's Club to discuss plans for the for- 
mation of an organization dedicated to the 
protection and preservation of Mobile’s 
beautiful old homes and buildings and other 
things of historic interest in and around the 
city. Unanimously elected to head the new 
organization were two women who had long 
been active in Mobile’s civic affairs: Mrs. 
W. S. Pugh, president, and Mrs. Ed Flynn, 
first vice-president. Mrs. Pugh was given 
the privilege of selecting the other officers 
and she named the following: Mrs. E. S. 
Sledge, second vice-president, Mrs. Lillian 
Trimbie, recording secretary, Mrs. Tom 
Moore, corresponding secretary, Mrs. F. L. 
Tapia, treasurer, Miss Rosemary Glennon 
and Mrs. Ethel Creighton, historians. (Mrs. 
Trimble, Miss Glennon and Mrs. Creighton 
finding it necessary to resign shortly there- 
after, Mrs. D. T. McCall and Mrs. J. W. 
Black were elected to the offices of record- 


ing secretary and historian, respectively.) | 


Meeting again in April, 1935, the new or- 
ganization selected Historic Mobile Preserva- 
tion Society as its official name, and on Jan- 
uary 10th, 1936, the Society filed its papers 
of incorporation. Objectives of the Society 
were stated to be: 


1st—-The study of the history, antiqui- 
ties and traditions of Mobile, and the 
preservation of the results of such studies. 
The preservation of buildings and objects 
of historic interest in and around Mobile, 
and the prevention of the destruction of 
such buildings and objects. 


2ni—The collection and preservation 
of records, books, curios, etc., relating to 
the history of the Mobile area. 


38rd—The marking of historic sites in 
and around Mobile. 


During the six years that the Society has 
been in existence, it has steadily expanded 
its work and has performed valuable service 
in matters of historic interest in Mobile. 
One of its outstanding accomplishments 
was the saving of the old Custom House or 
Federal Building when it was threatened 
with destruction after Mobile’s new Federal 
Building was erected. Many markers at 
various points of historic interest have been 
placed by the Society from time to time. 
And for the past two years a “‘tour” of old 
homes has been conducted by the Society 
during the Azalea Season. Those ‘Historic 
Tours” have attracted great interest, espec- 
ially among tourists, with approximately 
1,700 visitors being registered for the tours 
during the Spring of 1940. 
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Old Jonathan Kirkbride home, located at No. 104 Theatre Street, recently 
acquired by the Historic Mobile Preservation Society as its 
permanent headquarters. 


Ever since its organization, it was the 
hope of the Society that some day it would 
be able to acquire and restore one of Mo- 
bile’s historic homes, to be used as the or- 
ganization’s headquarters. That dream 
came true early this year when the Society 
purchased the old Jonathan Kirkbride 
home, located at No. 104 Theatre Street— 
one of the oldest and most historic homes 
in the old Fort Charlotte area. It will be 
completely restored and used for historical 


purposes, : 


Present officers of the Society are: Mrs. 
W. S. Pugh, president; Mrs. Ed Flynn, first 
vice-president; Mrs. George Meyer, second 
vice-president; Mrs. F. J. Sauer, recording 
secretary; Miss Beatrice Agee, correspond- 
ing secretary; Mrs. F. L. Tapia, treasurer; 
Mrs. Emma Harris, historian. Trustees of 
the Society are: Mrs. W. B. Paterson, Mrs. 
E. S. Sledge, Mrs. Augustine Meaher, Mrs. 
H. H. Maschmeyer, Mrs. J. E. Beck, Mrs. 
W. W. Reed, Mrs. Clara Sims Martin, 
Mrs. R. C. Herndon, Mrs. D. P. Bestor, Jr. 


1935—LIPTON CUP REGATTA IS HELD IN MOBILE 


ACHTSMEN representing the Gulf 
Coast from Florida to Texas gathered 
in Mobile on August 31, 1935, to participate 
in the 17th annual regatta of the Gulf 
Yachting Association, winner of which was 
to receive the Sir Thomas Lipton cup. The 


visitors were guests of Mobile’s Buccaneer 
Yacht Club, which had won the cup at the 
regatta of the previous year. Throughout 
the entire Labor Day week-end of 1935, the 
Buccaneer’s clubship Resolute was crowded 
with devotees of the sailing sport. 
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Scene in Mobile Bay during the sailing of the Lipton Regatta. 


Feature of the regatta, so far as Mobilians 
were concerned, was the announcement that 
the Mobile Yacht Club had again become a 
member of the G. Y. A. after a lapse of 
three years. The Pensacola Naval Air 
Station Club also became a new member of 
the organization in 1935, bringing its 
membership up to 12. 


The Buccaneers, represented by Ed 
Overton, who was high-point man in all of 
the association’s regattas up until 1932, 
Dr. H. & J. Walker and his son Howard 
Walker, Jr., made a spirited fight to retain 
the cup for Mobile but the Pensacola Club 
won the races by the narrow margin of two 
points—scoring 39 to Mobile’s 37. Overton 
shoved Mobile into second place behind the 
Pensacolans, by winning the curtailed 
fourth race over a crack field of skippers. 
His victory set the stage for Howard 
Walker, Jr., to come through in the second 
race with another first place for Mobile. 


Dr. Walker, Sr., had previously taken fifth 
place in the first race. 


When the regatta was over, club stand- 
ings were as follows: Pensacola, Fla., 39; 
Buccaneers of Mobile, 37; Sarasota, Fla., 
33; Biloxi, Miss., 28; St. Petersburg, Fla., 
27; Houston, Tex., 23; Tampa, Fla., 19; 
U.S. Navy, 15; St. Andrews Bay, Fla., 13; 
Gulfport, Miss., 13; Southern Yacht Club 
of New Orleans, 10. 


{Although still suffering from the pro- 
longed business depression of the 1930's, 
Mobile had already begun to make sub- 
stantial strides toward business recovery 
by 1935. On December 31,1935,The First 
National Bank's deposits were reported 
as §19,142,126.30—a gain of approxt- 
mately $2,000,000 during the five preced- 
ing years of depression. 
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1936—BUILDING OF FORT WHITING 


N THE SOUTHEAST CORNER of 

the fairgrounds, just opposite Arling- 
ton Park, stands Fort Whiting, the Na- 
tional Guard armory. Few Mobilians 
know how narrowly Mobile missed failing 
to secure the handsome structure. 

Early in January. 1936, when a number 
of National Guard armories throughout 
the state were being constructed as WPA 
projects, a committee headed by Maj. 
James J. Alvarez called on Adjt. Gen. John 
C. Coleman, in Montgomery, seeking an 
armory project for Mobile. Gen. Coleman 
advised the committee that a WPA 
representative from Washington was at 
that very moment in Birmingham, carry- 
ing out orders to curtail WPA projects 
in Alabama. Gen. Coleman telephoned the 
WPA representative in Birmingham and 
was told that the proposed armory project 
could not be considered unless the represen- 
tative could have a personal conference with 
the architect and examine the plans and 
specifications by 2 o'clock that afternoon! 


It was already 10 o’clock in the morning, 
and the architect—Fred W. Clarke—was in 
Mobile, as were the plans and specifications. 


Maj. Alvarez and Gen. Coleman hit on 
the idea of dispatching a National Guard 
plane from the Birmingham squadron to 
pick up Mr. Clarke in Mobile and bring 
him to Birmingham. The stumbling block 
was that Mr. Clarke was a civilian, and 
civilians are not permitted to ride in mili- 
tary aircraft. The only solution was to en- 
list Mr. Clarke in the National Guard! 


Maj. Alvarez telephoned Mr. Clarke in 
Mobile and advised him that he was about 
to join the National Guard, and—whether 
he liked it or not—he was to enlist im- 
mediately and rush out to Bates Field to 
meet a plane which was coming from 
Birmingham for him. Details of giving 
Mr. Clarke the customary medical exami- 
nation and swearing him into the guard 
were promptly attended to, and within two 
hours he was on his way to Birmingham, 


Fort Whiting—National Guard Armory. 
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Meanwhile, Gen. Coleman and the Mo- 
bile committee left Montgomery and sped 
to Birmingham in an automobile, arriving 
there ahead of Mr. Clarke in the airplane. 
Given an audience by the WPA repre- 
sentative, they told of.the effort being made 
to bring Mr. Clarke, with the plans and 
specifications, to Birmingham before the 2 
o'clock deadline. So impressed was the 
WPA representative that he turned to 
Thad Holt, then WPA administrator for 
Alabama, and said: ‘If that’s the way they 
do things down in Mobile, I’m in favor of 
releasing funds for this project.” 

By that time, the plane bearing Mr. 
Clarke had landed in Birmingham and just 
as he arrived at the WPA office he met 


Gen. Coleman and the Mobilians emerging 
from the office, all of them wearing smiles, 
The building of the armory was assured! 


Less than a month after this exciting 
episode, ground was broken and shortly 
thereafter Mobile’s national guardsmen 
held a big celebration on the occasion of 
the laying of the cornerstone. Bibb Graves, 
then governor of Alabama, was the princi- 
pal speaker, and the stone was laid by 
Mobile Masonic bodies. Two years later, 
the building was completed. 


The building was appropriately named 
Fort Whiting, after Julian Wythe Whiting, 
a captain in the Confederate Army and a 
member of a prominent Mobile family. 


1937—COCHRANE BRIDGE FREED OF TOLL 


N MARCH 10, 1937, almost 10 years 

after Cochrane Bridge across Mobile 
Bay was built, the State of Alabama freed 
it of toll when the Alabama Bridge Au- 
thority assumed financial and operating 
responsibility. Removal of the toil followed 
a court order from Judge Claude A. Gray- 
son, approving sale of the bridge by Mobile 
Bay Bridge Co. bond holders to the state 
for the sum of $2,146,323.56. The sale was 
accomplished by the exchange of $2,145,000 
of 20-year state bonds, issued by the Ala- 
bama Bridge Authority, and $1,323.56 in 
cash. 

The new bonds were dated July 1, 1937, 
and paid interest at 4 per cent. The court 
decreed that the bonds be delivered in the 
foilowing manner: 

“To the First National Bank of Mobile, 
first mortgage trustee, $1,420,000 of new 
bonds to be exchanged for a like amount 
of outstanding first mortgage Cochrane 
Bridge Bonds. 

“To Merchants National Bank of Mo- 
bile, trustee of second mortgage bonds, 
$640,000 of the new state bonds to be ex- 
changed for $1,280,000 of outstanding 
second mortgage Cochrane bridge bonds. 

“To Horace Wilkinson (Birmingham at- 
torney) $45,000 in new bonds in payment 

of his fee. 

. “To Register James A. Crane as master 
of the court, $40,000 of new bonds to be 


sold at not less than par, and the proceeds 
held for distribution under further orders 
of the court.’’ 


Sale of the bridge, to be operated toll-free 
by the state, followed a determined effort 
by Gov. Bibb Graves to eliminate all toll 
bridges in the state. Freeing of all toll 
bridges had been a principal plank in his 
platform during his campaign for the gover- 
norship. When arrangements for freeing 
Cochrane Bridge finally had been made, 
Gov. Graves commented: ‘‘The last affir- 
mative promise in my platform of two-and- 
one-half years ago is now an accomplished 
fact. That’s the last toll bridge in the 
state.”’ 


The late John T. Cochrane, chairman of 
the committee which originally worked out 
plans resulting in construction of the bridge 
by the private Mobile Bay Bridge Co., and 
for whom the bridge was named, remarked: 
“It is a glorious day for Mobile. The free- 
ing of the bay bridge means so much to our 
citizens that its accomplishment carries 
glory enough to be divided among all who 
aided in bringing it about.”’ 


{In 1937, the board of directors elected 
three new officers, namely, G. O. Cooke, 
assistant cashier and auditor, Jas. T. 
Overbey, assistant cashier, and Cameron 
Pettiss, assistant cashier. They are still 
serving in those positions. 
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1937-40—MOBILE ATTRACTS NATIONWIDE ATTENTION 
AS LOCATION FOR INDUSTRY 


NDUSTRIAL NEWS of national interest 

originated in Mobile on July 9, 1937. On 
that day it was announced that the Alumi- 
num Ore Co., subsidiary of the Aluminum 
Company of America, would establish a 
$4,000,000 plant here. The announcement 
—made jointly by C. B. Fox, president of 
the ore company, and Gen. R. E. Steiner, 
vice-chairman of the Alabama State Docks 
Commission— revealed that the company 
had concluded a 99-year lease with the 
Commission on a 75-acre plot of land 
fronting on Mobile River between the 
State Docks and the Bulk Unloading Plant. 
It was further stated that construction 
would promptly begin on a new plant de- 
signed to produce alumina by precipitating 
bauxite mixed with lime and caustic soda. 


Nearly a year was required to build the 
alumina plant, which was thrown open for 
public inspection on July 22, 1938. Plant 
operations, under the superintendency of 
Duncan C. Smith, began shortly thereafter. 
The initial unit, however, proved to be only 
a beginning in the company’s program of 
development at Mobile. On September 14, 
1937, a $500,000 expansion project was an- 
nounced and since that time the company 
has made almost continuous additions to 
its equipment. 


News that the giant industry had selected 
Mobile for location of a new plant set indus- 
trial circles buzzing. Nationwide attention 
was focused on the Port of Mobile’s modern 
facilities and the Mobile area’s unlimited 
supply of low-cost electric power—both 
powerful factors influencing the location of 
the new Aluminum Company plant. In- 
deed, the announcement seemed to be the 
keynote for a chorus of approval of Mobile 
as an ideal industrial site, which was soon 
followed by the coming of several other in- 
dustrial plants to this district. 


Besides the Aluminum Ore Company, 
the past three years have seen Mobile se- 
lected as plant site for Hollingsworth & 
Whitney Company, manufacturers of white 
paper; National Gypsum Company, manu- 


facturers of insulation board; American 
Cyanamid Combany, manufacturers of 
alum; and the Gulfport Creosoting Com- 
pany, a wood-treating plant. The Alabama 
Power Conipany is investing nearly $6,- 
000,900 in 4 steam power plant, high-ten- 
sion line and sub-station improvements in 
the Motile area. Now nearing completion 
is the new Hotel Admiral Semmes, repre- 
senting a $1.000,000 investment. Final 
details for construction of a $960,000 bridge 
and causeway connecting the mainland of 
Mobile County with Dauphin Island are 
now being worked out. Construction is 


(Continued on Page 117) 


{In 1988, Ogden Shropshire was ap- 
poinied assistant cashier of the bank, 
which position he held until May, 1939, 
at which time he resigned to enter private 
business. 


{Although the First National Bank for 
many years had been regularly making 
a large volume of small loans to individ- 
uais and to business firms, repayable in 
monihly installments, the demand for 
such loans grew to such proportions that 
in September, 1938, the bank opened a 
Monthly Repayment Loan Department, 
especiaily organized and equipped to 
handle such loans. The new department 
makes loans, at reasonable rates, to 
credit-worthy individuals and business 
firms, for any credit-worthy purpose; 
and permits borrowers to pay off the 
loans by convenient monthly deposits. 





From the very outset, this new depart- 
ment has been very popular with Mobil- 
tans in all walks of life. Thousands of 
individual borrowers have borrowed hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars under the 
plan for such purposes as paying medt- 
cal and dental bills, educational expenses, 
consolidating and paying off accumula- 
tions of bills, financing fire insurance 
premiums, making minor home repairs, 
refurnishing homes, outfitting families, 
paying legitimate travel expenses, etc. 
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LeBARON LYONS 
President of The First National Bank since 1938. 
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Construction view of Government Sireet entrance to Bankhead Tunnel. 
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just beginning on a modern eight-story 
office building, at the intersection of Royal 
and St. Francis Streets (site of the first 
home of the First National Bank) to house 
the combined operations of the recently 
merged G. M. & N. and M. & O. Railroads. 


Among firms making important recent 
additions to their Mobile facilities are the 
‘Pan American Shell Corporation, Teche 
Bus Lines, M. & O. Railroad and United 
Fruit Company (fruit terminal), Standard 
Oil Company, Southern Bell Telephone 
Company, Mobile Gas Company, Mobile 
Paper Mills, Malbis Bakery, Smith’s Bak- 
ery, John Morrell & Company, Lerio Patent 
Cup Company, Mobile Steel Company, 
Coca-Cola Bottling Company, Mobile Pul- 
ley & Machine Works, Coastal Petroleum 
Corporation, Palliser Beverage Company, 
Sears-Roebuck & Company, Delchamps 
Grocery Company, Greer Stores, DeVan 
Motor Company, Mobile Cigar & Tobacce 
Company, and several new theatres. It 
has been conservatively estimated that at 
least $1,000,000 has been invested by Mo- 
bile business houses in air-conditioning 
equipment during the last three vears, 
giving Mobile one of the most completely 
air-conditioned commercial districts in the 
entire South. 


Alabama Dry Docks & Shipbuilding 
Company is putting $500,000 into expan- 
sion of facilities, and now has under con- 
struction two tank ships costing $1,000,000 
each. At Chickasaw, near Mobile, the Gulf 
Shipbuilding Corporation is preparing to 
start construction on four cargo vessels 
valued at $2,000,000 each, and four des- 
troyers for the U. S. Navy representing an 
investment of $32,000,000. 

(Continued on Page 118) 


QA striking example of the constantly 
forward-looking policy of the First Na- 
tional Bank's management, was the in- 
stallation of modern air-conditioning 
equipment in the bank’s main banking 
rooms and Annex Building in 1988, 
followed by air-conditioning of the ad- 
joining First National Bank Building 
-1n 1939. The initial installation in the 
Annex and main banking rooms in 1938 
was the first completely air-conditioned 
office building installation in Alabama. 
When the adjoining First National Bank 
Building was air-conditioned in 1989, 
the twe buildings provided approximately 
400 completely air-conditioned rooms tn 
addition to the main banking rooms— 
consttiuting one of the largest atr-condi- 
tioning installations in the entire South. 
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Although it was a pioneer installation 
of air-conditioning on such a large scale, 
‘the First National Bank did not make 
the improvement on a speculative basis. 
In keeping with its policy of conservative 
management, the bank paid for its uir- 
conditioning with $180,000 taken from 
the Reserve for Contingencies and Un- 
earned Discount, plus $16,000 from 
Current Eurnings. It was felt that mod- 
ernization with air-conditioning would 
increase the rentability and enhance the 
value of office space in the two buildings 
owned by the bank, make the banking 
rooms more comfortable and inviting to 
the bank's patrons, and improve the effi- 
ciency and health of the bank's staff. 

{In 1939, the stockholders elected 
A. F, Delchamps, as member of the 
board and he still serves as a director. 

{In May, 1939, Robert S. Bacon was 
made an assistant cashier of the bank, 
and H. E. Coale was made assistant 
trust officer, their present positions. 

{At the annual meeting of the stock- 
holders in January, 1940, three new di- 
rectors were elected. They are Francis 
H. Inge, J. A. McGowin, and W. D. 
Bellingrath. Three new officers of the 
bank were elected by the directors in Jan- 
uary, 1940. They are W. E. Akridge, 
Jr., assistant cashier, L. T. Shelton, as- 
sistant cashier, and Miss M. E. Carey, 
assistant trust officer. 

{During 1940, in keeping with the 
bank’s policy of constantly improving its 
facilities for serving its patrons, the lobby 
was remodeled and five additional tellers 
windows were added. Costing approxi- 
mately $35,000 the improvements includ- 
ed an acoustical ceiling, a new lighting 
system, additional officers quarters, and 
a new floor. 


(Continued from Page 117) 


and shorten by 724 miles the distance from 
downtown Mobile to the Bridge; and the 
gigantic Southeast Army Air Depot, an 
38,500,000 base for the repair and mainte- 
nance of Army aircraft and the warehousing 
of Air Corps material in the southeastern 
United States. Mobile is also the site of 
two government low-cost housing projects, 
constructed at a cost of $1,500,000, and the 
government has just completed a $360,000 
addition to the new Federal Building. 

A site has been purchased and plans are 
now being drawn for construction of a new, 
$915,000 Mobile Municipal Airport—the 
old airport, Bates Field, having been taken 
over during the acquisition of land for the 
Southeast Army Air Depot. 

These are but a few “highlights” of the 
unparalieled industrial and business growth 
which has taken place in Mobile during the 
past three years. They serve, however, to 
show how the manifold natural resourceg - 
and advantages of this 238-year-old city 
are being increasingly realized. Though old 
in years and experience, Mobile is never- 
theless young and vigorous in spirit, action 
and alert determination to keep pace with 
the fast-moving events of this modern era. 

And so it is with this bank. As the oldest 
bank in Alabama, the First National is like- 
wise seasoned by its 75 years of experience 
in serving Mobile. Yet its facilities are now, 
as always, complete and up to date in every 
respect. Newcomers to Mobile will find, as 
oldtimers in Mobile already know, that the 
First National is modern to the minute! 
Just as Mobile is a good place in which to 
live and make a living, so is the First Na- 
tional a good place to enjoy efficient bank 
service while building a bank connection 
which can prove helpful in realizing to the 
fullest that bright promise which Mobile 
holds for its progressive citizenry. 


{The spectacular influx of new indus- 


In addition to these millions of dollars 
being invested by private enterprise, Mo- 
bile has also been recently favored with 
several large-scale government construction 
projects. Most important of these are the 
Bankhead Tunnel under Mobile River, a 
$4,200,000 project which will connect 
Government Street with Cochrane Bridge 


tries to Mobile during the period 1935- 
1940 was strikingly reflected in the in- 
crease of deposits in The First National 
Bane during that period. At the close 
of business on June 30, 1949, the bank's 
deposits were reported as $28,597 ,811.64 
—a gain of approximately 49% over the 
total reported on December 31, 1935. 
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